Foundational Facts
Letter Naming Fluency

Letter Naming Fluency (LNF) assesses students’ ability to identify individual letters and say letter names. The
assessor marks letter names read incorrectly or skipped from an arrangement of randomly ordered upper and
lower-case letters. This measure is a strong predictor of later reading success, however, studies have failed
fo show that the actual teaching of letter names to students enhances reading ability. LNF is an indicator of
risk, rather than an instructional target (Acadience Reading K-6 Technical Manual, p. 20).

Successful learning of letter-sound correspondence leads to reading acquisition. Reading acquisition can
occur without knowledge of letter names (Mann & Wimmer, 2002). LNF is not a high leverage instructional
target, therefore benchmark goals are not provided. However, LNF measures are often included in
standardized early literacy assessments because it is a strong predictor of future reading achievement.

During Instruction
Deliberate, sequenced instruction
connecting letter naming with letter-
sound correspondence enhances
student reading ability.

During Assessment
Assessing letter naming fluency
provides an indicator of risk of later
reading success.
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Misuse of letter naming as an instructional target, isolated opportunities to explore and manipulate
from PA and Phonics, just makes that process more difficult. phonemes and letters as partofa
structured PA curriculum and practice.
¢ Interference with assessment validity. If we allow students to
practice LNF daily, it can be questioned: Are students

genuinely learning the automaticity associated with letter
naming that goes with deliberate teaching of phonological
awareness and phonics as measured by appropriate »
progress monitoring?




