
Celebrating Diversity Throughout the Year
Elementary Classroom Community

“Books can make a difference in dispelling prejudice and building community: not with role models and
recipes, not with noble messages, but with stories that make us imagine the lives of others.” ~Hazel

Rochman, Against Borders: Promoting Books for a Multicultural World

About Equity & Diversity within the Classroom Community:We believe that the inclusion of multiple
voices is multi-pronged. As we revise Shared Literacy, we seek to include titles within each unit that
represent the myriad of voices that make up our global society. In addition, we believe that we can also
celebrate diversity through the nationally designated months to shine a spotlight on the contributions that
have often been left out.

As an educational institution, we value curiosity around cultures, celebrations, and traditions that make up the
complexity of our global society. As a public education institution, we are mindful that we want learners to be
well-rounded and aware of the complexity of our global society. Because of this, the equity team has
designed the following principles to guide decision-making around activities within the learning environment
and school community. We are also mindful that the celebration of any one tradition should not outweigh the
traditions and celebrations of others. We want every person in the organization to feel welcomed, seen, and
safe at school. All belong here; when we embrace the diversity of our community, we add to the collective
experience, thus creating joyful learning opportunities for all.

In District 129, we are guided by the following principles when deciding on activities:

● We believe that all learners have the right to and deserve to be included, accepted, and to contribute
unique perspectives and experiences.

● We value the creation of a school community where each individual is accepted and embraced for who
and what they bring to the learning space.

● We believe that a sense of belonging involves the acceptance, care for the needs, and growth of all
learners.

● We believe that every individual is shaped and influenced by multiple factors that add to an
educational community's rich tapestry.

“Let’s invite one another in. Maybe then we can begin to fear less, to make fewer wrong assumptions, to let
go of the biases and stereotypes that unnecessarily divide us.”

~Michelle Obama, Becoming
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“In diversity there is beauty and there is strength.” ~Maya Angelou

National Hispanic Heritage Month - Sept. 15 - Oct. 15
Tito Puente

By Monica Brown
978-0061227837

Tito Puente loved banging pots and pans as a child, but what he really dreamed of was
having his own band one day. From Spanish Harlem to the Grammy Awards—and all
the beats in between—this is the true life story of a boy whose passion for music
turned him into the "King of Mambo."

Clemente!
By Willie Perdomo
978-1250073228

Born in Puerto Rico, Roberto Clemente was the first Latin American player to be
inducted into the Baseball Hall of Fame, and the only player for whom the five-year
initiation period was waived. Known not only for his exceptional baseball skills but also
for his extensive charity work in Latin America, Clemente was well-loved during his 18
years playing for the Pittsburgh Pirates. He died in a plane crash while bringing aid
supplies to earthquake victims in Nicaragua. Willie Perdomo's rhythmic text and Bryan
Collier's energetic art combine to tell the story of one of baseball's greats.

Finding the Music
By Jennifer Torres
978-0892394067

Bilingual English/Spanish. In this cheerful book, a determined Latina girl accidentally
breaks her grandfather's vihuela and ventures into her community to find someone
who can fix the instrument, leading her to discover his legacy as a mariachi player.
When Reyna accidentally breaks Abuelito's vihuela-a small guitar-like instrument-she
ventures out into the neighborhood determined to find someone who can help her
repair it.

No one can fix the vihuela, but along the way Reyna gathers stories and mementos of
Abuelito and his music. Still determined, Reyna visits the music store, where the owner
gives her a recording of Abuelito's music and promises that they can fix the vihuela
together. Reyna realizes how much she's learned about Abuelito, his influence in the
community, and the power of his music. She returns to her family's restaurant to share
Abuelito's gifts with Mama and is happier still finally to hear the sweet sounds of
Abuelito's music for herself.

Sharuko
By Monica Brown
978-0892394234

A fascinating bilingual picture book biography of Peruvian archaeologist and national
icon Julio C. Tello, who unearthed Peru's ancient cultures and fostered pride in the
country's Indigenous history.
Growing up in the late 1800s, Julio Tello, an Indigenous boy, spent time exploring the
caves and burial grounds in the foothills of the Peruvian Andes. Nothing scared Julio,
not even the ancient human skulls he found. His bravery earned him the boyhood
nickname Sharuko, which means brave in Quechua, the language of the Native people
of Peru.
At the age of twelve, Julio moved to Lima to continue his education. While in medical
school, he discovered an article about the skulls he had found. The skulls had long ago
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https://www.amazon.com/Tito-Puente-Mambo-King-Spanish-English/dp/0061227838/ref=sxts_b2b_sx_reorder_acb_customer?content-id=amzn1.sym.44ecadb3-1930-4ae5-8e7f-c0670e7d86ce%3Aamzn1.sym.44ecadb3-1930-4ae5-8e7f-c0670e7d86ce&crid=171V0947AVAVE&cv_ct_cx=tito+puente+mambo+king+book&keywords=tito+puente+mambo+king+book&pd_rd_i=0061227838&pd_rd_r=eb4813e3-f05e-4e07-a3b0-4fdac8dfafb9&pd_rd_w=3RgxQ&pd_rd_wg=3TxEl&pf_rd_p=44ecadb3-1930-4ae5-8e7f-c0670e7d86ce&pf_rd_r=35WP704Y66NYGA5ZF7EJ&qid=1696339848&sbo=RZvfv%2F%2FHxDF%2BO5021pAnSA%3D%3D&sprefix=Tito+pu%2Caps%2C82&sr=1-1-62d64017-76a9-4f2a-8002-d7ec97456eea
https://www.amazon.com/Clemente-Willie-Perdomo/dp/1250073227/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2XV3FALDNS0BF&keywords=Clemente%21&qid=1696339941&s=books&sprefix=clemente+%2Cstripbooks%2C109&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Finding-Music-En-Pos/dp/0892394064/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2MKV86OGGKN0L&keywords=Finding+the+Music&qid=1696340050&s=books&sprefix=finding+the+music%2Cstripbooks%2C107&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Sharuko-Arque%C3%B3logo-Peruano-Peruvian-Archaeologist/dp/0892394234/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1LKPOFJHBYRCF&keywords=Sharuko&qid=1696340158&s=books&sprefix=sharuko%2Cstripbooks%2C121&sr=1-1


been sent to Lima to be studied by scientists. The article renewed Julio's interest in his
ancestry, and he decided to devote his medical skills to the study of Peru's Indigenous
history.
Over his lifetime, Julio Tello made many revolutionary discoveries at archaeological
sites around Peru, and he worked to preserve the historical treasures he excavated. He
showed that Peru's Indigenous cultures had been established thousands of years ago,
disproving the popular belief that Peruvian culture had been introduced more recently
from other countries. He fostered pride in his country's Indigenous ancestry, making
him a hero to all Peruvians. Because of the brave man once known as Sharuko, people
around the world today know of Peru's long history and its living cultural legacy.
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