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TO: Board of Directors 
Event Dates 
10/13/23 

RE: 
DATE: 

 
 
October: 
 

• 10/17…Board Meeting-Board Room-6:30 
o 6:00-6:30-Ex Session 

• 10/31…Board Meeting-Board Room-6:30 
o 5:30-6:30-Ex Session-(only if needed) 

 
November: 
 

• 11/14…Board Meeting-Board Room-6:30 
o 5:30-6:30-Ex Session-(only if needed) 

• 11/28…Board Meeting-Board Room-6:30 
o 5:30-6:30-Ex Session-(only if needed) 

 



One Acts Festival
7:30 - 10:00 PM

www.hanforddrama.org/
Hanford High School

College and Career Expo
5:00 - 7:00 PM
Hanford High School

Fall Red Cross Blood Drive
8:00 AM - 2:30 PM
Hanford High School 
(Small Eyrie Gym)

Upcoming Events/Activities
This list is suggestions of RSD and community events to attend as a
Board Member. By no means is it a comprehensive list of all activities in
the District. Future events will be added weekly.

www.hanfordathletics.com/events
www.bomberathletics.com/events

Hanford + Richland High
Athletic Events Calendars

October

Tuesday
17

Thursday
26

Thursday
12 -
Saturday
14

College and Career Expo
5:00 - 7:00 PM
Richland High School

Wednesday
18

Tuesday
24

RHS Fall Choir Concert
7:00 - 8:30 PM
RHS Auditorium

November

Thursday
2

RSD Facilities
Community Update
12:00 PM 
Zoom

Thursday
26

RHS Orchestra Concert
7:00 - 8:30 PM
RHS Auditorium

Thursday
2

Careers & Financial Literacy
Mock Interviews
All Day
Hanford High School 

Friday
3

Much Ado About Nothing
7:30 PM 
HHS Black Box Theatre
www.hanforddrama.org

Saturday
4

Twelfth Night 
7:30 PM 
HHS Black Box Theatre
www.hanforddrama.org

Thursday
9

Twelfth Night 
7:30 PM 
HHS Black Box Theatre
www.hanforddrama.org

Friday
10

Much Ado About Nothing
7:30 PM 
HHS Black Box Theatre
www.hanforddrama.org

Saturday
11

Much Ado About Nothing
2:00 PM 
HHS Black Box Theatre
www.hanforddrama.org

Saturday
11

Twelfth Night 
7:30 PM 
HHS Black Box Theatre
www.hanforddrama.org

https://www.hanforddrama.org/
https://hanfordathletics.com/events
https://bomberathletics.com/events


League of Women Voters forums to feature Tri-Cities
candidates

BY ERIC ROSANE
EROSANE@TRICITYHERALD.COM

Richland, WA

The League of Women Voters of Benton and Franklin Counties will broadcast its local candidate forums
starting Oct. 16.

The forums will be broadcast at 7 and 11 p.m. daily Oct. 16-20 on Northwest Public Broadcasting and
KTNW TV. The interviews also will be available to watch on demand on the League’s Facebook page and
NWPB’s YouTube page.

Ballots will be mailed to registered voters on Oct. 20 and must be returned by the general election on
Tuesday, Nov. 7. Ballots postmarked after that date don’t get counted.

In all, 141 candidates in the Tri-Cities filed for 100 seats on local city councils, fire district boards and school
boards.

But here are the races that the League of Women Voters will highlight during the candidate forums:

MONDAY, OCT. 16

Port of Benton Commissioner 2 (Christy Rasmussen and Scott Keller).
Richland City Council Position 2 (Theresa Richardson and Elizabeth Vann-Clark).
Richland City Council Position 5 (Shayne VanDyke and Gregery Levy).
Richland City Council Position 6 (Kurt Maier and Kent Madsen).

TUESDAY, OCT. 17

Kennewick School District, Director 3 (Dustin Petersen and Michael Connors)
Kennewick School District, Director 4 (Brittany Gledhill and Aaron Michele Massey)
Kennewick School District, Director 5 (Josh Miller)
Benton City Mayor (Len Burton and Jake Mokler)
West Richland Council, Position 7 (Kate Moran and David Cole)
Kennewick City Council, Position 7 at-large (James Milbauer and Ted Owens)

mailto:erosane@tricityherald.com
https://www.facebook.com/people/League-of-Women-Voters-of-Benton-Franklin-Counties-Washington/100064837414923/
https://www.youtube.com/@NorthwestPublicBroadcasting/videos
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CXeQEfBQkZenRAfPX7wKLhJT4DMvCpopzldfahdQRZBABIJjiyBtgyYaAgPSkrBmgAZe9kP8DyAEC4AIAqAMByAMIqgS1A0_Qs89FLfwKfkSt6LxkzFob0xBRIDDKTKsKaYH0bxrSgbt5DNfJs3AzSRqqAgCuL4513BueL5dMgJtTkddA5rJQNbdbgBXtZKN5xIWu6YolhTIFiCexFW67CGxMlyFHopyOE4ZIO-jqO4fuRtv6Lmhzr-cC3dbrH0Kabv6dk6SEksvWrgnDk4GEMXORJpPZXuy4HRYQcZqGi4t7vpv4hHaMxmrfANXuCbUy038bej0KdoS7oD71_PL0YGggebTdyCh7CbCBR_RdHlmNrLQrLUm0eK1Xh6rO1lt4Vzz2a6247YgHyMG32WPlq8bcGwmUVel19AOZK7i-dL2d1wRPvEVQLeiZzR0vtAKj-2FQBQe5zRRPQv5YYbfPegGRucFtQ8H-ClT0T_kXuKoIb_1FzRBtravH7KdEdL5rbR7Tp6ARWcAZRmss6KruNgNeOIGgiR_qyVcdM2BRu9mnbPmvv7Zz9be5JeQ_7X1uAFEUJC_D5vregkz27qzk0o291hjKeRyqdgdpOyseCb2laM2ibGt2OpMBsuS_mHHNl9Clr2L0ojGkr6kE8YIM1yLlVmDwqNzOJka6wAT54qf7lQHgBAGIBY_Gi2ugBgKAB9HCb6gH2baxAqgHjs4bqAeT2BuoB-6WsQKoB_6esQKoB6SjsQKoB9XJG6gHpr4bqAeaBqgH89EbqAeW2BuoB6qbsQKoB4OtsQKoB_-esQKoB9-fsQKoB8qpsQKoB-ulsQLYBwHSCB0IgOHAYBABGB0yBNuCgA46B4DQgIKAgARIvf3BOrEJziPrNBWq99WACgOYCwHICwHaDBAKChCw39bIwc3qmgYSAgEDqg0CVVPIDQHiDRMIjd3EzJzpgQMV8-tbCh0LAgXP2BMM0BUB-BYBgBcB&ae=1&ase=2&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI6f_FzJzpgQMV8-tbCh0LAgXPEAEYASAAEgLxIvD_BwE&num=1&cid=CAQSPADICaaN3b9Us1LpM6_HePsyY4ZKmdEV4rNJlQOQHQNQnglFm6bfGXtq89pCUKPS5hyyg91ju_0wg82DfhgB&sig=AOD64_06TSsJzPRrsV9_bQdcWA16FImtSA&client=ca-pub-3446305859157241&rf=5&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y&uap=UACH(platform)&uapv=UACH(platformVersion)&uaa=UACH(architecture)&uam=UACH(model)&uafv=UACH(uaFullVersion)&uab=UACH(bitness)&uaw=UACH(wow64)&uafvl=UACH(fullVersionList)&nb=2&adurl=https://www.steelmasterusa.com/lp-quonset-display/%3FHWTRACK%3DS:Google%2BDisplay,C:Remarketing%2BGoogle%2BRebuild,A:Non%2BConverted%2BUsers,K:Quonset%2BHut%2BWave%2BDesign%2BRebranded,M:300x250%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMI6f_FzJzpgQMV8-tbCh0LAgXPEAEYASAAEgLxIvD_BwE
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CXeQEfBQkZenRAfPX7wKLhJT4DMvCpopzldfahdQRZBABIJjiyBtgyYaAgPSkrBmgAZe9kP8DyAEC4AIAqAMByAMIqgS1A0_Qs89FLfwKfkSt6LxkzFob0xBRIDDKTKsKaYH0bxrSgbt5DNfJs3AzSRqqAgCuL4513BueL5dMgJtTkddA5rJQNbdbgBXtZKN5xIWu6YolhTIFiCexFW67CGxMlyFHopyOE4ZIO-jqO4fuRtv6Lmhzr-cC3dbrH0Kabv6dk6SEksvWrgnDk4GEMXORJpPZXuy4HRYQcZqGi4t7vpv4hHaMxmrfANXuCbUy038bej0KdoS7oD71_PL0YGggebTdyCh7CbCBR_RdHlmNrLQrLUm0eK1Xh6rO1lt4Vzz2a6247YgHyMG32WPlq8bcGwmUVel19AOZK7i-dL2d1wRPvEVQLeiZzR0vtAKj-2FQBQe5zRRPQv5YYbfPegGRucFtQ8H-ClT0T_kXuKoIb_1FzRBtravH7KdEdL5rbR7Tp6ARWcAZRmss6KruNgNeOIGgiR_qyVcdM2BRu9mnbPmvv7Zz9be5JeQ_7X1uAFEUJC_D5vregkz27qzk0o291hjKeRyqdgdpOyseCb2laM2ibGt2OpMBsuS_mHHNl9Clr2L0ojGkr6kE8YIM1yLlVmDwqNzOJka6wAT54qf7lQHgBAGIBY_Gi2ugBgKAB9HCb6gH2baxAqgHjs4bqAeT2BuoB-6WsQKoB_6esQKoB6SjsQKoB9XJG6gHpr4bqAeaBqgH89EbqAeW2BuoB6qbsQKoB4OtsQKoB_-esQKoB9-fsQKoB8qpsQKoB-ulsQLYBwHSCB0IgOHAYBABGB0yBNuCgA46B4DQgIKAgARIvf3BOrEJziPrNBWq99WACgOYCwHICwHaDBAKChCw39bIwc3qmgYSAgEDqg0CVVPIDQHiDRMIjd3EzJzpgQMV8-tbCh0LAgXP2BMM0BUB-BYBgBcB&ae=1&ase=2&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI6f_FzJzpgQMV8-tbCh0LAgXPEAEYASAAEgLxIvD_BwE&num=1&cid=CAQSPADICaaN3b9Us1LpM6_HePsyY4ZKmdEV4rNJlQOQHQNQnglFm6bfGXtq89pCUKPS5hyyg91ju_0wg82DfhgB&sig=AOD64_06TSsJzPRrsV9_bQdcWA16FImtSA&client=ca-pub-3446305859157241&rf=5&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y&uap=UACH(platform)&uapv=UACH(platformVersion)&uaa=UACH(architecture)&uam=UACH(model)&uafv=UACH(uaFullVersion)&uab=UACH(bitness)&uaw=UACH(wow64)&uafvl=UACH(fullVersionList)&nb=2&adurl=https://www.steelmasterusa.com/lp-quonset-display/%3FHWTRACK%3DS:Google%2BDisplay,C:Remarketing%2BGoogle%2BRebuild,A:Non%2BConverted%2BUsers,K:Quonset%2BHut%2BWave%2BDesign%2BRebranded,M:300x250%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMI6f_FzJzpgQMV8-tbCh0LAgXPEAEYASAAEgLxIvD_BwE
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?source=display&reasons=AW4Q9SKtQWmdcxz6okBo4hoW9P5pG5R3CC-eMB8MB-15pDyFdJmXxMclRfUr6XQe0bWBIu5hptY4HvTMIP1mj2pjeDnxessGV3byTSeh4V3osJJFuFb0gjCG6R-xpZwC4z0E-5ddF5HrDf6NlmZaasUGBJxFT9ZBc25GnymNMfSuazHIKy-Ha_iI9pyyWDcKNllO6UoWhcJigpWI_cm30C1fkBo79CuVK8a8DHkabRufFkMX9B-wWYh1_0tBgpmlV2PreGE5JFkMy70SV0s-ITnjomtfvqahWZ9WkFCyksqUIHS8t8S_Qmy1BUU1yfjBEQuu2WgNwyvqLgljf-VYRvuokMi1hF3kSWIDQtQ4clMm3fAqWZMgZcko9vuBZDFpD_djqwnhqTfhJKp53wADdmNY4zLoGmUryO9SWpSVbCWp1l6J-LByeWtMvQGWUhlPjJajvBUqBHFKnqqbHurxN8AoruVkrG2WHw_9Cx9rJijzw11Kc2bHrtGKf36iH9zFQ4rmO7g2rE9Ial3MF-u440mjUuyUDCOdFBinzCzpLzFaKtxR73dINSwe1ctrldI5gdgj4E4Hb4Wcia63sYX0bCmSmHhl2VEAmLTQl74ZhE_0cyG2Efs-HvQk5lf17ngHD_C15Ode0K04K1KIefba8HJUNvLSQjI1oHea3cHkMOq7z6HhcHDviBKP6ZEu6Xg9mfzMU0uLA7QReMlQ23sqZh0oRl0pLyDzRVHmDcGRjpgcLx2k6fW2daFSIRUtO1xHeh8nqqXU6k3yDS397rBd5-JNoykRO6q6D5ilo73u8FEaNvzVO8duy24RkODJ_nR4jLB7DOoJ-NOxTPZDm8ZqmTj4es6Y4peiH5Lllj6pntIeERsqeRLU1lzhidlTmOMtHfk8b5SVH4luKnWGBGoE8b-rMcH7rE4GVA82B1vxKX2KcTe_MOb5ntB-bJKqzxNdU9tJSanVvQhYY1TbJCTOoDlKrgij3XyhzhAz4rQDJUj1QUFy67hUZf3qDpjeh6HAy9yzh1XV388_PoKlprhlZQfmguUqMhuzeKoZYjLP6hqYvagYmxqKZM4ndwWruGrPwucLJOV3VeU6m8v6MuKxwSMxZ1uvT_EMhUlLRUqwK96EAC5q7489cuC0jy64-ckYd1jUWQWQi3bGuYT9YRPc-fWagRWq0eNOFmKoTz7rNs9DTKQwu0Y1XKV8FfNyKTw-yZ6y8Vocg72UcrIkNW2ENOvl5NQjGM_K3sVRb8FDirEhoCk663rNOGdttNWlwqL9e2vkWShZlz_mSF1GclvQpcGkqxYgSATtM7u7ukJjPYljnYhFD-GdGAnySnYFrM00Xzqbla-1omycd-6ZYBkuOgJ9cnjzPuUG4MMcEgK08-YpO_CKfEOtDpEa1ruCdgZ5jRqjCsjibgFIW1Lqf0QxImF_V7hGNJrMAejqHlkJU6zyS-3w31gOk3yldfW_XY6kbRbUuWsWPm7BOOBC3bHt5bkPk6ceNgf4w2_zDDeEuqMShXowDZK280Kb3BjKDN5x9JhIresy1NFDZbOL-hd1lCphGMQHkSUu5FDQSeWtPNU33FFd2V20lW1cmMu5-Lo6Gr0URpc1OOJNG4LhGTQljZ36OYBMGt-F6KR1Oc7msvzOV7Cn9ez2B3gS0ifZXBIwCEqVUoQyf_16fLAZrcTAt1ctwaNlO9-PlMXdz8ohh8UePTLUn0ApvLCpbag6nfI7s1rWQSWzVCzOFsq54Ze7p_fGuo-HYBJptaTstko6KJXWzxL0ZFtk36WVgbshSaZ3ty1yMUGAwbNwYYufiT3SE9BZ4cRY4XS9YUl7G8NtdVzRwe7Lh7DL9Uqxg1ohDSi7GrCTcqqrAh672CfLxtoB8fieLf3E0JPKWt5Pzoz6DqxsgNn9ZNzhHTncQhqtpILZpMFuULGyn-Tj6hFBRLmwL1YzO1rPFTQBccmWb6mtFp9nHJFrQW6L2o9qWcTzSkFKdRTNln1PbzYF5Tuif3RXPCefILUgcS5VWVsGc4rswzJlLMamTIHq3ffUNeUCjRH-mi7QpSwZl8T8Z1iELnKW8X3N8pEfYT6ou4OMOMA3zdEg40E-L7U7bxVQQCm3kAFu4sFPHCsQRmqS6TXcXmlHzXEppoNO0k-7OkpxA61-lHQnalbcIhB2F4nfiGetpQsddZRdSItN7H-Zpa5xGKk1LJA
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?source=display&reasons=AW4Q9SKtQWmdcxz6okBo4hoW9P5pG5R3CC-eMB8MB-15pDyFdJmXxMclRfUr6XQe0bWBIu5hptY4HvTMIP1mj2pjeDnxessGV3byTSeh4V3osJJFuFb0gjCG6R-xpZwC4z0E-5ddF5HrDf6NlmZaasUGBJxFT9ZBc25GnymNMfSuazHIKy-Ha_iI9pyyWDcKNllO6UoWhcJigpWI_cm30C1fkBo79CuVK8a8DHkabRufFkMX9B-wWYh1_0tBgpmlV2PreGE5JFkMy70SV0s-ITnjomtfvqahWZ9WkFCyksqUIHS8t8S_Qmy1BUU1yfjBEQuu2WgNwyvqLgljf-VYRvuokMi1hF3kSWIDQtQ4clMm3fAqWZMgZcko9vuBZDFpD_djqwnhqTfhJKp53wADdmNY4zLoGmUryO9SWpSVbCWp1l6J-LByeWtMvQGWUhlPjJajvBUqBHFKnqqbHurxN8AoruVkrG2WHw_9Cx9rJijzw11Kc2bHrtGKf36iH9zFQ4rmO7g2rE9Ial3MF-u440mjUuyUDCOdFBinzCzpLzFaKtxR73dINSwe1ctrldI5gdgj4E4Hb4Wcia63sYX0bCmSmHhl2VEAmLTQl74ZhE_0cyG2Efs-HvQk5lf17ngHD_C15Ode0K04K1KIefba8HJUNvLSQjI1oHea3cHkMOq7z6HhcHDviBKP6ZEu6Xg9mfzMU0uLA7QReMlQ23sqZh0oRl0pLyDzRVHmDcGRjpgcLx2k6fW2daFSIRUtO1xHeh8nqqXU6k3yDS397rBd5-JNoykRO6q6D5ilo73u8FEaNvzVO8duy24RkODJ_nR4jLB7DOoJ-NOxTPZDm8ZqmTj4es6Y4peiH5Lllj6pntIeERsqeRLU1lzhidlTmOMtHfk8b5SVH4luKnWGBGoE8b-rMcH7rE4GVA82B1vxKX2KcTe_MOb5ntB-bJKqzxNdU9tJSanVvQhYY1TbJCTOoDlKrgij3XyhzhAz4rQDJUj1QUFy67hUZf3qDpjeh6HAy9yzh1XV388_PoKlprhlZQfmguUqMhuzeKoZYjLP6hqYvagYmxqKZM4ndwWruGrPwucLJOV3VeU6m8v6MuKxwSMxZ1uvT_EMhUlLRUqwK96EAC5q7489cuC0jy64-ckYd1jUWQWQi3bGuYT9YRPc-fWagRWq0eNOFmKoTz7rNs9DTKQwu0Y1XKV8FfNyKTw-yZ6y8Vocg72UcrIkNW2ENOvl5NQjGM_K3sVRb8FDirEhoCk663rNOGdttNWlwqL9e2vkWShZlz_mSF1GclvQpcGkqxYgSATtM7u7ukJjPYljnYhFD-GdGAnySnYFrM00Xzqbla-1omycd-6ZYBkuOgJ9cnjzPuUG4MMcEgK08-YpO_CKfEOtDpEa1ruCdgZ5jRqjCsjibgFIW1Lqf0QxImF_V7hGNJrMAejqHlkJU6zyS-3w31gOk3yldfW_XY6kbRbUuWsWPm7BOOBC3bHt5bkPk6ceNgf4w2_zDDeEuqMShXowDZK280Kb3BjKDN5x9JhIresy1NFDZbOL-hd1lCphGMQHkSUu5FDQSeWtPNU33FFd2V20lW1cmMu5-Lo6Gr0URpc1OOJNG4LhGTQljZ36OYBMGt-F6KR1Oc7msvzOV7Cn9ez2B3gS0ifZXBIwCEqVUoQyf_16fLAZrcTAt1ctwaNlO9-PlMXdz8ohh8UePTLUn0ApvLCpbag6nfI7s1rWQSWzVCzOFsq54Ze7p_fGuo-HYBJptaTstko6KJXWzxL0ZFtk36WVgbshSaZ3ty1yMUGAwbNwYYufiT3SE9BZ4cRY4XS9YUl7G8NtdVzRwe7Lh7DL9Uqxg1ohDSi7GrCTcqqrAh672CfLxtoB8fieLf3E0JPKWt5Pzoz6DqxsgNn9ZNzhHTncQhqtpILZpMFuULGyn-Tj6hFBRLmwL1YzO1rPFTQBccmWb6mtFp9nHJFrQW6L2o9qWcTzSkFKdRTNln1PbzYF5Tuif3RXPCefILUgcS5VWVsGc4rswzJlLMamTIHq3ffUNeUCjRH-mi7QpSwZl8T8Z1iELnKW8X3N8pEfYT6ou4OMOMA3zdEg40E-L7U7bxVQQCm3kAFu4sFPHCsQRmqS6TXcXmlHzXEppoNO0k-7OkpxA61-lHQnalbcIhB2F4nfiGetpQsddZRdSItN7H-Zpa5xGKk1LJA


WEDNESDAY, OCT. 18

Richland City Council, Position 7 (Ryan Whitten and Joshua Short)
Richland School District, Director 3 (Chelsie Beck and Nino Kapitula)
Richland School District, Director 4 (Kari Williams and Katrina Waters)
Richland School District, Director 5 (Jill Oldson and Gene Nemeth)

THURSDAY, OCT. 19

Pasco School Director, District 1 (Vincent Guerrero and Steve Norberg)
Pasco School Director, District 2 (John Kennedy and Gabriel Lucatero)
Pasco School Director at-large (Rosa Torres and Steve Simmons)
Pasco City Council, District 2 (Joseph Campos and Charles Grimm)

FRIDAY, OCT. 20

Pasco City Council, District 3 (Irving Brown Sr. and Leo Perales)
Pasco City Council, District 5 (David Milne and James Czebotar)
Pasco City Council at-large (Peter Harpster and Kim Lehrman)



https://www.applevalleynewsnow.com/news/dream-big-dreams-wildcats-pasco-elementary-school-unveils-new-outdoor-classroom/article_730963ca-6569-11ee-b16d-
2f5bbc2b6f2e.html

'Dream big dreams, Wildcats' | Pasco elementary school unveils new outdoor classroom
Erin Wencl, Anna Trejo
Oct 7, 2023

PASCO, Wash. - Students at Mark Twain Elementary School celebrated the opening of its new outdoor classroom Friday.

The idea for the classroom started years ago after a suggestion was made to the school's PTO board. However, it was the drive of one of Mark Twain
Elementary's students that helped make the dream a reality.

EmmaImagene "Genie" Hernandez, who is a 5th-grader, was at Parr Lumber with her mother when she got into a conversation with its manager,
Travis Tholstrup.

"Genie is a student here who over the last five years has gone out to seek donations from local business for numerous PTO events," said Carlee Black
Esparaza, President of Twain Elementary PTO. "Genie is a girl with a big heart and even bigger dreams."

While at Parr Lumber, Tholstrup asked Hernandez what she dreamed she could do for her school -- and immediately, Hernandez told him of the
dream of an outdoor space where kids could read, play and create messy science projects.

Tholstrup said Parr Lumber is always looking for ways to help the community and he felt Hernandez's idea was a great chance to get involved.
ADVERTISING

Showing

Suspect identity, victim's names still
not released days after deadly Gorge…

WATCH FULL
VIDEO1

https://www.applevalleynewsnow.com/video/pasco-elementary-school-opens-its-new-outdoor-classroom/video_debd6371-2fb3-5d46-9c54-eb37c07dbffb.html
https://www.applevalleynewsnow.com/video/pasco-elementary-school-opens-its-new-outdoor-classroom/video_debd6371-2fb3-5d46-9c54-eb37c07dbffb.html
https://www.applevalleynewsnow.com/news/mark-twain-elementary-outdoor-classroom/image_940435c8-6569-11ee-acd1-4fc119ee0f8d.html
https://www.applevalleynewsnow.com/news/mark-twain-elementary-outdoor-classroom/image_940435c8-6569-11ee-acd1-4fc119ee0f8d.html
https://www.applevalleynewsnow.com/news/mark-twain-elementary-outdoor-classroom/image_940435c8-6569-11ee-acd1-4fc119ee0f8d.html
https://www.applevalleynewsnow.com/news/mark-twain-elementary-outdoor-classroom/image_18f5cae4-656a-11ee-be56-f3629c4154f9.html
https://www.applevalleynewsnow.com/news/mark-twain-elementary-outdoor-classroom/image_18f5cae4-656a-11ee-be56-f3629c4154f9.html
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"I think it's so important that we give back to our communities and be a part of it," Tholstrup said. He said Friday's unveiling is just the beginning.
"This is just a small piece. This is going to be added on to."

Parr Lumber donated the shade structure, essential materials for the concrete and volunteers helped install the structure and the railing.

Capital Lumber contributed to the shade structure donation, International Wood Products donated the railing and American Rock Products donated
15 yards of concrete for the foundation.

The project, estimated to cost $25,000, was finished on September 16, 2023. Mark Twain Elementary's PTO donated over $15,000 to the project and the
rest of the funding was secured through community partners.

"This is still sinking in that this is actually happening for us," said Black Esparaza. "I just want to thank you all for being here and helping us celebrate
this accomplishment." She also credited Hernandez's drive as being the key to making the project a sucess. "The PTO is so happy to have you
involved in the beginning. Without your initiative, we wouldn't be here."

Hernandez said it wasn't just about creating a space for students that was important. It was about creating a space for students of all abilities that
really made the difference for her. "It's really special because I have two boys who are in wheelchairs that I've been friends with since Kinder,"
Hernandez said. "I think it's really special to them to that they get to be a part of this. I'm really proud that this happened because my friends can
finally participate in something they didn't get to participate in when they had to do it inside."

Hernandez finished her speech to the students Friday with a special thank you to Tholstrup and Parr Lumber and a special message to her
classmates. "Dream big dreams, Wildcats. You have people all around you who are ready to listen."
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Second Annual ‘Cane Quest PNW’ comes to RSD for visually impaired students
By Rylee Fitzgerald
Oct 6, 2023

WEST RICHLAND, Wash. — For the second year, the Richland School District (RSD) hosted a competition for visually impaired students. ‘Cane Quest
Pacific Northwest’ took place Friday at Leona Libby Middle School in West Richland.

The nationally-recognized orientation and mobility competition is aimed at empowering and testing the skills of students with visual impairments
from across the region.

Linda McFall and Mandy Carpenter are the event coordinators for this competition. McFall said Cane Quest is about gaining independence, and using
their white canes not as a barrier, but as a tool for autonomy.
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“Independence, first and foremost. That's what we're after. We want them to be able to grow up and be whoever they want to be and travel and go to
the store or the mall or the airport and not have to rely on others, and that the white cane is their ticket to that freedom and learning those skills as
a young person and building them along the way. They'll be ready for college and life,” said McFall.

One of the challenges of the day is to board a transit bus and take a trip around the school’s campus. Ben-Franklin Transit was one of the partners
for this event, rolling to West Richland to be a part of the important day. There were other activities and challenges throughout the day as well.

McFall has her own experience with loss of sight. She said she did orientation mobility training, and learned to use a cane after losing her vision as
an adult. She gained some ability to see after a corneal transplant, but still has a visual condition. 

“I had to learn it myself and then I found out I could not only learn it myself, but serve students and others in the same fields,” she said.

There were participants as young as 2 years old, through grade 12. Twenty students competed this year. The competition also included navigating
designed routes through instruction and the assistance of volunteers.

Not only is it a chance to put their skills with a cane to the test, but also to be around people who are like them, a rare experience for visually
impaired students.

“A chance to get together and be with others, you know, the same age peers, that are learning and practicing the same skills. They are usually
isolated in our buildings. There's maybe one in an entire district. So, there's no one else that looks like them, that travels like them, and this is a
chance for them to just really feel like they belong and that they have this tribe around them,” said McFall.

According to McFall, the best part of the whole event is how it makes the students feel.

“The joy on their faces. They kind of look at each other and they're just like, ‘Wow, they're doing the same things, and their cane is just like mine,’ and
they immediately relaxed and the joy and the laughter between them is just beautiful,” McFall said.

McFall also said it couldn’t happen without the support of the Richland School District. Among volunteers, families and others, were faculty members
and RSD Superintendent Shelley Redinger.

“Our administration supports us 100%. They understand what we do, they understand why it's so important, but they're also willing to support the
time and dedication it takes to bring all of these students together,” said McFall. “Most districts don't have an opportunity to even bring their one,
two or three students together, and this is a chance for us to be that entity that can bring all of them together.”

They compete based on grade level and the level of visual impairment. Students participating are from those without any vision, to those with 20/70
vision.

https://www.bft.org/


The Cane Quest was developed by the Braille Institute of America, and has primarily been held east of the Mississippi River, in the Southwest U.S.
and in California. RSD’s Cane Quest PNW is the first competition to be held in the region, serving students from Washington, Oregon, Idaho and
Montana.

Find more information from the Richland School District here.
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Superintendent Sit-Down: Kennewick School District
By Rylee Fitzgerald
Oct 10, 2023

KENNEWICK, Wash. — We are sitting down with superintendents as we continue to kick off this school year. We’re asking what the most important
things are to school districts and what problems education systems are facing.

In this edition of the Superintendent Sit-Down, we spoke with Kennewick School District Superintendent, Traci Pierce.
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RYLEE FITZGERALD: We're talking about the upcoming school year. So, what are some of the goals for the 2023 to 2024

school year for the Kennewick School District.

SUPERINTENDENT TRACI PIERCE: Our big goals for our school district remain the same each year. We've got three big

goals for our students, that all students are safe, known and valued, all students are engaged learners and all students

who are ready for their future. And then we also have a community-focused goal, district-focused, a staff and a family-

focused goal that I'll work toward helping us meet our goals for students. So, from a big perspective, our goals remain

the same, and then we do a different work every year to help accomplish those goals.

RF: It's scary to send a kid to school in this day and age, let alone, be that student that's attending those classes.

TP: One thing I would want to say to parents and to assure parents is that safety is our top priority. And it truly is. We

know that our students need to feel safe and be safe and our staff need to be safe in order for learning to happen, and

so that's why we invest in the safety efforts that we do. The levy passed last year, which is great and that community

support is enabling us to expand safety, and we've had really, really good positive feedback. There's been lots of

comments on our social media about parents feeling good about sending their students to school, and we know we've

got data that shows that our students feel good about it as well. Every spring we survey our students grades 3 through

12, and one of the questions we ask is whether they feel safe at school, and we have 86% of our students reporting that

they do feel safe at school and that was before the addition of the safety officers and expanded SRO program. We also

have more counselors in our high schools this year as well, because part of being safe isn't just physical safety. It's

about that social emotional safety and having someone to talk to if you've got concerns and we've got good systems for

students to report safety concerns through their administration. We've got an anonymous safety alert system that

people can use. So, all of those efforts combined, really, to help assure families that we take safety really seriously and

we invest resources in that because we know how important it is.

RF: How would you say that COVID impacted teachers in the Kennewick School District?

TP: It was an extraordinarily challenging time for everybody. For our students first and foremost, with, you know, the

governor, closing schools. You know, the shift for staff from face-to-face learning to remote learning to hybrid learning

and all of those changes. So, there was no doubt that it was a difficult challenging time for our students, for our families,

for our staff. I'm really proud that you know, we were able to persevere through it and learn from it and I think emerge

better for it in some ways, in that, you know, our staff have been able to really implement technology, new learning

management systems, new strategies for communicating with parents that maybe we didn't need to if it hadn't been for

COVID. Now, nobody wishes COVID happened or anything like that. But, you know, just looking for the silver lining. It's

like, ‘what did we learn from that?’ And ‘how can we use what we learned to make our educational experience even

stronger for people.’ Nationwide, there is learning loss that occurred for students, there's no question. We've been able

to take some of our COVID ESSER dollars, the the learning recovery dollars that we received from the federal

government, to really target areas, for example, elementary mathematics. We're doing a new adoption of curricular

materials this year to help strengthen our math program, and we're using those ESSER dollars to help fund that. So,

we've also implemented, this will be our third year of implementation of tutoring. It's free to families. It's real time

online tutoring, and it's available to everyone and we want to make sure we get the word out about that. We've had

really good feedback about that and that's something that we offer, again, using those learning recovery dollars to help

our students, you know, recover from some of the lost learning that they experienced during COVID.

RF: You were talking about that silver lining that kind of came with a pandemic. Would you say that schools have kind of

learned how to better adapt to things, roll with punches, adapt and change quickly?



TP: Yeah, you know, it's interesting when you go through something that's really challenging and you come out the other

side, you realize, you know, we can do hard things right. We can persevere through difficulty and come out stronger for

it. So I think just the amount of flexibility and adaptability and just, you know, we would get new information from the

state and have to act on it, like, practically the next day. All of those things, I think, contribute to that feeling. ‘Well, okay,

we were able to, to live through that, and we made it through and so we can face other challenges as well.’

RF: Do you feel like there's been a wave of learning loss throughout our communities with students being behind

because they didn't get that in person experience with their educators?

TP: Thankfully, in this community, in this side of the state, we were one of the first districts and one of the first areas to

return to hybrid and full time learning whereas some school districts and other parts of the state, in other parts of the

country, didn't return to full time learning that second year of the pandemic. That being said, we look at that data and

we say, well, how can we use our resources then to address this lost learning, to address these gaps? And so, as I said,

you know, we've used funding for providing tutoring, no cost tutoring to all families and students in our district, we're

using it to adopt new math materials that will strengthen our mathematics program at the elementary schools for our

students, and we've also invested in mental health therapists through partnership with Comprehensive HealthCare, and

those people have been in our high schools and middle schools. This will be, I believe, the second year of implementing

that program, because some of the challenges that are connected to learning also have to do with just what other kinds

of social emotional needs students have, and so we want to be able to address those along with the academic needs

with the ultimate goal that they're going to be more successful academically with all of those supports.

RF: Would you say there's been higher needs since the pandemic for mental health care?

TP: We definitely saw a peak, you know, especially coming right after the pandemic, coming right back to school. I think

the need was there pre-pandemic and the need continues to be there now. And so, you know, our goal is just to be able

to have the resources to provide students with the help that they need when they need it.

RF: Have there been discussions within the school district about how we can use AI, if we should use AI, should we limit

AI? How is it being addressed in the Kennewick School District?

TP: We are having those conversations. It's interesting because it seems about every other email I get, not from parents

or community members, but more from educational organizations has to do with AI and how districts are dealing with AI,

and what policies and procedures. I know that there are some districts across the state who developed policies, I think,

pretty much, banning AI last year, and now they're reversing course on some of those policies, because I think what

they're discovering as I'm reading is that really we need to—AI is here and we need to help students and staff members

understand how to use it appropriately. So, anytime I think there's new technology, we have to acknowledge that there is

that technology and help students know how to navigate it. Whether, you know, when the internet first became a thing,

right? We needed to incorporate digital citizenship and Internet safety into our teaching with students and knowing even

now, like, you can't just copy something off of the internet and turn it in as your own work and so, you know, ‘how can

you use AI in a responsible manner without plagiarizing’ and those kinds of things, is what we're discussing and have on

our plans to develop a policy for this year.

RF: I know Washington maybe isn't dealing with this as strongly as other states are, but are we seeing a teacher shortage

here in the Kennewick School District?



TP: I wouldn't necessarily characterize it as a shortage, but definitely, there are harder to fill positions than others.

Special education continues to be an area in our state and probably across the nation that's a harder to fill position. And

then there's other staff categories too, like bus drivers and paraeducators that we're always, you know, looking for as

well. Our teacher shortage probably isn't as pronounced as it is in other areas of the country. I think part of that is, yeah,

it's a great place to live and work in Washington State, and there's been efforts in recent years to ensure that teachers

are fairly compensated and all of those kinds of things. I think it does play into making it, you know, an attractive state

to work in. We also do some things locally, to try to attract and recruit and retain teachers.

RF: DARE is not exactly what it used to be. It used to have a little bit of a worse rap than it does now. Have there been

program shifts?

TP: Yeah, so I think maybe what some people have in their mind when they hear DARE is what DARE used to be and it

kind of came about in the 80s. I think with the whole ‘just say no,’ and that kind of thing, but it really has evolved over

the years and it's really, you know, a curriculum focused on helping students make good choices and, so, it really has

evolved with the times and you know, this last spring, I was able to go to a number of DARE graduations. Officer Canada

had been our DARE officer through KPD. He’s a KPD officer, and he is mainly the officer who taught DARE in our

elementary schools, and then there's a graduation every spring and it's a really great event because all the fifth graders

are a part of that and families are there and they talk quite a bit during that ceremony about how it's, you know, what

the program is all about and how it's different from maybe what it started out as, and there's still clearly a focus on

keeping kids safe and having kids make good choices and staying away from drugs and alcohol. So, it's a really great

program to have and we're going to continue it in our middle schools.

If you have any questions for your local superintendents, send them to rfitzgerald@applevalleynewsnow.com.

READ MORE FROM APPLEVALLEYNEWSNOW.COM:
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Nine names are finalists being considered for Pasco’s 2
new schools

ERIC ROSANE EROSANE@TRICITYHERALD.COM

Future students of Pasco’s third comprehensive school district flip soil on the first tree sapling to be planted at the site. When it opens in fall 2025, the new
school will serve 2,000 students living in the northwest neighborhoods of the Pasco School District.

BY ERIC ROSANE
EROSANE@TRICITYHERALD.COM

Pasco, WA
The school board in Pasco, Wash., will consider a slate of nine names for two new high schools that will open
in fall 2025.

During a special study session held Tuesday, the Pasco School Board heard from district staff as well as
members who served on two naming committees for the schools.

The naming committees were tasked with submitting to the board 3-to-5 recommendations, and the teams
sifted through more than 200 names suggested by the community.

Here are the five finalists made to name the district’s third comprehensive high school:

Desert Vista High School
Great Forks High School

mailto:erosane@tricityherald.com
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Harvest View High School
Sageview High School
Sunset High School

And here are the four finalists to name the district’s new choice career and college academy:

Orion High School
Pathways High School
Sun Willows High School
Tradewinds High School

The power to name the two schools rests on the school board, which will decide during the Oct. 24 regular
school board meeting. The district hopes to have the details wrapped up by Nov. 1 to incorporate the names
into the design of the schools.

Voters earlier this year approved a 21-year, $195.5 million bond measure to build a third comprehensive high
school to serve 2,000 students and a technical high school to serve 600 in-district students.

These new schools will aim to not only alleviate overcrowding in Pasco schools, but also provide more
program options for high school students.

Fowler General Construction has already begun work to construct the 300,000-square-foot high school,
which will sit on a 65-acre campus at 6091 Burns Road.

Construction of the college and career high school will begin in spring 2024. In addition to their high school
diploma, students there will also graduate with workforce-ready credentials, industry certifications and hands-
on experience.

Many of the names suggested by the community over the summer included those of notable Pasco leaders,
historical figures, and social justice and labor rights icons.

The committees used data and community feedback to narrow the list of names down, and also took into
account changing perceptions and associations that a school’s name may carry.

Mascots and school colors will be picked at a later date.

The district has also begun the process to redraw its boundaries to incorporate the third high school among
Chiawana High School and Pasco High School. A committee of community members will meet monthly from
November to March to weigh feedback against boundary scenarios.
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Washington state has safest high schools in America, says
new report

BY KARLEE VAN DE VENTER
KVANDEVENTER@TRICITYHERALD.COM

Washington state has been ranked the safest state for high school students in 2023, according to a recently
published study from Scholaroo, a resource site for high school students.

Rankings were calculated based on 11 safety metrics, which all contributed to an overall score out of 100.
States were ranked in order of their total score.

The study evaluated the following safety metrics at:

Regular weight:

Bullying
Cyberbullying
Exposure to illegal drugs
Forced sexual intercourse
Weapon carried at school
Threats of physical attack with a weapon

Half weight:

Feeling safe at school
School safety plans
School resource officers

Double weight:

Physical fights on school property

Triple weight:

School shootings

“Prioritizing safety is of paramount importance for high school students as they navigate through their
educational journey,” states the Scholaroo study introduction. “Ensuring a secure environment not only
fosters a conducive atmosphere for learning but also allows young individuals to focus on their studies and
personal growth without unnecessary concerns.”

 

WA HIGH SCHOOLS RANKED SAFEST

The study found that Washington state had the greatest overall safety score of all U.S. states. The Evergreen
State is followed in the top five by:

Delaware
Kentucky
Oklahoma
New Jersey
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The five lowest ranked states are:

Texas
Pennsylvania
North Carolina
Louisiana
Georgia

Across the 11 safety metrics, here’s how Washington ranked:

Bullying: 26
Cyberbullying: 21
Exposure to illegal drugs: 9
Feeling safe at school: 45
School shootings: 36
School resource officers: 5
Forced sexual intercourse: 1
Weapons carried at school: 14
Threats of physical attack with a weapon: 1
Physical attack or fight with a weapon: 3

There were only two rankings for School Safety Plans, 1 and 45. Washington was one of over half the states
to be ranked 1 in any category.

Karlee Van De Venter: 509-416-6035, @KarleeVNews
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Superintendent Sit-Down: Kiona-Benton School District
By Rylee Fitzgerald
Oct 12, 2023

BENTON CITY, Wash. — We are sitting down with superintendents as we continue to kick off this school year. We’re asking what the most important
things are to school districts and what problems education systems are facing.

In this edition of the Superintendent Sit-Down, we spoke with Kiona-Benton School District Superintendent, Pete Peterson.

Interview transcript:
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RYLEE FITZGERALD: What are some of the goals for the Kiona-Benton School District for the 2023 to 2024 school year?

SUPERINTENDENT PETE PETERSON: I think one of the biggest schools is trying to refocus around KiBe as a community

and as a school system within the community. We're taking very important steps to recognize that our kids don't

necessarily look like other kids either up or down the valley or in the Tri-Cities, and making sure that we're affording

them the best opportunities for our kids. So, trying to design some programming and some opportunities that may not

exist in other places, but our kids have a need. So, we're trying to focus on that a little more this year.

RF: What are some of the challenges that this school year is bringing?

PP: To be honest, the school year has started off, knock on wood, as well as the school year has started in quite a while.

As I talked to other superintendents and other school personnel around the region around the state, we're getting a lot

of the same things. Kids have fallen back into a routine. You know, last year was really the first kind of ‘go back to real

school post-COVID,’ and it had its own unique set of challenges, as a lot of people will tell you from last year. This year,

things were a little more known, and so, expectations for kids have been higher and the kids have jumped up to meet

them. It's kind of nice to go into a school year, and really have an expectation, ‘Oh, yeah. We’re doing school again, the

way that we were trained to do it before COVID.'

RF: How would you say that COVID impacted teachers?

PP: I marveled at the fact that our teaching staff was able to do as well as they could on very short notice. That being

said, some of the things that our teachers are utilizing every day, quite frankly, wouldn't have been there unless COVID

had happened. So, we have a lot more teachers using interactive software. We get used to the Teams and the Zooms for

meetings. Well, those have very good ways of being utilized in the classroom. So, all of our kids have access to Teams,

and quite frankly, we were able to get kids computers and go one-to-one much faster than if we'd been simply asked to

implement it over a number of years. The necessity of COVID in the things that it forced upon us have actually turned

out to be, in some cases, a positive because it really made us come up to speed quicker.

RF: Did COVID kind of make teachers and faculty and staff kind of be able to think quicker on their feet and adapt to

changes faster?

PP: I don't think that any teacher would be accused of not having to think on their feet on a daily basis, regardless of the

circumstances. I think what it brought up were unique challenges and new challenges that they hadn't had to think

about before, make some adaptations and then realize that they could utilize some of those things that they adapted

into regular classrooms as we've come back.

RF: How did COVID affect students in the Kiona-Benton school district?

PP: It had, in my opinion, it had higher level of impact here in Kiona-Benton City than in a lot of places and I think any of

the school systems around the small rural-based, faced a lot of those same unique challenges. A lot of our kids are on a

free and reduced lunch, so we had to work around making sure that our kids were fed during COVID. We ran our food

service and our transportation virtually nonstop for the better part of two years. No summer break, no spring break, no

Christmas break because we were trying to account for some of those unique needs that we face here. A lot of our kids

have the responsibility of taking care of younger siblings. So, once their parents went back to work, in many cases that

left kids home to take care of younger siblings. So, we've had a unique set of challenges, but also I think that our



community as a whole and again, I think this is attributable to the graciousness that most small communities have, is we

take care of our own and community members really stepped up to help out during that time and quite frankly, they still

are.

RF: Did you see in the Kiona-Benton school district, a wave of learning loss through the school year? You said that you've

kind of caught up a little bit?

PP: Well, we've gotten used to the routines and how we do school. I don't think you're going to find a school district

anywhere, not only in the state, but probably the country that didn't have some sort of, of an impact from learning loss,

and now it's really a matter of just trying to catch up and I don't think that is anything that's going to happen in this

district or any of our neighbors, in the next six months, next year or next two years. We repeatedly tell our principals

these groups of kids that missed out on that two or three years of regular learning are going to be impacted for the rest

of their careers. You're going to see those kids moving up into middle school, moving up into high school, and it's not

simply a learning loss. In many cases, kids lost social time, they lost social learning, they lost the ability to interact with

people and that's a slow process to get back. So, I think we're gonna see the impacts of this go on for the next five to 10

years, quite frankly, until those kids move through the system. But hopefully, and I know whether our teaching staff,

we're doing the right things along the way to catch them up academically, and hopefully socially as well.

RF: That was one of my questions was, emotionally and socially, was there also a wave of loss?

PP: I think there was and quite frankly, there were for adults, too. No one had been through a period of time where, for

the better part of six months people were stuck at home, or the only social interaction were through our computers and

through cameras. So, those types of things for everyone coming back had to be relearned, and I think that was the

biggest challenge for us last year, was getting students, staff and parents used to those social interactions again, and

this year, we're seeing that the hard work—and it was hard work last year—we're seeing that pay dividends because

people kids parents, teachers are falling back into that rhythm.

RF: I've seen a push for mental health resources for everybody, but a lot for teenagers as well. Have you seen this

represented through the school district?

PP: Yeah, I believe so, and, I think again, that was a scenario that we were talking about before COVID. COVID simply

exacerbated the problem, and so, we as most districts have have really tried to focus on social-emotional learning and

getting kids up to speed and, and taking care of those needs because when you're talking about needs of students, if

you're not taking care of some of those personal needs, those foundational needs, it's impossible to not throw academic

learning on top of them. That's always been a challenge in education in general. I think that COVID really pushed us,

though, to try and try and meet those needs first. I think a lot of districts and a lot of school systems, ours included,

probably tried to do those side-by-side for a long time, and coming down to COVID, we realized if we don't get the

social-emotional right, any academic goals or academic desires simply aren’t going to take until we meet those more

basic needs.

RF: How are those resources being handled through the school district to meet students' needs?

PP: Well, we're pretty fortunate in, again, we have a community that's very outgoing and a lot of our needs as well as

being social-emotional are simply some of those foundational needs. We have a pantry system where we have kids who

come in and they may need to take some extra food home over a weekend. They may need some more school resources,

things like that, that we get donations for. But when you're kind of looking at, not simply an academic need or a social-

emotional need, we just have needy kids in general, and we've run the gamut from kids and what those needs are. So, I



think one of the things that we've been taught is that we have to take a much more personal accountability for each kid

and not simply assume that all kids need the same things. Coming out of COVID, we've kind of had to take a very basic

look at each kid and say, ‘Okay, this student really needs X, Y or Z but the student over here doesn't need that, but boy,

they could use some help in these other areas,’ and again, being part of a small community, we have some resources

available here locally, and some people who are really willing to step up and help us provide that, but we're also

fortunate because we've got great partners in Columbia Basin College, WSU Tri Cities, the Washington Student

Achievement Council. I mean, everybody's kind of coming around to see that there are things that each individual

partner, whether it's social or academic, does successfully and does very well. Not everybody has all the answers. So,

trying to get everybody in a room to discover ‘where are some of our challenges, and where some of our strengths?’ and

then learning from each other. I think those are new conversations that didn't always happen before COVID that now we

realize, no one group is going to be able to fix this problem. It's going to take a community effort, whether it's a small

community, just Benton City or part of the larger region is something that superintendents talk about regularly at our

meetings, when we all get together is, ‘What are we doing as individual districts that could help other districts?’ and so

we have a lot of those types of conversations.

RF: We've also seen a lot of violence across schools across the country. Have we seen anything like that in the Kiona-

Benton School District?

PP: We've been very fortunate. We consider our schools to be safe. But we've had no major violent outbursts, no major

acts of violence in the schools, and quite frankly, we didn't before COVID. Our staff is very aware of safety as a primary

focus of our school system, and I think again, in a smaller district, kids are more comfortable coming forward because

they have a much more personal relationship with most of the adults in the school. I know some of our other schools in

the region have seen and had issues. You know, luckily, we haven't been there, and we don't treat that as a foregone

conclusion. We train our staff and we train our kids on what to do when you have problems or you hear things, say

things you know, speak up and let us know about the problems before they become so big that we have to address them

immediately. Let's try and address them as they come up and get them out of the way.

RF: Is there more anxiety in students and staff in the school district? Because of those national trends?

PP: I think there's an anxiety amongst all educators right now. I think it's, again, not a local phenomenon. I think it's a

nationwide phenomenon. We tend to though focus on the big items that get blown up in news and we all have rather

personal reactions to those, but I think at the end of the day, I think our students and our staff would tell you we're in a

better position to be able to deal with that because of our size and the ‘close-knitness,’ if you will, of the community, not

to say we don't have problems. We simply tried to identify him earlier before they become unmanageable.

RF: Have there been conversations regarding artificial intelligence?

PP: I would say no. They haven't been topics that have been high up on our list of concerns either brought to us or

concerns by staff. Again, I think that's more of a case of, we try not to wait to react to things when they become a big

thing. You know, we haven't had a lot of discussion around AI but I know you know, we have people going on strike in

Hollywood over those types of things. But, yeah, they haven't been, they haven't been huge, but we don't try and sweep

those types of conversations under the rug either. If someone wants to come out of the conversation, we're more than

willing to have it. But I think we're in a good spot, again, because I think people feel good about having those types of

conversations, knowing that we know each other. The community knows each other well. They know the students well,

and it's also terribly hard to keep a secret in small districts. So, if something happens, most everybody's going to hear

about it.



RF: At the very beginning, we had mentioned new programs. Is there something that you're specifically excited about?

PP: I think probably one of our things that we're working on very hard these days, it's around the Washington Student

Achievement Council, and we received a grant through the STEM Foundation, and so we're working really hard to create

new opportunities for our kids here in Benton City. When you have partners like CBC and WSU Tri-Cities that are willing

to come here to talk to kids, as opposed to us going there, it's a really good dynamic and it feeds into the idea that as a

small district and a small community, we understand there's a challenge of preparing our kids not only for life outside of

school, but oftentimes life outside of this community and we want to really refocus on giving kids opportunities to stay

in the community, to hit those those lifetime achievements and outcomes that we want to see, with the realization they

can do it here locally and not have to travel 100 miles or even to the Tri-Cities to do it, and that's been rather refreshing

to be able to see there are people in the state and the region who want to have those types of conversations, because a

lot of rural districts will feel like they've been kind of left out of those conversations. So, when you have the opportunity

to grab a hold of them. Even though we're still in the talking and discussing phase, I think it holds some promise as to

what could be done in small districts, when all the resources aren't going to the biggest players in the state.

RF: If you’ve got a kid who's about to join the Kiona-Benton School District, what's the top thing parents need to know?

PP: You know, I think the main thing that parents need to know as they send their kids to our schools is we've got a very

caring staff and that we're going to do everything we can to meet individual needs of kids. I think in education as a

whole, the days of being a number as a student, I think those are gone. Because, if you're not meeting the individual

needs of kids, you're not setting them up to be able to benefit from your academic teachings that we have to offer, and,

so, regardless of what the problem is for individual kids or families, we have to meet kids needs where they're at. We

can't expect everyone to come here and simply fall into line. In education, we've been in a position where we kind of

advertise ourselves as ‘we take everyone and everybody comes to us for certain reasons.’ We have to be on our A-game,

because there are so many other educational opportunities out there. It's not just a one-horse town anymore. If we

don't recognize that it's not up to students and families to meet our expectations, but sometimes, we have to meet

theirs and meet them halfway. I think that's going to be the next significant barrier that we have to overcome in

education in general, is that, as kids get computers and get access and through their phones to a wide, much wider

world, and have to be prepared to meet everybody where they're at and not expect everybody just to jump on board

with the way we think and we do things.

If you have any questions for your local superintendents, send them to rfitzgerald@applevalleynewsnow.com.
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