
Celebrating Diversity Throughout the Year
Elementary Classroom Community

“Books can make a difference in dispelling prejudice and building community: not with role models and
recipes, not with noble messages, but with stories that make us imagine the lives of others.” ~Hazel

Rochman, Against Borders: Promoting Books for a Multicultural World

About Equity & Diversity within the Classroom Community:We believe that the inclusion of multiple
voices is multi-pronged. As we revise Shared Literacy, we seek to include titles within each unit that
represent the myriad of voices that make up our global society. In addition, we believe that we can also
celebrate diversity through the nationally designated months to shine a spotlight on the contributions that
have often been left out.

As an educational institution, we value curiosity around cultures, celebrations, and traditions that make up the
complexity of our global society. As a public education institution, we are mindful that we want learners to be
well-rounded and aware of the complexity of our global society. Because of this, the equity team has
designed the following principles to guide decision-making around activities within the learning environment
and school community. We are also mindful that the celebration of any one tradition should not outweigh the
traditions and celebrations of others. We want every person in the organization to feel welcomed, seen, and
safe at school. All belong here; when we embrace the diversity of our community, we add to the collective
experience, thus creating joyful learning opportunities for all.

In District 129, we are guided by the following principles when deciding on activities:

● We believe that all learners have the right to and deserve to be included, accepted, and to contribute
unique perspectives and experiences.

● We value the creation of a school community where each individual is accepted and embraced for who
and what they bring to the learning space.

● We believe that a sense of belonging involves the acceptance, care for the needs, and growth of all
learners.

● We believe that every individual is shaped and influenced by multiple factors that add to an
educational community's rich tapestry.

“Let’s invite one another in. Maybe then we can begin to fear less, to make fewer wrong assumptions, to let
go of the biases and stereotypes that unnecessarily divide us.”

~Michelle Obama, Becoming
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“In diversity there is beauty and there is strength.” ~Maya Angelou

National Hispanic Heritage Month - Sept. 15 - Oct. 15
Marti’s Song for Freedom

By Emma Otheguy
978-0892393756

A bilingual biography of José Martí, who dedicated his life to the promotion of liberty,
the abolishment of slavery, political independence for Cuba, and intellectual freedom.
Written in verse with excerpts from Martí's seminal work, Versos sencillos.

Areli is a Dreamer
By Areli Morales
978-1984893994

When Areli was just a baby, her mama and papa moved from Mexico to New York with
her brother, Alex, to make a better life for the family--and when she was in
kindergarten, they sent for her, too.
Everything in New York was different. Gone were the Saturdays at Abuela’s house, filled
with cousins and sunshine. Instead, things were busy and fast and noisy. Areli’s limited
English came out wrong, and schoolmates accused her of being illegal. But with time,
America became her home. And she saw it as a land of opportunity, where millions of
immigrants who came before her paved their own paths. She knew she would, too.
This is a moving story--one that resonates with millions of immigrants who make up
the fabric of our country--about one girl living in two worlds, a girl whose DACA
application was eventually approved and who is now living her American dream.
The Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) is an immigration policy that has
provided relief to thousands of undocumented children, referred to as “Dreamers,” who
came to the United States as children and call this country home.

Diego Rivera
By Duncan Tonatiuh
978-0810997318

Diego, one of the most famous painters of the 20th century, was once just a
mischievous little boy who loved to draw. But this little boy would grow up to follow his
passion and greatly influence the world of art. After studying in Spain and France as a
young man, Diego was excited to return to his home country of Mexico.
There, he toured from the coasts to the plains to the mountains. He met the peoples of
different regions and explored the cultures, architecture, and history of those who had
lived before. Returning to Mexico City, he painted great murals representing all that he
had seen. He provided the Mexican people with a visual history of who they were and,
most importantly, who they are.
Tonatiuh, who has also been inspired by the art and culture of his native Mexico, asks, if
Diego was still painting today, what history would he tell through his artwork? What
stories would he bring to life?
Drawing inspiration from Rivera to create his own original work, Tonatiuh helps young
readers understand the importance of Diego Rivera’s artwork and to realize that they
too can tell stories through art.

Sing With Me
By Diana Lopez
978-0593110959

From a very early age, young Selena knew how to connect with people and bring
them together with music. Sing with Me follows Selena's rise to stardom, from
front-lining her family's band at rodeos and quinceañeras to performing in front of tens
of thousands at the Houston Astrodome. Young readers will be empowered by
Selena's dedication--learning Spanish as a teenager, designing her own clothes, and
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https://www.amazon.com/Mart%C3%ADs-Freedom-libertad-English-Spanish/dp/0892393750/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2LZANF530JGR4&keywords=Marti%E2%80%99s+Song+for+Freedom&qid=1696341244&s=books&sprefix=marti+s+song+for+freedom%2Cstripbooks%2C123&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Areli-Dreamer-Story-Morales-Recipient/dp/1984893998/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1O9XAB81LO57T&keywords=Areli+is+a+dream&qid=1696341165&s=books&sprefix=areli+is+a+dream%2Cstripbooks%2C72&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Diego-Rivera-His-World-Ours/dp/0810997312/ref=sr_1_3?crid=34X4F53S0G9C8&keywords=Diego+rivera&qid=1696341067&s=books&sprefix=diego+rivera%2Cstripbooks%2C80&sr=1-3
https://www.amazon.com/Sing-Me-Story-Selena-Quintanilla/dp/0593110951/ref=sr_1_1?crid=36BKAMHH2UGWK&keywords=sing+with+me&qid=1696340993&s=books&sprefix=sing+with+me%2Cstripbooks%2C81&sr=1-1


traveling around the country with her family--sharing her pride in her
Mexican-American roots and her love of music and fashion with the world.
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