






























































EXHIBIT C {], 

To: 

Through: 

From: 

Date: 

Re: 

district five 
OF LEXINGTON & RICH LAND COUNTIES 

Memorandum 

Members of the Board of Trustees 

Dr. Stephen W. Hefner 
Superintendent 

Mark A. Bounds 
Chief Information Officer 

July11,2013 

Board Policy - Section B 

Issue: Proposed revisions to Board Policy - Section B 

Background: Attached for your consideration are the recommended revisions to the 
following policy: 

• Revisions to BE "School Board Meetings" 

Recommendation: Administration recommends that the Board give first reading 
approval to the proposed revisions to selected "B" policy. 

MB/aw 

Attachment Recommended Revisions 
Board Policy BE "School Board Meetings" 
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Recommended Revisions - First Reading 07/15/13 

SCHOOL BOARD MEETINGS 
Code BE Issued 04/06 

Purpose: To establish the basic structure for the conduct of board meetings. 

All board meetings will be conducted in accordance with the South Carolina Freedom of 
Information Act. All board meetings, except for periods in which the board is in executive 
sessions, are open to the public. 

Annual meeting 

The board will hold its annual organizational meeting in November after the date of the 
November election. The board will swear in new members, elect officers and swear in those 
officers at the annual meeting. 

Regular board meetings 

The board will meet twice monthly, usually on the second and fourth Mondays. These regular 
meeting days may be changed only by a majority vote of the board. The first meeting of the 
month generally will be held in various district schools in order to provide board members an 
opportunity to visit the schools and to allow the public more direct access to board meetings. 
The second meeting of the month will be held in the district administration building. During the 
summer all meetings will be held at the district administration building. 

In unusual circumstances, the superintendent may change the time and place of the regular 
meeting, or any regular meeting, upon approval of the board officers. 

Work sessions 

From time to time the board may meet in work sessions. The purpose of these sessions will be 
for the board to have opportunities for planning and discussion without formal action. Topics for 
discussion will be announced publicly, and sessions will be conducted in accordance with state 
law. 

Special meetings 

The chairman of the board or a majority of members of the board may call a special meeting of 
the full board. The superintendent should give at least 24 hours notice to all members of the 
board and the public except when emergency conditions make such notice impossible. The board 
will not transact any business other than that which is stated in the notice. 

Except in emergencies, any special meetings will be announced at regular meetings of the 
board. The public will be informed through the news media in compliance with the Freedom of 
Information Act. 

Public hearings 

The board may conduct public hearings from time to time in order for the public to express their 
views regarding a specific issue. The board will conduct such meetings in an orderly manner in 
accordance with board policy and regulation. 
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Page 2 - SCHOOL BOARD MEETINGS 

Attendance 

Only in unusual circumstances will board members be allowed to participate in board meetings 
via electronic means. Such participation must be approved by the board chairman. 

Parliamentary procedure 

The latest edition of Robert's Rules of Order will govern all matters not covered by the rules of 
the board. 

Board Invocation 

The board is a deliberative public body aDd will open its regular and specially called public 
meetings with a public invocation complying with S.c. Code §6-1-160 of the Code of laws of 
South Carolina. 

The public invocation will be non-sectarian and will not proselytize for or advance anyone, or 
disparage any other, faith or belief. The public invocation is for the benefit of the board, but no 
member of the board, or any other person attending the meeting, will be required to participate 
in the public invocation. The purposes of the public invocation are to express thankfulness fo r 
the right of self-government, solemnize the board ' s legislative tasks, dignify and confirm the 
eriousness of board meetings, encourage respect and appreciation for all board members, seek 

to unite and not divide the board, and to contribute to the wisdom and soundness of decisions by 
the board. 

The public invocation will be offered on a voluntary ba is by a member ofthe board, rotating 
from meeting to meeting, in alphabetical order, or other objective method of rotation, among all 
members of the board. A board member may offer a moment of silence for silent prayer or 
reflection in addition to or in lieu of tbe public invocation. 

Legal references: 

S.C. Code, 1976, as amended: 


Sections 30-4-10 through 30-4-110 - South Carolina Freedom ofInformation Act. 


Section 59-1-340 - Meetings of boards of trustees and boards of education. 


Section 59-19-90C 4) - Calling meetings of electors for consultations. 


Section 59-19-110 - Board rule-making power includes right to conduct any hearing. 


Section 6-1-J 60 - Invocation to open public meeting of deliberative public body 
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EXHIBIT D 


To: 

Through: 

From : 

Date: 

Re: 

district five 
OF LEXIN GTON & RICHLAND COUNTIES 

Memorandum 

Members of the Board of Trustees 

Dr. Stephen W. Hefner 
Superintendent 

Mark A. Bounds 
Chief Information Officer 

July 11 , 2013 

Board Policy - Section I 

Issue: Proposed revisions to Board Policy - Section I 

Background: Attached for your consideration are the recommended revisions to the 
following policy: 

• Revisions to WID "School Ceremonies and Observations" 

Recommendation : Administration recommends that the Board give first reading 
approval to the proposed revisions to selected "I" policy. 

MB/aw 

Attachment Recommended Revisions 
Board Policy IMD " School Ceremonies and Observations" 
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SCHOOL CEREMONIES AND OBSERVATIONS 
Code IMD Issued 12/11 

Purpose: To establish the board's vision for school ceremonies and observances. 

Pledge of Allegiance 

State law requires that all students say the Pledge of Allegiance at a specific time during each 
school day. Each school will designate this time. 

Any person who does not wish to say the Pledge of Allegiance does not have to participate. The 
district will not penalize him/her for failing to participate. 

Any person who does not wish to participate may leave the classroom or remain in his/her seat. 
The person may express hislher non-participation in any form that does not materially infringe 
upon the rights of others or disrupt school activities. 

Benedictions andlor invocations at graduations and athletic events 

Benedictions and/or invocations at high school graduations and athletic events are pennissible 
on the follovling basis. 

• The use of an invocation andlor benediction at a high school graduation e)(ercise 'Nill be 
detennined by a maj ority vote of the graduating senior class with the advice and counsel of 
the principal. 

• The use of an invocation and/or benediction at high school varsity athletic events will rest 
within the discretion of participating athletes, cheerleaders, band members and other student 
participants with the advice and counsel of the principal. 

• The invocation and/or benediction, if used, will be given by a student volunteer. 

• Consistent vlith the principle of equal liberty of conscience, the invocation and/or 

benediction will be nonsectarian and nonproselytizing in nature. 


Student-led messages 

The district will permit student-led messages at oraduation and athletic events according to the 
following. 

• The school will choose a student from the graduating class to deliver a brief opening or 
closing message, or both, at graduation exercises based on objective criteria, such as 
academic standing andlor student office or position. Each school shall establish, in writing, 
its own objective criteria for selecting these speaker .. 

• For high school athletic events, only the captain of an athletic team or hislher student 
designee or a student designated by the members of a particular" athletic team may deliver the 
brief opening or closing message. 

• 	 The message may be an openino or closing message, or both, and will be two minutes in length 
or less. 
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Page 2 - SCHOOL CEREMONIES AND OBSERVATIONS 

• The student will prepare or select the content of the messaue. 

• Neither the board nor any employee of the district will recommend, review, monitor, or 
censor the student-led message. 

• The district wiIJ not discipline or reprimand any student for the content of any message 
unless it is obscene, profane and/or vulgar. 

These restrictions do not apply to more lengthy, extensive graduation speeches by students such 
as the valedictorian or salutatorian, or other students chosen by tbe school for featured 
graduation speeches. 

Legal references: 

s.c.Code of Laws, 1976, as amended: 

Section 59-1-455 - Time for Pledge of Allegiance required. 

Section 59-1-320 - Head of public school to display U.S. and S.c. Flags. 

Sections 59-1-441 and 59-1-442 - South Carolina Student-Led Messages Act. 

Section 59-1-443 - Schools shall provide minute of mandatory silence at beginning of each 
school day. 

United States Supreme Court: 

West Virginia State Board of Education v. Barnette, 319 U.S. 624 (1943) . 

Elk Gi'ove Unified School District v. Ne'Ndow 124 S. Ct. 2301 (2004). 

Morse v. Frederick, 127 S. Ct. 2618 (2007) . 

Court cases: 

Myers v. Loudoun County Public Schools, 418 F.3d 395 (4th CiL 2005) 
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