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1 The program will be held in Tishman 

Commons, located on the lower level of 
the campus center.

Authors on Stage

Wednesday Morning 
November 8, 2023

Lulu Chow Wang Campus Center  
at Wellesley College

 
106 Central Street 

Wellesley, Massachusetts 



Fill your morning with engaging presentations by three authors, and learn how they 
came to write their recently published books. The authors will autograph copies of 
their books — available for purchase at a discount.

Please return your reservation form and check for $30 per person to the address on 
the form. Reservations will be held at the door. Supply us with your email address 
and we will email you a reservation confirmation.  Sorry, no refunds.

To make a reservation and pay online, go to the Authors on Stage listing in the 
Events column at boston.alum.wellesley.edu.

Questions:      authorsonstage@gmail.com      781-591-2259

Authors on Stage       Wednesday, November 8, 2023 
Name ________________________________________________________________________

Address _____________________________________________________________________

City _________________________________ State _________ Zip _____________________

Phone_______________________________Wellesley class, if applicable  _________________

Email _______________________________________________________________________

Number attending ____________   @ $30.00 = $  ____________________________

Please make check payable to WCAB Authors on Stage

Clip this form and mail with payment to:

Kathie Clay, 43 Mayo Road, Wellesley MA 02482

__ GO GREEN. Check here to receive all future program brochures ONLY by email.

Blending drama and satire while examining a young astronomer’s 
coming of age amidst the complexities of colonialism, racism, and 
what it means to be American, Digging Stars probes the emotional 
universes of love, friendship, family, and nationhood.  “Pulsing with 
energy and mystery” (Ayana Mathis) this “excellent… smart, incisive 
novel” (New York Times) is filled with luminous prose. Raised in 
Zimbabwe and South Africa, Novuyo Rosa Tshuma has received 
international honors for her writing. She currently lives in Boston, 
where she is a professor of fiction at Emerson College.

Virginia Pye THE LITERARY UNDOING OF VICTORIA SWANN  
Set in the Gilded Age, this story of a successful author of romance 
novels who decides to find her true voice as a writer rather than feed 
her publisher’s expectations (and profits) is a book lover’s delight. 
Victoria Swann emerges as a champion of women’s rights as she 
simultaneously takes on the literary establishment and upends her 
own life. “By turns hilarious and scathing in its cultural critique, 
this meticulously researched novel exposes the unseen and sometimes 
unsavory underbelly of Boston society and literary publishing”. 
(Kerri Maher) Virginia Pye is the author of three prior novels. She 
lives in Cambridge.

A lyrical account of raising, then freeing, an orphaned screech owl, 
whose lasting bond of trust even after her release has a profound 
impact on the author. Safina’s relationship with the owl inspired him to  
better understand how people have viewed humanity’s relationship  
with nature across cultures and throughout history. This “fervent 
homage to a dynamic, interdependent universe" (Kirkus, starred 
review) is “a book of great wisdom and beauty” (Sy Montgomery). 
Carl Safina, winner of a MacArthur Fellowship prize among many 
awards, has published extensively on the natural world. He lives on 
Long Island, New York.

Carl Safina  ALFIE & ME: 
What Owls Know, What Humans Believe

Celebrating our 43rd year 
 of presenting Authors on Stage to 

 benefit the Wellesley College Library

AUTHORS ON STAGE  
Wednesday, November 8, 2023

Coffee 9:30 a.m.   Program 10:30 a.m. 
Lulu Chow Wang Campus Center at Wellesley College
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AUTHORS ON STAGE PROGRAM COMMITTEE 
Co-Chairs: Mary Baughman, Suzanne Kreinsen  Moderator: Lia Hunt Zylstra 

Claire Austin-White, Devra Bailin, Jean Canellos, Kathleen Clay, Eileen Doherty,  
Jane Gavis, Karen Gaylin, Mary Landergan, Leigh Maccini, Faith Parker,  
Alison Randall, Toby Schwartzman, Blythe Sterling, Diane Speare Triant,  

Virginia Wickwire, Artemis Willis, Jennifer Zannetos

Novuyo Rosa Tshuma DIGGING STARS:  
A Novel

Parking will be available in the  
Event Parking Lot near the Campus Center.  

Please use the Central Street entrance to the College.


