
Celebrating Diversity Throughout the Year
Elementary Classroom Community

“Books can make a difference in dispelling prejudice and building community: not with role models and
recipes, not with noble messages, but with stories that make us imagine the lives of others.” ~Hazel

Rochman, Against Borders: Promoting Books for a Multicultural World

About Equity & Diversity within the Classroom Community:We believe that the inclusion of multiple
voices is multi-pronged. As we revise Shared Literacy, we seek to include titles within each unit that
represent the myriad of voices that make up our global society. In addition, we believe that we can also
celebrate diversity through the nationally designated months to shine a spotlight on the contributions that
have often been left out.

As an educational institution, we value curiosity around cultures, celebrations, and traditions that make up the
complexity of our global society. As a public education institution, we are mindful that we want learners to be
well-rounded and aware of the complexity of our global society. Because of this, the equity team has
designed the following principles to guide decision-making around activities within the learning environment
and school community. We are also mindful that the celebration of any one tradition should not outweigh the
traditions and celebrations of others. We want every person in the organization to feel welcomed, seen, and
safe at school. All belong here; when we embrace the diversity of our community, we add to the collective
experience, thus creating joyful learning opportunities for all.

In District 129, we are guided by the following principles when deciding on activities:

● We believe that all learners have the right to and deserve to be included, accepted, and to contribute
unique perspectives and experiences.

● We value the creation of a school community where each individual is accepted and embraced for who
and what they bring to the learning space.

● We believe that a sense of belonging involves the acceptance, care for the needs, and growth of all
learners.

● We believe that every individual is shaped and influenced by multiple factors that add to an
educational community's rich tapestry.

“Let’s invite one another in. Maybe then we can begin to fear less, to make fewer wrong assumptions, to let
go of the biases and stereotypes that unnecessarily divide us.”

~Michelle Obama, Becoming
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“In diversity there is beauty and there is strength.” ~Maya Angelou

National Hispanic Heritage Month - Sept. 15 - Oct. 15
Harvesting Hope
By Kathleen Krull
978-0152014377

When Cesar Chavez led a 340-mile peaceful protest march through California, he
ignited a cause and improved the lives of thousands of migrant farmworkers.

But Cesar wasn't always a leader. As a boy, he was shy and teased at school. His family
slaved in the fields for barely enough money to survive. Cesar knew things had to
change, and he thought that—maybe—he could help change them. So he took charge.
He spoke up. And an entire country listened.

La Frontera
By Alfredo Alva
978-1782853923

Join a young boy and his father on a daring journey from Mexico to Texas to find a new
life. They’ll need all the resilience and courage they can muster to safely cross the
border - la frontera - and to make a home for themselves in a new land.

The Little Doctor
By Juan J. Guerra
978-1558858466

Salvador raced home from school to share exciting news with his abuela: he made an
A+ on his science test! But at home, he learns that his grandmother needs his help. She
is going to the doctor and wants her grandson to interpret for her. Abuela is nervous
because she has never been to a doctor in the United States. In El Salvador, she either
saw a curandera or drank te de manzanilla when she felt sick.
When he learns that none of the physicians speak Spanish, the boy realizes that he is
completely responsible for making sure the doctor understands his grandmother and
that she understands his instructions! But in spite of his help, the visit does not go well.
The doctor rushes in and out. He doesn't listen to Abuela. And he tells Salvador that
she should not eat so much Mexican food! Abuela is so upset that she threatens not to
take the medication the doctor prescribes! What can Salvador do to help her?
In this engaging bilingual picture book for children ages 4-8, a young Salvadoran boy
dreams of becoming a doctor who speaks both English and Spanish so that patients
like his beloved grandmother aren't afraid to visit the doctor. Paired with lively, colorful
illustrations by Victoria Castillo, this book will encourage children to think about their
own futures as well as the role their culture can play in helping the community.

Danza!
By Duncan Tonatiuh
978-1419725326

As a child, Amalia saw a pair of dancers in the town square. The way they stomped and
swayed to the rhythm of the beat inspired her. She knew one day she would become a
dancer. Amalia studied ballet and modern dance under the direction of skilled teachers
who had performed in world-renowned dance companies. But she never forgot the
folk dance she had seen years earlier.
She began traveling through the Mexican countryside, witnessing the dances of many
regions, and she used her knowledge of ballet and modern dance to adapt the
traditional dances to the stage. She founded her own dance company, a group that
became known as El Ballet Folklórico de México.
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https://www.amazon.com/Harvesting-Hope-Story-Cesar-Chavez/dp/0152014373/ref=sr_1_1?crid=20GBJYORLKPRV&keywords=Harvesting+Hope&qid=1696341483&s=books&sprefix=harvesting+hope%2Cstripbooks%2C124&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Frontera-Border-Journey-Spanish-English/dp/1782853928/ref=sr_1_1?crid=27K4W43DDHW13&keywords=la+frontera&qid=1696341556&s=books&sprefix=la+grontera%2Cstripbooks%2C82&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Little-Doctor-Doctorcito-English-Spanish/dp/1558858466/ref=sr_1_1?crid=14QV7HT1RSCKD&keywords=the+little+doctor&qid=1696341621&s=books&sprefix=the+little+doctor%2Cstripbooks%2C88&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Danza-Amalia-Hern%C3%A1ndez-Mexicos-Folkloric/dp/1419725327/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2FTP2DCWY2C7W&keywords=Danza%21&qid=1696341698&s=books&sprefix=danza+%2Cstripbooks%2C100&sr=1-1


Using his signature illustration style, inspired by the ancient art of the Mixtecs, Tonatiuh
tells the story of Amalia Hernández and the formation of one of the most famous and
successful dance companies in the world.
This is a celebration of Mexican heritage, culture, and dance that will entertain young
readers and their parents.
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