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kids congress very receptive to this space

like spaces to gather small groups in nature
liked unique, creative aspect of cubbies & hang out spaces

Views & natural light important elements of group / reading spaces

approval of combination of indirect & downlighting LIKE THE USE OF COLOR
Views to nature

Like the Idea of Getting Kids in Nature

fun place for kids to hang out

like the idea of water play as way to cool down during hot months

opportunity with outdoor connection from STEAM

SHADE

plentiful SHADE

garden & connect with nature



indoor / outdoor connectivity
Adaptable learning spaces that blur the lines between inside and 
outside and can create a variety of learning opportunities

community impact
An inclusive, welcoming campus with a strong connection to the 
diverse, multi-cultural students, families, and neighboring community

design aspirations

stewardship & sustainability
Building and landscape that serve as a model and teaching tool for 
sustainable design in the desert environment

health & wellness
An environment that encourages movement and a strong connection to 
nature within a safe and comfortable space

adventurous learning
Flexible campus design that promotes exploration and self-discovery 
with opportunity for hands-on engagement and collaboration
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Site Strategy:
1. Focus on improvements in Zone A.
2. Develop pricing menu for remaining specialty site elements.
3. Option to seek additional funding through grants or donors 

for specialty elements.

ZONE A
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The New School Design . WETLAND COURTYARD / RIPARIAN ZONE
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D.G. PATH

The New School Design . POLLINATOR GARDEN
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The New School Design . ECO / NATURE PLAY
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The New School Design . TREEHOUSE / CLIMBING AREA

TUMBLE HILL
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Rain Garden

Rain Garden

Proposed Multiuse Field 
& Irrigation Zones
@ the New School

4.10 acres in need of irrigation
11.00 acre-feet per year

Conservation Strategies
@ the New School

Rainwater Harvesting:
Being mindful of how rainwater is 
discharged and collected by the 
built environment.  Utilize buildings 
& site design to effectively divert 
and collect water to supplement 
and offset irrigation demands.

Bioswales:
Utilize a network of bioswales, 
(shallow vegetated trenches) laid 
out across the campus intended to 
slow down rainwater run-off, filter 
pollutants, and maximize ability for 
supplemental irrigation to be 
directed where needed during rain 
events.  

Rain Garden:
Larger depressed basins, fed by 
bioswales, intended to collect 
rainwater and reduce run-off.  Areas 
are planted and promote 
reabsorption back into the soil vs. 
discharging to a gutter or adjacent 
street.

proposed irrigation design

Wetland

58% reduction in annual irrigation water consumption, from the site’s historical context 

Eco Nature Play



The New School Design . SUSTAINABILITY STRATEGIES

Rainwater Harvesting / Rain Gardens / Bioswales



The New School Design . SUSTAINABILITY STRATEGIES

PV Solar
Array

Renewable Energy
• 141 kW Array



outdoor learning courtyard
25,000 sf

outdoor sport court 
(covered)

plan
The New School. LEVEL 1 . ground
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open to 
outdoor learning 
courtyard below

outdoor sport court 
(covered)

plan
The New School. LEVEL 2 . upper

24,616 GSF

2-5 learning 
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• adventurous learning
• health & wellness
• indoor / outdoor connectivity
• community impact
• stewardship & sustainability

The New School – Creighton School District



LET’S TAKE A TOUR!



WHAT’S NEXT:

1. “Guaranteed Maximum Price” presented to Governing Board 
for approval.

2. Construction begins based on Board approval Summer 2023.
3. Community and Governing Board updates will be presented 

throughout construction.
4. School opens August 2024.



Designing for the Adventure of 
Outdoor Learning







Big Ideas of
Outdoor Learning

Outdoor Learning is a planned and 
purposeful facilitated approach led by an 
instructor, teacher, leader, coach, or guide.

Outdoor Learning happens predominantly, 
but not exclusively, in the 
outdoors. Learning about the environment 
in which the activity and experience takes 
place is a key part of the overall process of 
participation and learning.

Learning includes self-direction and direct 
education. Outdoor Learning covers the 
acquisition or refinement of specific 
knowledge and skills as well as changes in 
behaviors and attitudes that can lead to 
increased health, wellbeing, and 
environmental awareness.

To form healthy, developmental, and 
sustainable self-led relationships with the 
natural environment people need a mix of 
outdoor learning experiences. 

















New Creighton School Community Feedback



Community Feedback



New School Vision



Additional Questions



THE NEW SCHOOL
Creighton School District
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