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MEMORANDUM
To: Ms. Sarita Smith,

Manager of Student Assignments

School District 65
From: Tod J. Stanton
Date: November 15, 2021
RE: 2021 District Employee Student Assignment Survey Data
Sarita,

The following memo consists of the data compiled for the School District 65 Employee Student Assignment
Survey completed in the fall of 2021. There was a total of 454 views, 378 started and 197 surveys
completed. There were no completed Spanish versions of the translated survey. This data should be useful
for you and your team in your current District planning initiatives.

Perspectives

Q1. Please respond to the following statements.

Q1. Please respond to the following statements.

The School District should update the lottery sibling preference to
offer more spots to other families

1%

their neighborhood even if there is little diversity

2% - 0%
A diverse environment for children should include students from
households with different: race, education, family structure, and

income
|-0%

The School District should have guidelines for enroliment to ensure
that students learn with students from different races and
backgrounds
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Q2. How familiar are you with the following?

Q2. How familiar are you with the following?

Plans to impact the culture and climate of schools

Plans to hire diverse educators

Multi-Tiered Systems of Support

Educator led innovative practices

Emergent Bilingual Student Services

Staff racial equity and diversity training
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B Very Familiar ™ Familiar = Somewhat Familiar ™ Unfamiliar

Current challenges with the student assignment process

Q3. How well do you understand the current student enrollment system?

Q3. How well do you understand the current student
enrollment system?

| have some
knowledge, 48%

| have limited
knowledge, 20%

| have extensive | have no

knowledge, 14% knowledge, 18%



Q4. | understand the policies related to how we assign schools.

Q4. | understand the policies related to how we assign
schools.

Agree, 38% Disagree, 37%

Q5. How satisfied are you with the District's placement of student services programs (TWI, ACC, Rice, Park,
R.I.S.E. and STEP)?

Q5. How satisfied are you with the District's placement of
student services programs (TWI, ACC, Rice, Park, R.L.S.E. and
STEP)?

Satisfied, 52%

Unsatisfied, 35%

Very Unsatisfied,

Very Satisfied, 3%
L § ’ 10%



Q6. In general, how difficult do you think the registration process is for parents and guardians?

Q6. In general, how difficult do you think the registration
process is for parents and guardians?

Somewhat Easy,

399 Somewhat

Difficult, 43%

Very Easy, 3% Very Difficult, 9%



Q7.Pleaser d to the following stat

We spend too much money on transporting students in D65

Families want to attend certain schools based on their programs

Families want to attend certain schools based on their staff and leadership
Families want to attend certain schools based on their location in Evanston
Families want to attend certain schools based on their racial makeup

Families want to attend certain schools based on their standardized test scores
1 know the D65 policies that are related to my job
My job is to give parents what they want

P

Parents would attend their home school if there are p and services

Opportunity hoarding imp the most inalized families

Parents want more school choices

Parents with privilege often get the school they want for their student and marginalized families mostly
attend their local area schools
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Q7. Please respond to the following statements.



School Choice

Q8. | think the current permissive transfer process is necessary.

Q8. | think the current permissive transfer process is necessary.

Agree, 53%

Disagree, 28%

Strongly Agree, 6%

Q9. The current student assignment (registration) process is clear and parents understand it.

Q9. The current student assignment (registration) process is
clear and parents understand it.

Disagree, 52%

Agree, 32%

Strongly Agree, 1%



Q10. Administration’s role may be more difficult in order to provide families more flexible school options.

Q10. Administration’s role may be more difficult in order to
provide families more flexible school options.
Agree, 64%

Disagree, 18%

12%

Q11. Once the District sends final school assignment information parents should NOT be able to change
it.

Q11. Once the District sends final school assignment
information parents should NOT be able to change it.

Agree, 44%

Disagree, 40%

Strongly Agree,
14%



Q12. A student assignment plan should be designed to minimize transportation time for students.

Q12. A student assignment plan should be designed to
minimize transportation time for students.

Agree, 57%

Strongly Agree,
36%

Strongly Disagree,

19, Disagree, 6%



Q13. Please select the top 3 factors and rank them below in order of interest that you believe are most
important for the School District to consider when assigning students to specific schools.

The top three first choice rankings were:

J Having the ability to attend the school closest to where the student resides (51%)

J Students have access to a school that has high rankings of performance, such as rankings by the
Illinois State Report Cards (13%)

J Creating schools with diverse student populations (12%)

Q13. Please select the top 3 factors and rank them below in order of interest that you believe are most important for the
School District to consider when assigning students to specific schools.

Ensuring that the same group of students are together year-after-year

Providing a student assignment plan that is easy for parents to understand

Parents know which middle and high school a student
will attend based on their elementary school choice |

Creating schools with diverse student populations

Shortest P ion time for

Ensuring students with a specific programmatic interest
can attend a school that addresses that interest

51%
Having the ability to attend the school closest to where the student resides

Giving parents an option about which school their students are assigned

Students have access to a school that has high rankings of performance,
such as rankings by the Illinois State Report Cards

% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50%
= 1st Choice m 2nd Choice = 3rd Choice




Opportunity for Change

Q14. A change to the student assignment process may be difficult but worth it to increase outcomes for
students and families.

Q14. A change to the student assignment process may be difficult
but worth it to increase outcomes for students and families.

Agree, 57%

Strongly Agree, 33%

Q15. The district staff may experience changes to their work structure if this creates a more equitable
student assignment process.

Q15. The district staff may experience changes to their work structure if
this creates a more equitable student assignment process.

Agree, 62%

Disagree, 11%
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Q16. Changes could lead to more complexity in the system but would be worth it to create a more
equitable student assignment process.

Q16. Changes could lead to more complexity in the system but would be
worth it to create a more equitable student assighment process.

Agree, 60%

Strongly Agree, 21% Disagree, 14%

Strongly Disagree, 4%

Q17. Different communication strategies will be needed to accompany the new student assignment
process.

Q17. Different communication strategies will be needed to accompany
the new student assignment process.

Strongly Agree, 46%

Agree, 48%

Strongly Disagree, 2%
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Q18. Historic inequities make it difficult to actually make changes in the student assignment process but
addressing these should be a priority.

Q18. Historic inequities make it difficult to actually make changes in the
student assignment process but addressing these should be a priority.

Agree, 47%

Strongly Agree, 40%

Disagree, 8%
Strongly Disagree, 4%

Q19. I do not know if we have the support from the community to make change.

Q19. I do not know if we have the support from the community to make

change.
Agree, 57%

Disagree, 26%

Strongly Disagree, 2%
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Q20. Please respond to the following statements.

Q20. Please respond to the following statements.

Using an equity lens to review the student assignment process is
important

Assessing the current and future student population to determine
school capacities is important

Reviewing current process for magnet school and program selection
isimportant

Decreasing students time on busses is important
Addressing the inequities of our 5th ward families is important

Offering ALL parents school choice is important

Modemizing the current student assignment (Redistricting) structure
is important

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%
M Very Important W Important = SomewhatImportant B Not Important

Program Options with an Emphasis on Equity

Q21. With the closing of Foster School, students who reside in the Fifth Ward (predominantly Black
students at the time) are being bused to other District 65 schools. | support opening a neighborhood
school for 5th ward families knowing that this will decrease enroliment of students of color at other district
schools (primarily Northside of Evanston) if they have the opportunity to attend school within their

neighborhood.

Q21. With the closing of Foster School, students who reside in the Fifth Ward (predominantly Black
students at the time) are being bused to other District 65 schools. | support opening a
neighborhood school for 5th ward families knowing that this will decrease enrollment of students
of color at other district schools (primarily Northside of Evanston) if they have the opportunity to
attend school within their neighborhood.

Strongly Agree, 49%

Disagree, 5%

Strongly Disagree, 6%

| Don't Know, 9%
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Q22. As part of the lottery process, the District currently offers preference to siblings of a student currently
enrolled in a magnet school or selective enroliment program. This prevents the district's ability to offer
seats to a variety of families. Should the District consider eliminating sibling preference?

Q22. As part of the lottery process, the District currently offers preference to siblings of a
student currently enrolled in a magnet school or selective enrollment program. This prevents the
district's ability to offer seats to a variety of families. Should the District consider eliminating
sibling preference?

Disagree, 38%

Strongly Disagree, 28%

Agree, 20%

Strongly Agree, 7% | Don't Know, 7%

Q23. Rank the following options for an equitable program and magnet school lottery process.

Q23. Rank the following options for an equitable program and magnet school lottery

process.
Random lottery with
. preferences for
Community based lottery marginalized students,
system (Each ward/Skokie 31%

has reserved spots in each
program), 32%.

Current lottery process with
sibling preference and then
random lottery selections,

Random lottery (No
28%

preference), 8%
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Q24. Should Two Way Immersion (TWI) be offered at fewer schools with at least two classes per grade or

at more schools with one class per grade?

Q24. Should Two Way Immersion (TWI) be offered at fewer schools with
at least two classes per grade or at more schools with one class per
grade?

2 classes per grade
(Fewer schools), 64%

1 class per grade (More
schools), 36%

Q25. Parents should be given options of schools or programs to send their children to.

Q25. Parents should be given options of schools or programs to send
their children to.

Agree, 54%

Disagree, 26%

Strongly Agree, 15%
trongly Disagree, 5%
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Q26. Parents should have choice within their neighborhood but not any school in the District.

Q26. Parents should have choice within their neighborhood but not any
school in the District.
Agree, 50%

Strongly Agree, 22% Disagree, 25%

Strongly Disagree, 4%

Q27. Diversity in schools is important.

Q27. Diversity in schools is important.

Agree, 51%
Strongly Agree, 45%

Strongly Disagree, 1%
Disagree, 4%
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Demographic Stratification

Q28. Please indicate which of the following applies to you.

Q28. Please indicate which of the following applies to you.

1 am a related service provider - 10.5%

I am an educational support staff
3.7%
member (DESC, EACCP, ECMA, etc.)

1 am a district administrator - 7.4%

1 am a school-based administrator I 2.6%

I am a Paraprofessional - 5.8%

I am a licensed educator 70.0%
| | | | | |
0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% BO% 50%

&

Q29. Do you currently have a child or children enrolled in District 65 schools?

Q29. Do you currently have a child or children enrolled in District 65
schools?

No, 76%
Yes, 24%.




Q30. How many children live in your household who attend District 65 schools.

Q30. How many children live in your household who attend District 65
schools.

0,75%%

Q31. In what neighborhood of District 65 do you reside?

Q31. In what neighborhood of District 65 do you reside?

I do not live within District 65

boundaries

I don’t know which Ward | livein

skokie [N 9.9%

Evanston Ward 9

Evanston Ward 8

Evanston Ward 7

Evanston Ward 6

Evanston Ward 5

Evanston Ward 3

Evanston Ward 2

Evanston Ward 1

| 55.5%

B 2%
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Q32. Please indicate which of the following ethnic or racial identities applies to you?

Q32. Please indicate which of the following ethnic or racial identities applies to you?

other [ 5.*%

White 56.9%
South/Southeast Asian ID.S%

Native American . 2.0%

Mutti-ethnic/racial [ 5.9%

MiddleEastern || 1.0%

tatinx/Hispanic [N 10.3%

east Asian [ 5.9%

caribbean | 1.0%

slack [N o.3%

african || 1.0%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90%

Other:

e Slavic
e Prefer not to answer




