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SCIENCE – 8TH GRADE 
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SOCIAL STUDIES – 8TH GRADE 

 

Name: __________________________________________ 
 

Lesson 4 

Subject: Exploring US History through Material Culture: What can we learn from 

material culture in history? 

Objective: Students will explore the concept of material culture and its significance in 

understanding US history. They will learn how material artifacts and objects reflect the 

values, beliefs, and daily life of people from different historical periods. 

Exploring US History through Material Culture: 

The origin of everyday objects is a topic that often goes unnoticed in our busy lives. 

We rarely stop to ponder how our basic possessions, such as pens, chairs, or light 

bulbs, came into existence. However, these seemingly ordinary objects are vital 

components of our daily routines. Some objects, like food, water, and shelter, are 

undeniably essential to sustaining life, ensuring our survival and well-being. Beyond 

the necessities, there are various items that contribute to making life enjoyable, like 

books, art, music, and recreational gadgets. Objects hold significant cultural and 

historical value, providing insights into people's lifestyles, beliefs, and traditions 

throughout different periods and societies. By studying objects, also known as material 

culture, we can gain a deeper understanding of our past. We can study items such as 

Native American points and arrowheads, conestoga wagons, and beaver pelt hats to 

learn about basic human needs as well as luxury items of the time period. 

Below you can see these everyday and unfamiliar objects and contemplate the 

meanings of these objects to explore the form, function, and history of objects. 



 ·  

Beaver hat. (2023, March 4). In Wikipedia. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beaver_hat 

 

Native American point “arrowhead”  

 

Conestoga wagon. (2023, June 19). In Wikipedia. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Conestoga_wagon 



1. What can objects tell us about the past?  

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

2. What kinds of relationships exist between human beings and the objects they 

possess?  

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

3. What do these artifacts tell us about the people who used them?  

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

b. How might these artifacts differ from similar objects used today? 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

c. How might the study of material culture change our perception of historical 

events and figures? 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 
 



ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS – 8TH GRADE 

 

Name: __________________________________________ 

8th Grade ELA  

AMI Day #4  

Assignment  

 

Theme Playlist through Lyrics:  

 

For today’s assignment, you will create a playlist of songs to create a theme that you want.  

 

Directions: Today you will create a playlist of music around a specific theme that you select. You will choose a 

theme that is important to you in your life or one that you want to create. It could be a theme in a book you are 

currently reading, a theme of your choice, or one that resonates with you in your life right now, or even one that 

you want for your life right now.  Your task is to select 10 songs that all center sound on a similar theme along 

with a rationale for the theme you selected.  

 

Theme Selected: ____________________________________________ 

Examples of Themes: 

 
 

 

 



Playlist of 10 Songs Within Theme:  

(Song Title and Artist Name + 1 sentence rationale for how it fits the theme)  

 

1.___________________________________________________ 

2.___________________________________________________ 

3.___________________________________________________ 

4.___________________________________________________ 

5.___________________________________________________ 

6.___________________________________________________ 

7.___________________________________________________ 

8.___________________________________________________ 

9.___________________________________________________ 

10.___________________________________________________ 

 

Rationale for Theme Selected: (Must be 2 paragraphs in length)  

 

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________ 



MATH – 8TH GRADE 

 

Name: ___________________________________________ 

 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PHYSICAL EDUCATION – 8TH GRADE 

 

Name: ___________________________________________ 

 

AMI Day 4 

Choice Day 

 

Directions: Choose Option 1 or Option 2 to complete your fitness for the day. 

 

Option 1: Log on to the Youtube video Pumpkin Smash Workout Game. 

 Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bJnIf3mYEyQ 

 After you complete the workout in the space below describe what you liked about the workout and what 

you would do to make the workout better. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Option 2:  Build your own workout.   

 Think about all the exercises we’ve done in class or you do on your own and build a 15- 20 min 

workout.  Make sure you include cardio, upper body, lower body and core exercises.   

 Below, write the workout you created and completed.   

 

Workout Created by You 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you were going to do this workout again, what would you change? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bJnIf3mYEyQ


READING – 8TH GRADE 

 

Name: ___________________________________________ 

 

For each AMI snow day, students should spend 20 minutes reading.  Please use the space below to log your 

reading. 

 

Title: ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Format (mark one) 

 

 _____  Book 

 

 _____  Magazine 

 

 _____  eBook 

 

 _____ Other: ____________________________________ 

 

Minutes spent reading: _____________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ELECTIVES – 8TH GRADE 

 
Student Name: _______________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions:   Choose ONE activity from this list of options to complete for each day of AMI work. Please have 
  an adult initial any activities that you complete for AMI days. 
 

 
 

Art 

Draw or paint a still life picture of something in 
your home. 
 

_____ 

initials 

 
_____ 

date 

Create a short movie about what you like to do on 
a snow day 

_____ 

Initials 
 

_____ 

date 

 
 

Music 

Practice your band instrument. 
 

_____ 

initials 

 
_____ 

date 

Listen to your favorite song and sing along, or . . . 

Compose an original song. 

_____ 

Initials 
 

_____ 

date 

 
Industrial Tech 

PLTW 
EbD 

Repair something in your home, or . . . 
 
Build a fort, either inside your home or with snow 
outside. 
 

_____ 

initials 

 
_____ 

date 

Create a Rube Goldberg machine, or . . . 

Build a bridge out of something in your home. 

_____ 

Initials 
 

_____ 

date 

 
 

Drama 

Act our or record a skit with a family member or 
friend. 
 

_____ 

initials 

 
_____ 

date 

Watch a comedy movie or musical. 

_____ 

Initials 
 

_____ 

date 

 

Family and 
Consumer 

Science 

Ask your adults about budgeting tips. 
 

_____ 

initials 

 
_____ 

date 

Make yourself a snack using or creating a recipe. 

_____ 

Initials 
 

_____ 

date 

 
World 

Language / 
Cultures 

Find something in your home from another 
country and write or tell someone about it. 
 

_____ 

initials 

 
_____ 

date 

List your favorite holiday traditions and ask family 
members or acquaintances about their origins. 

_____ 

Initials 
 

_____ 

date 

 


