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October 21, 2023

Letter to the editor: Vote ‘yes’ for unified school in
Scarborough

pressherald.com/2023/10/21/letter-to-the-editor-vote-yes-for-unified-school-in-scarborough

As one of the chairs of the Diversity, Equity & Inclusion Committee for the Scarborough
Public School District, I’ve witnessed the increasing numbers and unique needs of
multilingual learners in our schools. Our teachers, administration and staff have stepped up
in powerful ways to serve every student, but they need our support. As a community we have
a moral imperative to care for one another and support our youngest members.

The unified school project takes anticipated growth and equity into account in ways that
make me proud to support the proposal. Bringing our young learners together into one
school and ensuring they are thoughtfully combined into smaller learning communities will
support and unify them in a way that has never been possible. It ensures all our students
have a safe, welcoming environment in which they will thrive.

Join me in voting “Yes” in support of the school on Nov. 7.

Rev. Nicole Diroff
 Scarborough

Related Headlines

Letter to the editor: TV ad promptly settled Question 3 for me
Letter to the editor: Stop looking for reasons for conflict; stop the conflict
Letter to the editor: Restore public recreation rights to Maine shoreline
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Letters to the editor Oct. 20
pressherald.com/2023/10/02/letters-to-the-editor-oct-13-2

Thanks to Scarborough postal workers

To the editor,

Having read the recent Portland Press Herald (PPH) article regarding the negatives of
Maine’s postal service operations, I feel compelled to give positive recognition to our
Scarborough Post Office Employees. (Audit of Maine postal operations finds widespread
deficiencies PPH 9/14/23)

There are only three employees working in the Scarborough Post Office which serves the
Scarborough population of 22,000. These three people are far from “deficient”. They are
consistently patient, friendly, efficient and helpful to the lines of customers that enter the Post
Office each day. Scarborough is so fortunate that these three people are willing to work long
hours and days in an outdated building with limited staff serving a constant stream of
customers.

Thank you, Scarborough Postal employees for the outstanding service that you give to so
many in spite of the challenges that are faced each day.

Nina McKee
 Scarborough

Re-elect Crockett to water district board

To the editor,

I urge Scarborough residents to re-elect Leroy Crockett to the Portland Water District Board
of Trustees for a five-year term. Leroy graciously stepped up to fill a vacant seat and has
been serving in this capacity since winning the write-in election in June. Leroy Crockett is a
Scarborough native, living and working in our town, who has selflessly volunteered in our
community over his lifetime. He currently holds leadership positions for Scarborough’s
Chamber of Commerce and Scarborough Buy Local, and helps with many school and town
events. He cares deeply about our community and the environment. He’s the right person to
represent our community. Vote Leroy Crockett for Portland Water District Board of Trustees.
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He has a broad range of knowledge from his professional world, and from having lived in
different states. I think Anderson has been a credit to the Scarborough Town Council, and I
will be voting to re-elect him in November.

Dan Warren

To the Editor,

The ability to compromise, critical to effective governing, is one of the attributes that make
Jonathan Anderson the right candidate for a seat on the Scarborough Town Council. His
decision-making style, characterized by researching, questioning, listening and deliberation,
is well suited to tackling the big issues facing the town right now. He shares a genuine love
for the community with the many different groups that call Scarborough home. He gets
involved, attends many, many meetings, all in his quest to get to the heart of a particular
issue and its impact on community members. A leader who dedicates so much time, energy
and talent in this manner, for the common good, not his own personal agenda, has earned
my vote. I would encourage you to join me in re-electing Jonathan Anderson to the
Scarborough Town Council.

 Respectfully,

Trish Brigham
 Scarborough

Vote yes on school bond

To the editor,

Three years ago, my family drove to Scarborough to see a house for sale. We were early so
we grabbed a Hot-n-Ready from Little Caesar’s and found a nearby playground which we
would learn was Eight Corners. Having seen other nearby towns, this shabby collection of
portables was disappointing. “Is this really the elementary school? You can’t even walk to it!”

We finished our pizza, and after the neighborhood made a strong impression, and our realtor
assured us this is a “good” school district, we made an offer and never looked back.

We love it here. We’ve experienced firsthand the great staff and families that make up our
schools. Eventually, however, people are going to start to believe their eyes when they see
these facilities.

Anyone who might have nostalgia for these old schools, I empathize, but I assure you, the
thing you are nostalgic for no longer exists. Quality updated public-school facilities are
something any town should prioritize. Schools are the “front door” of the town, the thing
everyone sees and forms an impression on.
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The math isn’t hard. If schools are important and we just experienced an influx of new tax-
paying families necessitating a new one, we ought to be able to figure it out collectively.
Investing in Scarborough via the K-8 Strategic Solution is in the best interest of all residents,
if the idea of having a nice town means anything. I’m voting yes.

Matt Fredette
 Scarborough

To the editor,

On September 2nd, 2023, I landed what will undoubtedly be the best job I will ever have,
motherhood. The last five weeks have been a whirlwind of sleepless nights, newborn
snuggles, and countless diaper changes, but what has resonated with me the most is how
thankful I am to have moved back to my hometown of Scarborough to be surrounded by my
family and friends. Their love and support has been such a blessing and it has reminded me
of how lucky I was to grow up in Pleasant Hill.

I have been following the progress made regarding the consolidated school and it is clear to
me what an immense amount of work has gone into the proposal on the ballot in November.
This proposal has been painstakingly thought out over multiple years and it is long overdue,
as too many of our students are already spending their school days in portables. I feel
incredibly lucky to live in a community where so many members are willing to put in their
time, effort, and often nights away from their own kids to develop this proposal. I am truly
excited at the prospect of sending my son to a school that has been specifically designed to
meet his learning needs and will allow him to flourish during some of the most formative
years of his life. I encourage everyone to vote yes for the consolidated school proposal and
the future of our Scarborough little ones, they deserve it.

Kate Traw
 Scarborough

Can we trust numbers?

To the editor,

At this point, the Town Council and Town Staff are aware that the recently estimated savings
to taxpayers of the Downs development of $528 per household shared with multiple media
outlets (PPH, Scarborough Leader, WGME, etc.) contained a glaring error of omission that
significantly overstated the savings. It has been confirmed in emails by Town Staff and a
Town Council member that the calculations did not reflect the CEA monies reimbursed to the
Downs (40% of the tax revenue) or any of the costs of the town services provided to the
Downs development including the annual $940,000 educational costs of the estimated 47
students.
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October 14, 2023

Letter to the editor: Scarborough school proposal as
good as it gets

pressherald.com/2023/10/14/letter-to-the-editor-scarborough-school-proposal-as-good-as-it-gets

I am writing in support of the unified school project in Scarborough.

I recently came across a letter to the editor that suggested that temporary solutions, while
not perfect, would “buy us a year while we figure out a better solution.” It’s important to note
that this school project was originally conceived in 2014 and since has undergone numerous
rounds of thoughtful proposals. The process has consistently included opportunities for
public input, participation and suggestions at every stage. Any assertion to the contrary,
which aims to generate fear or uncertainty, is misleading.

We are now faced with a decision that calls for us to support what the town and school
believe is the best solution to address the multifaceted and complex challenges our students
and staff are and will continue to face.

Please join me in showing support for our teachers, staff and students by voting “yes” on
Nov. 7.

Sarah Leighton
 Scarborough

Related Headlines

Letter to the editor: Celebrate music, conservation Sunday at the Merrill
Letter to the editor: Benefits of the beach belong to all
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September 25, 2023

Letters to the editor, Oct. 6
pressherald.com/2023/09/25/letters-to-the-editor-sept-29-2

Vote against bond for new school

To the editor,

The School Department claims our schools are at capacity — this is not true! Current total
enrollment is 2,896—that’s 328 less than our peak 10 years ago of 3,224. The enrollment
study projects enrollment will grow to 3,053 by 2027-28 — adding 157 students, and most of
these students will be at our elementary schools. We need to figure out a permanent
solution, but we are not in favor of the School Department proposal.

Until we figure out the BEST long-term solution which considers the wishes of residents,
taxpayers and parents, there are a few low-cost options we can explore.

None of these temporary solutions will cost the millions the School Department claims!

First, the current 38 classrooms at the neighborhood schools can accommodate the
projected 2027-28 school population; class size would be high but within our targets. Both
BP and EC have seven regular classrooms used for other purposes. A couple of these could
be repurposed to regular classroom to reduce class size.

Wentworth will have extra capacity until 2030; several classrooms could temporarily house
some of our second graders.

Finally, we could add 4-6 classrooms to Wentworth which was designed to be expanded; this
could house our second grade until a long-term solution is ready. This would cost several
million dollars but would help when Wentworth exceeds its projected capacity in 2030.

None of these options substitute for finding a long-term solution to the problems at our
neighborhood schools. None are ideal. But they could buy us a year while we figure out a
better solution than the current proposal.

Susan Hamill
 Scarborough

To the editor,
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Placing this very large school at the Downs will be another step in moving Town activities
away from neighborhoods. Scarborough voters will be hastening the consolidation of Town
activities at the Downs, to the neglect and downgrading of neighborhoods.

Stop the rush to judgment and let us study alternatives.

Vote No on this referndum.

John A Scully
 Falmouth

Vote yes on bond to fund new K-3 school

To the editor,

The unified primary school project is the right solution for Scarborough Public Schools and
here are 5 reasons to vote yes on the unified primary school project in November.

5. The District currently has 30 portables/modulars, more than half are over 20 years old.
They’re not safe and I don’t want my child attending class in one—would you?

4. If we delay, costs will go up and instead of investing in a long-term solution we will be
throwing our tax money into a triage emergency short term fix.

3. US News and World Report currently ranks the Scarborough Schools eighth in our state.
It’s a huge reason my family, and many others, have chosen Scarborough to make our
home. We can’t let our academic quality become eroded by our subpar facilities.

2. At the tours of the three primary schools earlier this spring we heard of the intense efforts
required to make spaces fit our current population of students. Gyms need to quickly become
cafeterias and then immediately change over to meeting spaces. These added facilities
challenges can affect our district’s ability to recruit and retain our high caliber teachers, too.

1.We can’t just be known as the town with the new Costco. Scarborough’s development has
outpaced investment in our infrastructure and our children are paying the price. I encourage
voters in November to vote in support of the unified primary school project and do right by
these kids who are the future of our town.

Abigail Henry
 Scarborough

Re-elct Jean Marie Caterina to Town Council

To the editor,

In six weeks we will be going to the polls again.
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September 11, 2023

Letters to the Editor, Sept. 15
pressherald.com/2023/09/11/letters-to-the-editor-sept-15

Support school bond in November

To the editor,

Over three years ago, I joined the School Building Committee because I recognized the
immediate need for structured long-term planning to support Scarborough teachers and
students. Our goal was to reassess the previous work that had been completed and
determine the optimal school solution. We quickly determined it was prohibitively expensive
and physically not feasible to renovate and expand the existing three schools and build a
fourth school. The optimal choice for safety, security, transportation, educational services,
and cost, was to build a new K-3 school which also eliminates overcrowding at the middle
school.

I along with many other volunteers, experts, and professionals, have devoted hundreds of
hours analyzing capacity plans for schools, researching available land locations in
Scarborough, and talking with community members and educators to ensure we crafted the
best possible solution.

If we fail to act on this proposed solution, we will move forward with additional temporary
facilities, which will drive additional capital, additional operating expenses, and further delay
a permanent solution. This results in 5-8% added project costs for each year of delay that is
an increased cost of 8-13MM next year and compounding each year after that.

I appeal to you to take time to review available information and make an informed decision.
On behalf of myself and the building committee, we welcome the opportunity to share details
with you and answer your questions. We are here to support our students, teachers and
community keeping Scarborough a great community now and for future generations.

Dana Fortier
Chair – School Building Committee
Scarborough High School student earns her solo wings
Autumn & Ales 5K/10K/Half Marathon Road Race rescheduled
© 2023
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August 28, 2023

Letters to the editor, Sept. 1
pressherald.com/2023/08/28/letters-to-the-editor-sept-1-2

New, unified elemtary school best solution

To the editor,

Our primary schools have creatively saved taxpayer money at our youngest learner’s and
teacher’s expense. My mother, an educator in Scarborough for 42 years, spent her last 13
years in Scarborough teaching in a portable trailer. She retired 8 years ago and the now 21
year old portable trailer remains in use today.

Our primary and middle schools do not meet the safety, security, educational services and
enrollment demands of our town. The business case clearly indicates, a patch work
approach of adding a 4th school and renovating the existing schools is prohibitively
expensive and will not solve the problem.

Over the past three years the building committee, comprised of community members, school
board members and educators have spent countless hours researching, developing, and
evaluating options to solve the school building problem.

Moving forward with a district wide solution that builds a new unified school and relieves
overcrowding of the middle school is the solution that best meets the needs of our growing
student population and is most fiscally responsible for our town. Our children’s future
depends on our action right now, which is why we must come together to support the unified
school.

Maryella Fortier

Unified school at The Downs of concern

To the editor,

The front page of the August 25 paper states, “Anticipated Off-Site Improvements: Track
View Terrace.” As a resident of Track View, these proposals are anything but improvements.
Track View is a privately-owned dead-end street yet has been a point of negotiation with The
Downs for the new school land deal. These so-called improvements involve turning our quiet
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August 21, 2023

Letters to the Editor, Aug. 26
pressherald.com/2023/08/21/letters-to-the-editor-aug-26

Scarborough’s Consolidated K-3 School Proposal

To the editor,

This November Scarborough citizens likely will have an opportunity to vote whether or not to
build a consolidated K-3 school. Grappling with school facilities has been an ongoing
exercise since the mid-80s. Only this time, unlike all previous school expansions or new
construction, the preferred site is not owned by the town.

It’s an important decision being asked of the voters. I urge our elected officials, staff and
stakeholders involved to assess the proposal objectively. Put aside any preconceived biases
and/or assumptions. The voters deserve continued due diligence in an effort to reach a
satisfactory decision that’s best for our community.

I urge voters to learn of the proposal’s pros and cons and how the Building Committee
arrived at its recommendation. Not necessarily from neighbors and friends, but by checking
the information available online or speaking with the people directly involved in the process.
Likewise, pay attention to the Town Council’s negotiations with The Downs regarding the
recommended site.

The reality is, Scarborough is an asset-wealthy community that will continue to grow. It’s an
attractive community with annually one of the lowest tax rates in the area, a diversified
commercial base that keeps the tax rate low and many attractive natural amenities. As
voters, we have a responsibility to make an informed decision. Updating our primary schools
and systemwide overcrowding has to be addressed sooner or later.

Roger Beeley
 Scarborough

Scarborough land purchase for new school advances for 2nd reading
Scarborough Land Trust accepts 32.23 acres to be added to Elaine Stimson Warren Woods
Preserve
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