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Serving learners, families, and the community.

Honors Grade 12 English Language Arts

Purpose of the Document: This document provides an overview of this course. The
information provided below is designed to support students, parents, and the school community
to understand the major content of the course and the standards used to design it. To support the
needs of students, teachers may make adjustments as needed. Please contact your child’s teacher
and/or review the course Schoology page with your child for additional information.

Program Mission: The Secondary English Language Arts Department will empower all
students with the agency to navigate a diverse and technologically fluid society, articulate
informed viewpoints, engage in productive collaborations, and disrupt limiting patterns so that
they can pursue personally meaningful goals.

Commitment Statements:

In recognition of the honor and privilege of being Teachers of English Language Arts, we
commit to the following values and behaviors that will strengthen our community and promote
lifelong learning.

e We will collaborate with our colleagues, students, parents, and communities to develop
teaching practices that are grounded in research, relevant to our students’ lives, and
reflective of technological and cultural advancements.

e We will engage in honest self-reflection, supporting one another as we build on our
strengths and recognize our limitations, always seeking to balance autonomy and
accountability.

e We will strive to educate the whole learner, demonstrating empathy and respect while
providing learning experiences that are aligned with state standards and flexible enough
to adapt as we meet the needs of each learner.

e We will earn the trust of our students, providing a safe space for vulnerability and
diversity. As guides and advocates, we will help our students find purpose and meaning
in their lives, working alongside them to remove barriers to their personal and academic
growth.

Course Description: Aligned to the 11-12 grade band of the Maryland College and
Career-Ready Standards, this course requires students to fully integrate their learning
experiences as they transition to institutions of higher learning. Students will engage in authentic
research and grapple with sophisticated literary themes as they hone the skills they will need for
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success in college. They are expected to transfer those understandings to enhance the value of
their own writing. Required reading and extensive writing outside of the classroom is essential to
success, and a final exam will be administered at the conclusion of the course. Due to the
advanced rigor of this course, students will likely be exposed to mature and sensitive issues
through the literature studied.

MODULE 1 - Memoir

Essential Questions
e How do writers tell personal stories through memoirs?

Standards/ and or skills taught
e Analyze how complex ideas develop over the course of a novel
e Analyze the impact of the author’s choices
e Write narratives about real or imagined experiences or events
e Common App and college application essay writing

How students are graded:

e Written analysis of the author’s style and narrative elements
Text annotations
Text-dependent questions
Thematic analysis written response
Visual one-pager
Summative end of unit assessment: Unlike an autobiography, which outlines one's
entire life, a memoir is about a specific moment or time in an author’s life that has had
an impact on them. Your task is to write your own memoir. Choose a moment or event
in your life that has impacted you in some way. It can be a happy moment, a sad
moment, an exciting moment, etc., but you must pick a specific topic that you can
reflect on and discuss.

Resources:
e Memoir Target Text: I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings by Maya Angelou

Other options for memoir: ( parent letter for all options)
o A Long Way Gone: Memoirs of a Boy Soldier by Ishmael Beah (parent letter)

e Ordinary Girls by Jacquira Diaz parent letter
e [nto The Wild by Jon Krakauer
°

Running for My Life: One Lost Boy's Journey from the Killing Fields of Sudan to the
Olympic Games by Lopez Lomong

Angela's Ashes by Frank McCourt

Persepolis by Marjane Satrapi (graphic novel)
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1NRYFf11HxTEFNw_ZmCPXCm8Y_wpobxe3tMw0pTXpmZI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ekOPbp9urOyW873jRFNbW7FVAgF7Es7YFyEuR38cunk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vEt2nAbe2z41c7zp2ixK6jW-MyRuTj0BMkEt4Z9UbrQ/edit?usp=sharing

Home and School Connection
e Discuss goals for post-high school with your families. What are students’ passions and
strengths? What are their long-term goals? What personal experiences would help
students to stand apart in their college essays?

MODULE 2- Literary Analysis

Essential Question
e How do multiple themes develop and interact throughout a text?

Standards/ and or skills taught
e Determine two or more central ideas of a text and analyze their development

How students are graded:

e Dialectical journals

e Socratic seminar discussions

e Short, informal writing assignments

e Slideshow presentation to analyze text

e End of unit summative assessment: After completing the unit, students will compose
an analysis of a short piece of fiction or poetry (Cold read, timed writing) Identify two
or more themes in the provided short story or poem and discuss how the themes
interact with one another.

Resources:
o Sing, Unburied, Sing (840L) parent letter
e “Speech Sounds” by Octavia Butler

Home and School Connection
e When watching a film or TV series, identify two central ideas or themes and discuss
how they develop throughout the show.

MODULE 3-

Essential Questions
[

Standards/ and or skills taught

Unit 4
How students are graded:
[ J

Unit 4
Resources:
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_mI8ifkzgVGjvpChghdtKmPvD-7nT4tQVeDS3awbscE/edit?usp=sharing

Home and School Connection
[ ]

MODULE 4-

Essential Questions
[

Standards/ and or skills taught

Unit 5§
How students are graded:
[ J

Unit 5
Resources:
[ ]

Home and School Connection
[ ]
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