
The Scarborough Education Foundation (SEF) is an independent, non-profit organization of  community volunteers 
whose mission is to connect the generosity of  our community with the creativity of  our educators to invest in 

improving the learning outcomes of  students of  Scarborough Public Schools.

The Scarborough Education Foundation (SEF) 
funds the best ideas of the districts brightest and 
most motivated educators by raising financial 
resources within the community through 
donations and  fundraising events. Educators 
may submit an application to the Foundation, 
during one of our semi-annual grant cycles, 
seeking support  for a specific initiative or 
program that they wish to implement in  their 
instructional framework. All grant requests must 
be approved by  the respective Principals and are 
then reviewed by the Foundation’s  Grant Review 
Committee, which is made up of board members, 
education  professionals, and other residents who 
represent various segments of the  community. 
Recommendations regarding grant awards are 
made by the  review committee to the Board of 
Directors which renders final approval  regarding 
awards and the distribution of funds.

For more information or to volunteer, please email 
us at info@sefmaine.org.

WWW.SEFMAINE.ORG

OUR VISION

•	 Develop inspired and motivated 
students prepared for the 21st century

•	 Teacher innovation & teaching 
excellence

•	 Partner with the Scarborough School 
District for a shared vision of academic 
excellence

•	 Enhance educational opportunities at 
all levels of the Scarborough School 
District with exceptional projects and 
programs

•	 Inspire community wide support for 
high quality public education

•	 Become the preferred donee offering 
informed and responsible stewardship 
of funds



SCAN TO VISIT
WWW.SEFMAINE.ORG

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

SEF seeks to enhance academic excellence in Scarborough public schools, primarily by making funding available to 
teachers to fund innovative and creative programs and initiatives.

SEF solicits donations from individuals and businesses. Fundraising events such as the annual Community Spelling 
Bee also provide support for the Foundation.  Other sources of fundraising are always under consideration such as 
seeking grants from larger foundations or businesses that support education.

Donations in any amount are always welcome and can be made online by clicking on the PayPal button on the left side 
of each page.  SEF utilizes PayPal to securely process online payments with a credit or debit card.  This is a fast and easy 
way to support SEF.   Please visit our Donation page for more info.

SEF is a community oriented organization and is often looking for help with various fundraising events or from persons 
with particular skills to help with committee projects.  Please use the Volunteer Survey Form if you wish to offer your 
talents and skills to the Foundation.      

Grant applications can be submitted by any employee of the Scarborough School 
District.  Please visit our Grants page for more information and to download the 
forms and guidelines necessary for submitting an application.

While SEF seeks to partner with the School District for a shared vision of academic 
excellence, the Foundation is an independent organization and is governed by 
its own board of directors.  All initiatives proposed to SEF must be in line with the 
District’s curriculum goals. 

The two primary differences between SEF and these organizations are as follows: 
SEF supports all phases and schools across the district from grades K-12, and SEF 
funding must be used to support programs and initiatives that relate to academic 
instruction.  SEF’s goal is to work in conjunction and cooperation with the existing 
parent-teacher organizations.

SEF does not propose specific programs or initiatives for any of the district’s schools or teachers.  SEF makes funding 
available to support innovative and creative ideas that teachers develop or discover and wish to implement in their 
classroom/instructional activities.

WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF THE SCARBOROUGH EDUCATION FOUNDATION?

WHERE DOES THE FUNDING FOR THE SCARBOROUGH EDUCATION FOUNDATION 
COME FROM?

HOW CAN I SUPPORT SEF?

HOW CAN I GET INVOLVED?

WHO CAN APPLY FOR A GRANT AND HOW DOES THE 
PROCESS WORK?

WHAT IS THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE SCARBOROUGH EDUCATION 
FOUNDATION AND THE SCHOOL DISTRICT?

WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN SEF AND THE 
PARENT-TEACHER ORGANIZATIONS?

DOES THE SCARBOROUGH EDUCATION FOUNDATION DESIGN OR IDENTIFY 
PROGRAMS TO BE INTRODUCED IN THE SCHOOLS?


