EVANSTON/SKOKIE
SCHOOL DISTRICT 65

Every Child, Every Day, Whatever it Takes

D65 Climate Action Community Meeting
March 21, 2023
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Welcome and Land Acknowledgement (Marie, Beth, Sylvia)

D65 Sustainability Update (Karen Bireta, Sustainability Coordinator)
End of Year Classroom and Locker Clean Out (Karen)

2023 Earth Month Updates (Karen / Marie)

Tree and Native Plantings, School Gardens (Open Discussion)

Save the Date: our next community meeting



Land Acknowledgement

We now invite everyone to acknowledge and pay respect to the
traditional custodians of the land on which we are meeting today.
Recognizing that we are on stolen land is important because it
acknowledges that the present United States is a collection of
territories and land purchases accumulated by genocide. We are
thankful to be able to be here and have this event. We ask that
everyone be conscious of their place on the native lands of North

America and our role in colonialism. Remembering the history, and =~ 27 [\ | "N\ | &

honoring the contributions and traditions of indigenous peoples is
one step towards fighting their erasure. We pay respect to the Elders
past and present and extend our recognition to their descendants.




D65

Sustainability
Update

Karen Bireta
Sustainability Coordinator




Renew America’s Schools Grant

Pursuing a grant with U.S. Department of

l' Illlliil| Energy, Energy Improvements at Public K-12
B School Facilities - Bipartisan Infrastructure

Law (BIL) - Renew America's Schools.

%  Submitted our Concept Paper submitted on January 26th.

% Proposing upgrades at 7 school buildings based on age and highest need for
energy efficiency upgrades for a total funding request of $11,759,000.

% We've been invited to submit a Full Application by April 21.



NEW! Lunchroom Composting & Recycling Video

According to the Illinois Food Scrap & Composting Coalition, Evanston/Skokie School
District 65 has set a record in our We Compost program with having the most number
of schools in a district participating in food scrap composting!


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MFO9sQvkNTo
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001zvO9Mk0P71WWK8qrondBKQkTUens5bXOzw2QhIhIlWxO-2suf1ohsI4dzj_l9p2eLAJds6oiejL1Irqels3SAX1oB3xDFGZPH65XWQ_hd5s7Wig4Qv_1ttp32z8MXuWfaglL4g2BvrCsPmjsPmCMnrskFiH_vhePcN-j5Zsvd96_2NQL6MBbqKTNLX6-xRaYRRbb4kH4uM3LIMnNCpl0I4SUX_SOKJFYDLW9LDuUHiEt70JSEmXebGMeqRhcvUSVmak-toDJwVqbaCVaU_k-Mrl49zPFSvlbcwX1m1ZA90TjPpzWEBDEDcAenyx8XLNEGC6SYPv1JYeKEP_kaV-z86g69mH7TD7vuhekyIgccrmuvMX6v6m75Xs-Rz_irGI3&c=4LgBuCaD4GthIds6hWnZY2Hojj4TPVOSSq8YbgIY7zbDdiW_lR7rKQ==&ch=yyzWAV1TBE5WYt7xpI6RpCHw4H_mD0qVwkPulFgDPbpprkEAxRWDrQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001zvO9Mk0P71WWK8qrondBKQkTUens5bXOzw2QhIhIlWxO-2suf1ohsI4dzj_l9p2eLAJds6oiejL1Irqels3SAX1oB3xDFGZPH65XWQ_hd5s7Wig4Qv_1ttp32z8MXuWfaglL4g2BvrCsPmjsPmCMnrskFiH_vhePcN-j5Zsvd96_2NQL6MBbqKTNLX6-xRaYRRbb4kH4uM3LIMnNCpl0I4SUX_SOKJFYDLW9LDuUHiEt70JSEmXebGMeqRhcvUSVmak-toDJwVqbaCVaU_k-Mrl49zPFSvlbcwX1m1ZA90TjPpzWEBDEDcAenyx8XLNEGC6SYPv1JYeKEP_kaV-z86g69mH7TD7vuhekyIgccrmuvMX6v6m75Xs-Rz_irGI3&c=4LgBuCaD4GthIds6hWnZY2Hojj4TPVOSSq8YbgIY7zbDdiW_lR7rKQ==&ch=yyzWAV1TBE5WYt7xpI6RpCHw4H_mD0qVwkPulFgDPbpprkEAxRWDrQ==
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lO2VEtFP9zY
https://youtu.be/MFO9sQvkNTo
https://youtu.be/lO2VEtFP9zY

NEW Process - Tree and Native Planting /

School Food Gardens

Good news, a new collaboration and approval process for Tree and Native Plantings on
our D65 School Grounds is now available click here. This also applies to any new or
major renovations to School Food Gardens.

New Tree Planting

Planting Native Plants

Major Renovation to School Food Garden
New School Food Garden

Tree Removal (including ground out stump)
Shrub Removal

We're encouraging our school staff, families and community members to use this process
to collaborate and submit requests to their principals, assistant principals and custodians.
Make sure to allow time for school leader review and approval, prior to any plantings or

digging.


https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/13f9N5TpahvuAcDIdXgPw5G5w3140glSNL0PI-5ettGM/edit?usp=sharing

EPL Blueberry Awards Celebration!

Thursday, March 23 7-8:30pm
Evanston Ecology Center Regqister (click here)

Join the Evanston Public Library & Ecology Center staff to
see the 2022 Blueberry Award winners and also enjoy hot
chocolate, an audience choice award, a bonfire, a LIVE
animal encounter and more!

What is the Blueberry Award? Evanston Public Library started the
Blueberry Awards in 2021 to honor the best climate and nature books
each year that help kids 3 - 10 years old connect with the natural world
and learn about environmental stewardship! The award is designed to
help parents, teachers and nature center staff who work with kids, too!
After the announcement on the 23rd, swing by the library for a display
of all the books and to pick up our annual flyer.



https://evanston.libnet.info/event/7746998?ct=YTo1OntzOjY6InNvdXJjZSI7YToyOntpOjA7czo1OiJlbWFpbCI7aToxO2k6MzA7fXM6NToiZW1haWwiO2k6MzA7czo0OiJzdGF0IjtzOjIyOiI2NDAxMjM4ZTZhMTA2NDAzMTc4NzI2IjtzOjQ6ImxlYWQiO3M6NDoiNzczNCI7czo3OiJjaGFubmVsIjthOjE6e3M6NToiZW1haWwiO2k6MzA7fX0%3D

End of School Classroom and Locker Clean Out;

Positive Impact (June 2022)

14 305 48

Participating Donation  Volunteers &

Buildings Boxes Staff Helping

DAWES, DEWEY, HAVEN, JEH EARLY CHILDHOOD, JEH ADMINISTRATION,
KING ARTS, KINGSLEY, LINCOLN, LINCOLNWOOD, OAKTON, ORRINGTON,
WASHINGTON, WILLARD AND D65 WAREHOUSE

We encouraged sharing and reuse within our schools!
Remaining items were donated to Creative Chicago Reuse

Exchange.



2023 End of School Classroom & Locker Clean Out

By Friday, May 8 to June 12-23 June 26 - 30 By July 14
April 28 June 9
PLAN COLLECT SORT and BOX-UP PICK-UP DONATE
y /< /7 4
Schools confirm End of School Sort, Box-Up and D65 Warehouse Donations picked up by
participation in end Classroom & Locker  Centralize pick-up Donation 1-2 Community Groups
of school clean out Clean Out Donation Boxes Boxes from at D65 Warehouse
Schools

1-2 Community Groups Set-up by Climate Action ~ Completed by Group (scheduled) D65 Donation Delivery to
confirm participation / Team or Nominated of Climate Action SCARE or Creative

wish lists for donations School Contact Team Volunteers and Chicago Reuse Exchange

Nominated School
Contact


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1fDJS6rUnUuta-DguUmNT8Pyu8VbcuAxhtF0IkcR_MUU/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:biretak@district65.net

2023 Earth Month Activities

ey / =

Classroom Engagement

Eco Heroes and Eco Tips
google slides and handout
(English and Spanish)

Encourage Teachers to
share with their

classrooms daily during
Earth Week (April 17-21)

10/65
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School Climate Action Project Community Event
Encourage each school to do a 10 Second Film Festival
school-wide project - in
development: offer categories of Friday, April 21, 2023
climate action project ideas, a school Rotary International
can pick 1 to do during Earth Month
(April) Website

Ecochallenge for Middle Schoolers
and their Families - exploring data
privacy agreements
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https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1WdJQgOr6RZgsW-f9VAYoj85zPr4zSR47?usp=share_link
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1tEjAwQ9TSvRtF7Ykr_0B04xkVM4EHhUgIrLJKRyvVhs/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jo-FXwsvhK2u3rPvrY9C7tBttMf17k8_cqatRX3_WkM/edit?usp=sharing
https://campus.ecochallenge.org/
https://10secondfilmfestival.com/

Tree and Native
Plantings,
School Gardens



Evanston Grows

Website
Mary Collins



https://www.evanstongrows.org/

D65 Sustainability Resources

Check out the following resources!

*

D65 Sustainability Focus: 22-23
School Year

D65 Guidance for Climate Action at
Schools: 22-23 School Year
Sustainability Focus

Karen Bireta, Sustainability
Coordinator biretak@district65.net

Growing our D65 Climate Action
Community at every D65 school!

Please update or add contacts to this
school year's contact list!

*

* % b

Climate Action Team chairs / committee
members

Garden Team leads

Climate Clubs

Teachers / Staff passionate about
sustainability

PTA emails

School PTA emails to Families
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1udO281P6vppbBsVXWw03JKAVH4b1L4ZO/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1udO281P6vppbBsVXWw03JKAVH4b1L4ZO/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1xo51_FE9nxrk9n7EttOT6u_flQoqdp6JLOEZmv1T8Uo/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1xo51_FE9nxrk9n7EttOT6u_flQoqdp6JLOEZmv1T8Uo/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1xo51_FE9nxrk9n7EttOT6u_flQoqdp6JLOEZmv1T8Uo/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:biretak@district65.net
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1y0cAZtfR5FCv2wjuzEYNeqTicWmAIO1bZWbzS-yMHJE/edit?usp=sharing

Hope to
see you
there!

D65 CLIMATE ACTION
COMMUNITY MEETING

April 11, 2023
7/ - 8pm on Zoom

Agenda

e D65 Sustalnablhty Update
® D65 Teacher Share by Ms
" Romaniuk and Ms. Patel:

Happiness Lesson -

e 10 Second Film Festival

e 2023 Earth Month Updates
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