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3Why Your ELLs need HLA: 

How a comprehensive Home Language 
Arts program can accelerate 
literacy in both languages

What is Home Language Arts?

• Language and literacy 
development

• Reading comprehension

• Academic vocabulary 
development
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What is Home Language Arts?

• Writing conventions

• Rhetorical styles

Think: ELA, but all instruction 
and practice is in students’ 
home (native) language!

5 Bilingual Education Programs
 
Transitional  
Purpose: to transition to an 
all-English curriculum  

Maintenance  
Purpose: to maintain & develop the 
first language  
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HLA



What does the research say?

Jim Cummins’                                 
Common Underlying
Language  Proficiency
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Article: “Students learning English 
benefit more in two-language 
instructional programs than English 
immersion, Stanford research finds”

Stanford Report
March 25, 2014

https://news.stanford.edu/news/2014/march/teaching-english-language-
032514.html
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“A lot of people worry that students in 
bilingual and dual immersion programs might 
never catch up, but this study shows 
convincingly that they do catch up and, in 
many ways, outperform their peers over time.”
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Article: “The Promise of Two-Language 
Education”

Educational Leadership
February 2016
Volume 73, Number 5
Pages 10-17

http://www.ascd.org/publications/educational_leadership/feb16/vol73/nu
m05/The_Promise_of_Two-Language_Education.aspx

11 “Lessons for Schools and Districts: When possible, invest 
in high-quality two-language programs.”

“Our findings suggest that two-language programs generally 

benefit ELLs as much as or more than English immersion 

programs across academic, English proficiency.”  
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https://news.stanford.edu/news/2014/march/teaching-english-language-032514.html
https://news.stanford.edu/news/2014/march/teaching-english-language-032514.html
http://www.ascd.org/publications/educational_leadership/feb16/vol73/num05/The_Promise_of_Two-Language_Education.aspx
http://www.ascd.org/publications/educational_leadership/feb16/vol73/num05/The_Promise_of_Two-Language_Education.aspx


“These benefits of two-language instruction may have 

important implications for closing the achievement gap 

between ELLs and non-ELLs...these findings make a 

compelling argument for investment in high-quality 

two-language instructional programs.”

13 How we do HLA at WWHS

Year One: 2004-2005

Basic Literacy 1

● SIFE
● Use of both English and 

Spanish
● Textbook: Literacy Plus B
● Some Spanish language 

readers

Years Two-Five: 2005-2009

Basic Literacy 1
● SIFE
● Spanish-only
● Spanish language readers
● Thematic units mirroring  

Social Studies and Science 
curriculum topics

Years Six-Eleven: 2009-2015

● Basic Literacy 1 (SIFE)

● Basic Literacy 2 
(Non-SIFE 9th graders or 2nd year SIFE)

*We began the non-SIFE program as a way 
to differentiate due to changes in 
enrollment.

Year Twelve: 2015-2016

● Home Language Arts 1 (SIFE)

● Home Language Arts 2 
(Non-SIFE 9th graders or 2nd year SIFE)

*We revised the curriculum to create two 
different levels of language arts 
instruction in response to changes in CR 
Part 154



Years Thirteen-Present: 2016-2020

● Home Language Arts 1 (SIFE)
■ One section

● Home Language Arts 2
(Non-SIFE 9th graders or 2nd year SIFE)

■ Three sections

● Home Language Arts 3 
(Non-SIFE 10th graders or 3rd year SIFE)

■ Two-Three sections

HLA vs. Spanish (LOTE) 20

HLA 2 Spanish 9 
(LOTE)

Vocabulary Grade-level, 
Academic 

(Tiers 2 & 3)

Elementary, Basic 
(Tier 1)

Writing Paragraphs, Essays Words, Sentences

Reading Close Reading; 
Literary Analysis

Basic 
Comprehension

Speaking & 
Listening

Fluency; Focus on 
Academic Discourse 

(CALP)

Basic 
Communication 

(BICS)

HLA vs. ELA 21

HLA 2 ELA 9

Vocabulary Grade-level, 
Academic 

(Tiers 2 & 3)

Grade-level, 
Academic 

(Tiers 2 & 3)

Writing Paragraphs, Essays Paragraphs, Essays

Reading Close Reading; 
Literary Analysis

Close Reading; 
Literary Analysis

Speaking & 
Listening

Fluency; Focus on 
Academic Discourse 

(CALP)

Fluency; Focus on 
Academic Discourse 

(CALP)

HLA is 
its own 
content 
area, just 
like ELA!

Current Iteration

● Home Language Arts 1 
■ Bridges HLA pilot
■ Readers in fiction and 

informational texts
■ Exploring some elements of 

“Palabras a su paso”

Current Iteration

● Home Language Arts 2 
■ Authentic and translated 

versions of novels, short 
stories, some poetry and 
informational texts

■ Curriculum mirrors ELA 
Grade 9

■ Practice for CC English 
Regents Part 3(literary 
analysis)

Texts:
■ La casa en Mango Street
■ “El cuervo”
■ Romeo y Julieta
■ Selections from Spanish Close 

Reader
■ El hombre llega a la luna
■ Colón llega a América



New This Year

● Home Language Arts 2

○ Creation of a Digital 
Portfolio via Google Sites

○ Will also help facilitate 
choosing projects for NYS 
Seal of Biliteracy 
Application

Current Iteration

● Home Language Arts 3 
■ Authentic and translated 

versions of novels, short 
stories, some poetry and 
informational texts

■ Curriculum mirrors ELA 
Grade 10

■ Practice for CC English 
Regents Part 2 (argument 
essay)

Texts:
■ Newspaper articles
■ Short stories collection
■ Latin American poetry collection
■ Selections from Me llamo 

Rigoberta Menchú
■ El viejo y el mar
■ Selections from Diario de Ana 

Frank

Interactive notebooks



HLA 1-->2-->3 FLOW HLA 1-->2-->3 FLOW

After HLA 3...

● World Languages Dept.

○ Spanish classes for native 
speakers
 

■ Integration with stronger 
speakers of English

Sample Unit: “Mister Taylor”
Short Story by Augusto Monterroso

Sátira Lección PáginaFecha

Anota en tu cuaderno
….

Buscar evidencia y Hacer 
inferencias
El contra argumento y la refutación
La introducción
La conclusión
El realismo mágico
Julio Cortázar
Punto de vista
Epifanía literaria
Apuntes sobre “Continuidad de los 
parques”
Sátira

Sátira: Discurso o composición literaria que se 
critican agudamente las costumbres o vicios de 
una sociedad, organización o persona(s)



Vamos a leer “Míster Taylor”
● Lee las líneas 13 a 30.

○ Resalta frases que indican cómo se 
sienten “los naturales” hacia él

○ En el margen, escribe cómo obtuvo Mr. 
Taylor su primera cabeza

○ Resalta una frase que lleva el tono 
humorístico o satírico

Subrayan palabras desconocidas 38

Vamos a leer “Míster Taylor”

● Regresa a leer las líneas 31 a 37.
○ En el margen, escribe lo que hace Mr. 

Taylor con la cabeza
○ Resalta unas frases que enseñan eso.

Subraya palabras desconocidas
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Cabezas reducidas Vamos a leer “Míster Taylor”
● Regresa a leer las líneas 38 a 50.

○ En el margen, escribe lo que está 
comenzando entre Mr. Taylor y Mr. 
Rolston, con respeto a las cabezas

○ Resalta las frases que nos dice algo sobre 
quién y cómo es Mr. Rolston.

Subrayan palabras desconocidas



Vamos a leer “Míster Taylor”
● Regresa a leer las líneas 51 a 69.

○ En el margen, escribe cómo ha 
desarrollado el negocio de las cabezas, 
hasta involucrar a ¿quiénes?

○ Resalta frases en las líneas 55 y 68 que 
demuestran eso

○ Resalta frases que llevan el tono satírico o 
humorístico     
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Apuntes sobre “Míster 
Taylor”

Lección PáginaFecha

Anota en tu cuaderno
….

Buscar evidencia y Hacer 
inferencias
El contra argumento y la refutación
La introducción
La conclusión
El realismo mágico
Julio Cortázar
Punto de vista
Epifanía literaria
Apuntes sobre “Continuidad de los 
parques”
Sátira
Augusto Monterroso
Apuntes sobre “Míster Taylor”

Pensamientos Preguntas Epifanías

Parte 3 ensayo sobre 
“Míster Taylor”



Parte 3
Análisis del texto

Tu tarea: Lee bien y analiza el cuento corto “Míster Taylor” escrito por 
Augusto Monterroso. Escribe una redacción bien desarrollada (de 3 
párrafos), basado en tu análisis del cuento. En tu redacción, identifica 
una idea central del texto y analiza cómo Monterroso utiliza UNA 
estrategia de escribir (un elemento literario o una técnica literaria) para 
desarrollar esta idea central. Usa evidencia del texto (citas del cuento) 
para apoyar tu análisis. ¡No simplemente resumas el texto!

**Esta vez, vamos a analizar como Monterroso usa sátira para 
desarrollar su idea central.

Directrices:
        Asegura hacer lo siguiente:
● Identifica una idea central del texto
● Analiza cómo el autor utiliza una estrategia para desarrollar esta idea 

central. Ejemplos incluyen: caracterización, conflicto, 
denotación/connotación, metáfora, símil, ironía, dicción, punto de 
vista, escenario, estructura del texto, simbolismo, tema, tono, etc.

● Usa evidencia (citas) fuerte y completo del texto para apoyar tu 
análisis

● Organiza tus ideas en una manera unida y fluida
● Mantener un estilo formal de la escritura
● Sigue las reglas de gramática y ortografía del español estándar

Vamos a leer el ejemplo

Organizador gráfico para el ensayo Parte 3
Tema
 
 

Idea central
(¿Qué está diciendo el 
autor sobre el tema?)
 
 Figura retórica o elemento literario El uso de sátira por Monterroso

 

Organizador gráfico para el ensayo Parte 3
Ejemplo #1
 
 
Explicación
 
 
 Ejemplo #2
 

Explicación

Our ELLs’ Achievement: DATA



Bilingual/ENL Students

● Teachers of bilingual and 
ENL classes ending in a 
Regents exam have 
consistently had over 80% 
passing rate

● ELA January 2019

BEFORE
Gr 9
2015-2016

AFTER
Gr 12
2019-2020

BEFORE
Gr 9
2015-2016

AFTER
Gr 12
2019-2020



SUCCESS STORY
Video Interview with Student: 
Carlos Martinez Garcia

● SIFE with very low literacy
● 5 years in ENL classes + HLA
● Repeated HLA 1 and HLA 2 
● Currently in HLA 3
● Will graduate in June

To conclude, HLA should 
be a component of every 
ENL program that has the 
ELL language population 
to support it

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1Mu5lDdCfiF4IFdUfBhhs8AORcobK6O4q/preview
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ThankS!

Any questions?
You can contact me at 
anramirez@shufsd.org

mailto:anramirez@shufsd.org

