
Using Sentence 
and Paragraph 

F rames with ELLs 
f or Essay Writing 

and Regents Exams 



Who are we? 

Krist ine Wynne 
✗ Teaching f or 7 years 
✗ Secondary ENL Teacher 
✗ Cert if ied in TESOL Pk-12, 

Social Studies 7-12 
✗ Social Studies/ENL Teacher 
✗ Most  experience at  t he HS 

level, co- teaching Global, 
ELA and stand-alone 

Kat ie Goldacker  
✗ Teaching f or 13 years 
✗ Cert if ied in TESOL 

Pk-12, Spanish 7-12, 
SBL/SDL 

✗ Secondary ENL Teacher 
✗ Former Spanish Teacher 
✗ Most  experience at  t he 

HS level, co- t eaching 
ELA and stand-alone 
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By the end of  t his presentat ion you will learn: 
 
★ t he importance of  sentence f rames and 

why incorporat ing them is a useful 
st rategy to employ in your classroom 

★ how to use sentence f rames to help your 
ELLs write essays in ELA and Social 
Studies 

★ how to modif y the f rames you are given 
to meet  the needs of  your students 



“Fair does NOT always mean 
equal.” 
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1. 
What  are sentence 

and paragraph 
f rames and why 

should I use them? 



What  is a sentence 
f rame/sentence 
starter/sentence stem?  
https://www.colorincolorado.org/video/using-sentence-
frames-ells 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ops6lTKWUWg 

A sentence f rame 
is a __________. 
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https://www.colorincolorado.org/video/using-sentence-frames-ells
https://www.colorincolorado.org/video/using-sentence-frames-ells
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ops6lTKWUWg


Sentence and paragraph f rames are 
most helpf ul with... 

✗ Explanation 
✗ Analysis  
✗ Predictions 
✗ Cause and Ef f ect 

 
Using these f rames provides our ELLs with words they 

wouldn’t necessarily be able to use f luidly on their own -  
i.e: TRANSITION words.   
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Sentence and paragraph f rames will be 
most  successful if  you... 
Pre-Teach important  vocabulary and concepts 
✗ Transition Words* 
✗ Textual Evidence 
✗ Quote  
✗ Thesis 
✗ Claim 
✗ Counterclaim 
✗ Literary Devices* 
✗ Central Idea* 
✗ Cite/Citation 
✗ Analyze 
✗ No personal pronouns in f ormal writing* 
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How the #$%@ do we 
get a kid with limited 

English to understand 
and pass the 

standardized tests they 
need to graduate?! 



Disclaimer: The f rames you 
are about to see and receive 
are not the end all- be all. We 
encourage you to modif y 
them to f it the needs of  
your students (and co-
teachers).   
We will show a few English f rames 
as well as a Global Studies Enduring 
Issues f rame but  f irst ...the rubrics! 
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Thanks !  
Any quest ions? 
You can email us at : 

✗ mgoldacker@ccsdli.org 
✗ kwynne@ccsdli.org 
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