
Hoax Threats Are Not a Joke
Parental warnings against hoax threats are essential to
ensure the safety and well-being of children and to
teach them responsible online behavior. Hoax threats
can cause panic, disrupt communities, and have legal
consequences.

Here are some guidelines for parents to educate their children about the dangers of making or sharing
hoax threats:

1. Open communication: Maintain an open and non-judgmental line of communication with your child. Encourage them to
talk to you about their online experiences, concerns, and any questions they may have.

2. Educate about the consequences: Explain the legal, social, and emotional consequences of making or spreading hoax
threats. Discuss how such actions can lead to criminal charges, school disciplinary action, and damage to one's
reputation.

3. Discuss empathy: Teach your child to consider the feelings and fears of others. Discuss how their actions can cause
panic and fear in others, and the importance of showing empathy and kindness online.

4. Online responsibility: Emphasize the importance of responsible online behavior, which includes not participating in or
promoting harmful actions, rumors, or false information.

5. Privacy and security: Teach your child about the importance of safeguarding their personal information and not sharing
it with strangers. Emphasize the significance of privacy settings on social media and gaming platforms.

6. Critical thinking: Encourage your child to think critically and verify information before sharing it. Teach them how to spot
false or misleading content online and to be cautious about spreading unverified information.

7. Reporting: Ensure your child knows how to report suspicious or harmful content on the platforms they use. Many
platforms have mechanisms for reporting threats or harmful content.

8. Lead by example: Children often learn by observing their parents. Set a positive example by demonstrating responsible
online behavior and empathy in your own interactions.

9. Monitor online activity: Keep an eye on your child's online activity, especially if they are younger. Consider using
parental control software to help ensure their safety.

10. Reinforce the importance of honesty: Encourage your child to be honest about their online activities and experiences.
If they make a mistake, emphasize that it's better to admit it and learn from it rather than trying to cover it up.

11. Consequences within the family: Make sure your child understands the consequences of making or sharing hoax
threats within the family, such as loss of privileges or time restrictions on internet use.

12. Seek professional help if needed: If you suspect that your child is involved in harmful online behavior, seek guidance
from a counselor, therapist, or a professional who specializes in adolescent behavior and online safety.

Parental guidance and support are crucial in teaching children about the responsibilities and risks associated with online activities,
including the dangers of hoax threats. By fostering open communication and providing education, parents can help their children make
safe and responsible choices online.


