
Celebrating Diversity Throughout the Year
Elementary Classroom Community

“Books can make a difference in dispelling prejudice and building community: not with role models and
recipes, not with noble messages, but with stories that make us imagine the lives of others.” ~Hazel

Rochman, Against Borders: Promoting Books for a Multicultural World

About Equity & Diversity within the Classroom Community:We believe that the inclusion of multiple
voices is multi-pronged. As we revise Shared Literacy, we seek to include titles within each unit that
represent the myriad of voices that make up our global society. In addition, we believe that we can also
celebrate diversity through the nationally designated months to shine a spotlight on the contributions that
have often been left out.

As an educational institution, we value curiosity around cultures, celebrations, and traditions that make up the
complexity of our global society. As a public education institution, we are mindful that we want learners to be
well-rounded and aware of the complexity of our global society. Because of this, the equity team has
designed the following principles to guide decision-making around activities within the learning environment
and school community. We are also mindful that the celebration of any one tradition should not outweigh the
traditions and celebrations of others. We want every person in the organization to feel welcomed, seen, and
safe at school. All belong here; when we embrace the diversity of our community, we add to the collective
experience, thus creating joyful learning opportunities for all.

In District 129, we are guided by the following principles when deciding on activities:

● We believe that all learners have the right to and deserve to be included, accepted, and to contribute
unique perspectives and experiences.

● We value the creation of a school community where each individual is accepted and embraced for who
and what they bring to the learning space.

● We believe that a sense of belonging involves the acceptance, care for the needs, and growth of all
learners.

● We believe that every individual is shaped and influenced by multiple factors that add to an
educational community's rich tapestry.

“Let’s invite one another in. Maybe then we can begin to fear less, to make fewer wrong assumptions, to let
go of the biases and stereotypes that unnecessarily divide us.”

~Michelle Obama, Becoming
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“In diversity there is beauty and there is strength.” ~Maya Angelou

National Hispanic Heritage Month - Sept. 15 - Oct. 15
Side by Side

By Monica Brown
978-0061227813

A powerful and accessible bilingual picture book that highlights "the power and impact
of ordinary but dedicated citizens."*
Every day, thousands of farmworkers harvested the food that ended up on kitchen
tables all over the country. But at the end of the day, when the workers sat down to eat,
there were only beans on their own tables. Then Dolores Huerta and Cesar Chavez
teamed up. Together they motivated the workers to fight for their rights and, in the
process, changed history.
Award-winning author Monica Brown and acclaimed illustrator Joe Cepeda join
together to create this stunning tribute to two of the most influential people of the
twentieth century.
"I love that this book introduces Dolores and Cesar as children and connects their early
life experiences to the decisions they made as they grew up," commented reviewer
Maria Ramos-Chertok in the blog "Latinxs in Kid Lit." "Given that I longed for bilingual
children’s books when my two sons were growing up, I only wish I had known about
this book earlier." She added that Side by Side offers opportunities to open discussions
about work and career, feminism, and friendship, as well as a fresh perspective on
history.

Frida
By Jonah Winter
978-0590203203

When her mother was worn out from caring for her five sisters, her father gave her
lessons in brushwork and color. When polio kept her bedridden for nine months,
drawing saved her from boredom. When a bus accident left her in unimaginable agony,
her paintings expressed her pain and depression - and eventually, her joys and her
loves. Over and over again, Frida Kahlo turned the challenges of her life into art. Now
Jonah Winter and Ana Juan have drawn on both the art and the life to create a playful,
insightful tribute to one of the twentieth century's most influential artists. Viva Frida!

¡Mambo Mucho Mambo!
By JDean Robbins
978-1536206081

Millie danced to jazz in her Italian neighborhood. Pedro danced to Latin songs in his
Puerto Rican neighborhood. It was the 1940s in New York City, and they were forbidden
to dance together . . . until first a band and then a ballroom broke the rules. Machito and
His Afro-Cubans hit the scene with a brand-new sound, blending jazz trumpets and
saxophones with Latin maracas and congas creating Latin jazz, music for the head, the
heart, and the hips. Then the Palladium Ballroom issued a bold challenge to
segregation and threw open its doors to all. Illustrated with verve and told through
real-life characters who feature in an afterword, ¡Mambo Mucho Mambo! portrays the
power of music and dance to transcend racial, religious, and ethnic boundaries.

Sharuko
By Monica Brown
978-0892394234

A fascinating bilingual picture book biography of Peruvian archaeologist and national
icon Julio C. Tello, who unearthed Peru's ancient cultures and fostered pride in the
country's Indigenous history.
Growing up in the late 1800s, Julio Tello, an Indigenous boy, spent time exploring the
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https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0061227811/ref=ppx_yo_dt_b_search_asin_title?ie=UTF8&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/Frida-English-Language-Jonah-Winter/dp/0590203207/ref=sr_1_2?crid=9Q6E0I40ALTZ&keywords=frida&qid=1696340489&s=books&sprefix=frida%2Cstripbooks%2C84&sr=1-2
https://www.amazon.com/%C2%A1Mambo-Mucho-Mambo-Dance-Crossed/dp/1536206083/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3A2TV8KCLNMAU&keywords=mambo+mucho&qid=1696340379&s=books&sprefix=mambo+mucho%2Cstripbooks%2C73&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Sharuko-Arque%C3%B3logo-Peruano-Peruvian-Archaeologist/dp/0892394234/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1LKPOFJHBYRCF&keywords=Sharuko&qid=1696340158&s=books&sprefix=sharuko%2Cstripbooks%2C121&sr=1-1


caves and burial grounds in the foothills of the Peruvian Andes. Nothing scared Julio,
not even the ancient human skulls he found. His bravery earned him the boyhood
nickname Sharuko, which means brave in Quechua, the language of the Native people
of Peru.
At the age of twelve, Julio moved to Lima to continue his education. While in medical
school, he discovered an article about the skulls he had found. The skulls had long ago
been sent to Lima to be studied by scientists. The article renewed Julio's interest in his
ancestry, and he decided to devote his medical skills to the study of Peru's Indigenous
history.
Over his lifetime, Julio Tello made many revolutionary discoveries at archaeological
sites around Peru, and he worked to preserve the historical treasures he excavated. He
showed that Peru's Indigenous cultures had been established thousands of years ago,
disproving the popular belief that Peruvian culture had been introduced more recently
from other countries. He fostered pride in his country's Indigenous ancestry, making
him a hero to all Peruvians. Because of the brave man once known as Sharuko, people
around the world today know of Peru's long history and its living cultural legacy.
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