Landscapes ano
Drainage Patterns




A
The land surfaces of the Earth are generally categorized in to one of three
landscape types. Tap on each button to learn about that landscape.

Once you have explored the three types of landscapes, click here to continue.



Mountain Landscapes

* High elevation
» Lots of relief (changes in altitude)
» Deformed bedrock (folded, faulted tilted)
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Plateau Landscapes

* High elevation
* Very little relief (fairly flat)
» Horizontal bedrock (flat layers)
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Plains Landscapes

* Low elevation
* Very little relief (very flat)
 Horizontal bedrock (flat layers)
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All Landscapes are shaped by the local climate.

Humid Climates Arid Climates

* Precipitation feeds streams » Rocks are affected by abrasion,
which rounds the land surface leaving steep, jagged cliffs

* Well developed solls « Small amounts of sandy, dry soils

» Significant vegetation » Minimal vegetation
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Landscape produced by a HUMID CLIMATE
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Landscape produced by a HUMID CLIMATE




Landscape produced by an A RID CL VIATI
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The shape of a landscape determines
the way In which streams and rivers
will flow over the surface.

The patterns of rivers are calleo
drainage patterns.
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Common Drainage Patterns

Volcano

Valleys cut in
less-resistant
rock

Ridges of
resistant
rock




To determine the drainage pattern for a region,
simply match up the streams with the shape of
the landscape. Keep in mind, streams flow
downhill in the lowest areas possible.




New York State has all three
types of landscapes;
Plains, Plateaus, and Mountains.

These can be seen on your ESRT, page 2.
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Often times, we will use both NY state maps
together. Click on the images below to see the full
Size maps. Use them to fill in the table in your lab.

Generalized Landscape Regions of New York State
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