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Mission Statement

The primary mission of our schools is to educate all students to their fullest potential by
providing opportunities for learning that are challenging and effective. The education
will enable all students to master the knowledgeable skills, strategies, and attitudes
necessary to become responsible citizens. To fulfill this purpose and align ourselves with
the ultimate goal of College and Career Readiness, we must consistently strive to provide
an educational environment that is both challenging and supportive. It is vital that we
offer every student the opportunity to develop a life-long dedication to learning. Our
schools emphasize the skills necessary for creative and critical thinking with a focus of
fostering the implementation of the Common Core Standards. We set the high standards
for written and oral expression and reading comprehension.

Specific expectations for all Miller Place students fall under the following categories:

° Academic achievement
° Personal/social responsibility and individual development
) Career/college and post-secondary planning exploration

While the key goal of our educational system is academic achievement including a solid
foundation of knowledge, creative and critical thinking and communicative skills, it is
also critical that every student fully understand that he or she is a member of society in
which he or she must play an ethical and constructive role. As a result we seek to
cultivate in all our students the conviction that they have the ability to “make a
difference” by combining academic excellence with a strong sense of civic responsibility.
Additionally, the physical and mental well-being of each student as he/she advances
through our school system is vital. Therefore, our schools seek to promote a strong sense
of self-respect and to develop the confidence, discipline and motivation of each
individual.

District School Counseling Philosophy

The Miller Place Counseling Plan is a reflection of the Part 100 Regulations of the
Commissioner of the New York State Education Department (Part 100.2, section j)
guidelines and the mission of the Miller Place Union Free School District. The primary
purpose of these guidelines is to establish and maintain a school counseling program that
fosters challenging academics, social/emotional support and development, and career
exploration reinforcing the link between the K-12 educational program and post-
secondary opportunities. The Miller Place School Counseling program strives to offer
support and programs that align with the Part 100.2 regulations and the expectations of
the community. The goal of the program is to provide appropriate guidance and support
services and programs to develop the child holistically.
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New York State Education Department

Part 100.2 General Developmental School Counseling Requirements

Developmental School Counseling requirements for grades Kindergarten through Six:

1.

3.

4.

Prepare students to participate effectively in their current and future
educational programs.

Help students who exhibit any attendance, academic, behavioral or
adjustment problems.

Educate students concerning the avoidance of child sexual abuse.

Encourage parental involvement in their child’s education.

Developmental School Counseling requirements for grades seven through twelve:

5.

6.

Review each child’s educational progress and career plans annually.

Help students learn about various careers and help them to develop career
planning skills.

Provide advisory assistance to:

a. Enable students to benefit from the curriculum.

b. Help students who exhibit any attendance problems and to encourage
parental involvement.

c. Develop and implement post-secondary education and career plans.

Help students who exhibit any academic problems.

e. Assist students who exhibit any behavioral and/or adjustment
problems.

e

Encourage parental involvement in the educational process.

Teach students about various careers and help them to develop career
planning skills.
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MILLER PLACE SCHOOL DISTRICT
SCHOOL COUNSELING PLAN — Grade 12
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MILLER PLACE SCHOOL DISTRICT
SCHOOL COUNSELING PLAN — Grade 12 (continued)
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MILLER PLACE SCHOOL DISTRICT
SCHOOL COUNSELING PLAN — Grade 11
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MILLER PLACE SCHOOL DISTRICT
SCHOOL COUNSELING PLAN — Grade 11 (continued)
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SCHOOL COUNSELING PLAN — Grade 10 (continued)
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MILLER PLACE SCHOOLS
SCHOOL COUNSELING PLAN — Grade 9
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MILLER PLACE SCHOOL DISTRICT
SCHOOL COUNSELING PLAN - Grade 9 (continued)
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MILLER PLACE SCHOOL DISTRICT
SCHOOL COUNSELING PLAN — Grade 8
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MILLER PLACE SCHOOLS
SCHOOL COUNSELING PLAN - Grade 8 (continued)
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MILLER PLACE SCHOOLS
SCHOOL COUNSELING PLAN - Grade 8 (continued)
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MILLER PLACE SCHOOL DISTRICT
SCHOOL COUNSELING PLAN — Grade 7
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MILLER PLACE SCHOOL DISTRICT
SCHOOL COUNSELING PLAN - Grade 7 (continued)
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MILLER PLACE SCHOOLS
SCHOOL COUNSELING PLAN - Grade 7 (continued)
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MILLER PLACE SCHOOL DISTRICT
SCHOOL COUNSELING PLAN —Grade 6
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MILLER PLACE SCHOOL DISTRICT
SCHOOL COUNSELING PLAN - Grade 6 (continued)
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MILLER PLACE SCHOOL DISTRICT
SCHOOL COUNSELING PLAN - Grade 6 (continued)
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MILLER PLACE SCHOOL DISTRICT
SCHOOL COUNSELING PLAN —Grade 5
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MILLER PLACE SCHOOL DISTRICT
SCHOOL COUNSELING PLAN - Grade 2 (continued)
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MILLER PLACE SCHOOL DISTRICT
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MILLER PLACE SCHOOL DISTRICT

SCHOOL COUNSELING PLAN - Kindergarten (continued)
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MILLER PLACE SCHOOL DISTRICT
SCHOOL COUNSELING PLAN - Kindergarten (continued)
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MILLER PLACE SCHOOL DISTRICT
SCHOOL COUNSELING PLAN —Kindergarten (continued)
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Program Delivery System

A comprehensive school counseling program is delivered in the following ways. (Time
allotment and emphasis vary by grade level.)

1. Guidance Curriculum
Organized activities, lessons and counseling that provide information, knowledge,
and skills, developmentally and sequentially in the areas of academic, career and
personal/social development to include:
e Classroom activities
e Parent workshops and large group planned activities

The time allocated to each of the above methods of curriculum delivery will vary
by grade level. Activities and individual counseling will be age appropriate based
on the guidelines set forth by the American School Counseling Association and
the Commissioner of New York State’s part 100 regulations. Time spent on
activities versus individual counseling and advisement is determined by the
developmental needs of the students at each grade level.

2. Individual Planning

Counselors work with individual students on personal and social problems as well
as academic planning. One-on-one meetings provide an environment of privacy
and trust in which students are free to explore ideas, feelings and behaviors. As
part of the academic and career counseling component of individual planning,
counselors will complete an Individual Progress Review Plan each year with their
students. Counselors are obligated by law to report and refer a case when a
person’s welfare is in jeopardy. It is a counselor’s responsibility to inform a
student of these conditions.

3. Responsive Services
Counselors and other certified professionals, such as the Student Assistance
Counselor, psychologist, meet the needs of students in crisis. These may be
planned, or unplanned individual meetings dealing with various problem
situations and often include referrals to outside sources. The Instructional Support
teams in each school serve as components of our responsive services as well.
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The Role of the School Counselor

School counselors are an integral part of the educational community. Just as our society
has changed greatly over the years so has the role of the school counselor. In the Miller
Place School District we are fortunate to have school counselors who work within the
framework of a comprehensive school counseling program. Our counselors work with
students, parents, teachers, and administrators to provide for the needs of all students in
the areas of social/emotional, academic and career development. Following the standards
of the American School Counselor Association our counselors:

e Plan, organize and deliver the school counseling program

e Implement the school counseling curriculum through classroom activities and
lessons.

e Meet with individuals and small groups of students to establish goals and develop
career plans

« Provide responsive services to students with identified needs and concerns

« Work with teachers, parents and administrators on behalf of their students

o Participate in the planning and implementation of interventions for at-risk
students

o Collect and interpret data to help students make informed academic choices

« Monitor their students’ academic progress

« Provide confidential, safe environment for their students

« Continue to grow professionally
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Suqggested Review and Revision of Counseling Plan

A District School Counseling Plan is a live document that will need to be reviewed as
mandates, student and district needs, and technology change. The school community
should be intrinsically involved in this process as the plan is designed to serve this
community. The plan will be carefully assessed for effectiveness and implementation on
an annual basis. The suggested revisions will be reviewed, and the plan re-adopted. The
revised plan will be placed on file in the following areas:

District Office (Superintendent)

High School (Principal)

Middle School (Principal)

Primary School (Principal)

Elementary School (Principal)

High School Counseling Center (Director/AP)

General Review of Plan - In the spring of each year, the school counselors and Director
of Guidance/Assistant Principal will review the current plan for that academic school
year. They will carefully assess and review each area and outcome for effectiveness and
implementation of that area.

Annual Revision of Plan - Based upon the recommendations presented by the guidance
plan committee, the Director of Guidance/Assistant Principal, in cooperation with
appropriate personnel, will update and revise the plan. The revisions will be presented to
the Superintendent, who, in turn, will present the plan to the Board of Education for its
review and local approval. The Director of Guidance/Assistant Principal will act in an
advisory capacity throughout the revision process
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