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Instant Recognition Words 
These word lists were derived from the Fry High Frequency Word Lists and are designed to be one component of your 
instructional practices.  They can be used as an assessment tool to inform and guide your teaching. Mastery of these 
words contributes to your students’ reading success by improving fluency and comprehension.  Instant Recognition 
Words are words that students can read within 3 seconds by the completion of the grade level. 
 

K 
Minimum of 15 words 

1st Grade Instant Recognition Words 
150 words (includes 25 Kindergarten I.R.W.) 
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2nd Grade Instant Recognition Words 
300 Words (includes 150 1st grade I.R.W.) 
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3rd Grade Instant Recognition Words 
500 Words (includes 300 2nd grade I.R.W.) 
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3rd Grade Instant Recognition Words 
500 Words (includes 300 2nd grade I.R.W.) 
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