
MANCHESTER BOARD OF EDUCATION 
REGULAR MEETING 

MONDAY, AUGUST 27, 2018 
LINCOLN CENTER 

  
Waddell Walk through      5:00 P.M. - Waddell  
Curriculum & Instruction Committee Mtg.   5:45 P.M. - Director’s Rm. 
Board of Education Meeting                                        7:00 P.M. - Hearing Rm. 
    
 A.     OPENING 

1)   Call to order 
2)   Pledge of Allegiance 
3)   Secretary’s Welcome 
4)   Board of Education Minutes 7-9-18                                                                A – 4 

  
B.      COMMITTEE REPORTS – None 
 
C.     CONSENT CALENDAR 
         1)    Personnel Information                                                                                     C - 1  
 2)    Transfer of Funds         C - 2  
 3)    Establish an appropriation for FY 2018-2020 for the Individuals with   C - 3  
        Disabilities Education Improvement Act (IDEA 611) grant, in the amount of 
        $1,730,235 
 4)    Establish an appropriation for FY 2018-2020 for the Individuals with   C - 4  
        Disabilities Education Improvement Act (IDEA 619) grant, in the amount of 
        $62,049 
 5)    Establish an appropriation for FY 2018-2019 for the Community Use of  C - 5  
        Schools - Bailey Auditorium in the amount of $10,200 
 6)    Permission to apply for FY 2018-2019 Priority School District Grant  C - 6  
 7)    Permission to apply for FY 2018-2019 Alliance District Grant   C - 7  
 8)    Permission to apply for FY 2018-2019 Priority School District Extended C - 8  
        School Hours Grant 
 9)    Permission to apply for FY 2018-2019 Priority School District Summer C - 9 
        School Grant 
                   
D.     REPORT FROM STUDENT REPRESENTATIVE – None 
                  
E.      PUBLIC COMMENTS (any item before the board) 
  
F.      SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 

1)    Introduction of New Administrators - Mr. Matthew Geary, Superintendent of  
       Schools  
2)    Spring Data Update - Mr. Matthew Geary, Superintendent of Schools  
3)    Update on Opening of Schools - Mr. Matthew Geary, Superintendent of Schools  
 
 



  
  
G.     UNFINISHED BUSINESS – None 
 
H. NEW BUSINESS - None 
          
I.     PUBLIC COMMENTS  - (comments limited to items on tonight’s agenda) 
 
J.       COMMUNICATIONS  - None 
  
K.      ITEMS FOR FUTURE AGENDAS 
 Monday, Sept. 10, 2018 Opening of Schools Update  

Professional Development Highlights 
 

 Monday, Sept. 24, 2018 Update on Technology  
Update on Equity Informed School Climate Assessment 

  
Tuesday, Oct. 9, 2018  Bennet School Improvement  

 
 Monday, Oct. 22, 2018 Update on State Accountability System 
 
 Tuesday, Nov. 13, 2018 Illing School Improvement 
 
 Monday, Nov. 26, 2018 Fall Data Update   
     Reaffirmation of Board of Education Bylaws 
   
L.    ADJOURNMENT 
  
  
Welcome to the Manchester Board of Education meeting.  Observers are always welcome.  
The following instructions are to assist those who wish to speak during the Public Comment 
session(s): 

1) Print your name and address on the sign-in sheet at the podium for accurate record 
keeping. 

2) State your name and address for the record.  Students state name only. 
3) First Session:  Three minute time limit for any item that may come before the Board.  

Listen for the bell. 
4) Second Session:  Comments must be limited to items on the Board’s agenda for this 

meeting.  The Board Chair has the discretion to limit comment time. 
5) Written statements may be substituted for Board members if time runs out for speaker. 
6) Immediate replies to questions/concerns should not be expected (Board 

Chair/Superintendent’s discretion). 
7) Inappropriate topics:  Confidential information, personal issues and legal concerns.  

Please avoid derogatory and profane language.  Board of Education Policy #1220. 
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            C - 1 

PERSONNEL ACTION 

APPOINTMENTS 

Ms. Sara M. Anderson to be a 1.0 Special Education Teacher at Manchester High School. Ms. 
Anderson received a Master of Science at the School of Education and Professional Studies at 
Central Connecticut State University. Ms. Anderson resides in Portland. It is recommended that 
her appointment be approved effective August 29, 2018 (MA/Step 12 $85,104). 

Mrs. Jessica Gabbai to be a 1.0 English Language Arts Teacher at Illing Middle School. Mrs. 
Gabbai received her Master of Arts in Educational Leadership from the College of Saint 
Elizabeth. Mrs. Gabbai resides in Glastonbury. It is recommended that her appointment be 
approved effective August 29, 2018 (MA +30/Step 10 $78,500). 

Mrs. Denise (Gwendolyn) Meadows to be a 1.0 Special Education Teacher at Illing Middle 
School. Mrs. Meadows received her Master of Arts in Special Education from University of 
Saint Joseph. Mrs. Meadows resides in Manchester. It is recommended that her appointment be 
approved effective August 29, 2018 (MA/Step 7 $62,364). 

Ms. Megan Sargent to be a 1.0 Grade 3 Teacher at Buckley Elementary School. Ms. Sargent 
received her Master of Arts in Education from Springfield College. Ms. Sargent resides in 
Manchester. It is recommended that her appointment be approved effective August 29, 2018 
(MA/Step 2 $51,025). 

Miss Casey Gorman to be a 1.0 Special Education Teacher at Illing Middle School. Miss 
Gorman received her Master of Arts in Teaching from Central Connecticut State University. 
Miss Gorman resides in East Hartford. It is recommended that her appointment be approved 
effective August 29, 2018 (MA/Step 3 $52,769). 

Miss Marisela Valencia to be a 1.0 Grade 4 Teacher at Washington Elementary School. Miss 
Valencia received her Master of Arts in Curriculum and Instruction from the University of 
Connecticut. Miss Valencia resides in Hamden. It is recommended that her appointment be 
approved effective August 29, 2018 (MA/Step1 $49,280). 

Mrs. Ann M. LaCasse to be a 1.0 Special Education Teacher at Manchester High School. Mrs. 
LaCasse received her Master of Science in Education from State University of New York at 
Cortland. Mrs. LaCasse will reside in Manchester. It is recommended that her appointment be 
approved effective August 29, 2018 (MA/Step 8 $65,418). 

Ms. Nicole Ozark to be a 1.0 Kindergarten Teacher at Buckley Elementary School. Ms. Ozark 
received her Bachelor’s Degree from Eastern Connecticut State University. Ms. Ozark resides in 
Columbia. It is recommended that her appointment be approved effective August 29, 2018 
(BA/Step 1 $46,228). 
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Mrs. Lauren Anastas to be a 1.0 Special Education Teacher at Bennet Academy. Mrs. Anastas 
received her Master of Arts in Teaching from Sacred Heart University. Mrs. Anastas resides in 
Manchester. It is recommended that her appointment be approved effective August 29, 2018 
(MA/Step 4 $54,950). 

Ms. Colleen McMahon to be a 1.0 Special Education Teacher at Keeney Street Elementary 
School. Ms. McMahon received her Master of Arts in Special Education from Saint Joseph 
College. Ms. McMahon resides in Plantsville. It is recommended that her appointment be 
approved effective August 29, 2018 (MA/Step 3 $52,769). 

Ms. Marisa Vattana to be a 1.0 World Language Teacher at Manchester High School. Ms. 
Vattana received her Master of Science in Education from Nazareth College. Ms. Vattana will re 
side in Bristol. It is recommended that her appointment be approved effective August 29, 2018 
(MA/Step 6 $59,749). 

Mr. Edward Ciesielski to be a 1.0 Special Education Teacher at Martin Elementary School. Mr. 
Ciesielski received his Master of Arts in Elementary Education from Saint Joseph College. Mr. 
Ciesielski resides in West Hartford. It is recommended that his appointment be approved 
effective August 29, 2018 (MA/Step 8 $65,418). 

Mr. Justin Taylor to be a 1.0 Social Studies – Grade 6 Teacher at Bennet Academy. Mr. Taylor 
received his Bachelor’s Degree in History from Central Connecticut State University. Mr. Taylor 
resides in Manchester. It is recommended that his appointment be approved effective August 29, 
2018 (BA/Step 2 $47,973). 

Mrs. Aisha Florez to be a 1.0 Assistant Principal at Waddell Elementary School. Mrs. Florez 
received her Master of Education from DePaul University. Mrs. Florez resides in South Windsor. 
It is recommended that her appointment be approved effective August 6, 2018 (Elementary Ass’t 
Principal/Step 3a $118,637). 

Ms. Althea Barnes to be a 1.0 Assistant Principal at Keeney Street Elementary School. Ms. 
Barnes received her Master’s Degree in Psychology from Long Island University. Ms. Barnes 
resides in Waterbury. It is recommended that her appointment be approved effective August 13, 
2018 (Elementary Ass’t Principal/Step 3 $116,196). 

Ms. Heather Clarke to be a 1.0 Special Education Teacher at Buckley Elementary School. Ms. 
Clarke received her Master of Arts in Educational Psychology from the University of 
Connecticut. Ms. Clarke resides in Dayville. It is recommended that her appointment be 
approved effective August 29, 2018 (MA/Step 7 $62,364). 

Ms. Meaghan Clark to be a 1.0 Special Education Teacher at Bennet Academy. Ms. Clark 
received her Bachelor’s + 30 from Central Connecticut State University. It is recommended that 
her appointment be approved effective August 29, 2018 (MA/Step 7 $62,364). 
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Ms. Michelle Gluhosky to be a 1.0 Grade 1 Teacher at Verplanck Elementary School. Ms. 
Gluhosky received her Master of Science in Early Childhood Education from Eastern 
Connecticut State University. Ms. Gluhosky resides in Ellington. It is recommended that her 
appointment be approved effective August 29, 2018 (MA/Step 1 $49,280). 

Ms. Sarah Brihan to be a 1.0 Grade 4 Teacher at Washington Elementary School. Ms. Brihan 
received her Bachelor’s Degree from Eastern Connecticut State University. Ms. Brihan resides in 
South Windsor. It is recommended that her appointment be approved effective August 29, 2018 
(BA/Step 1 $46,228). 

Mrs. Carey A. St. Germain to be a 1.0 Reading Consultant at Washington Elementary School. 
Mrs. St. Germain received her Master of Science from Central Connecticut State University. 
Mrs. St. Germain resides in Rocky Hill. It is recommended that her appointment be approved 
effective August 29, 2018 (MA/Step 12 $91,060). 

Mrs. Elizabeth M. Chojnicki to be a 1.0 Reading Consultant at Washington Elementary School. 
Mrs. Chojnicki received her Master’s Degree from Clark University and 30 credits beyond her 
Master’s in reading from Central Connecticut State University. Mrs. Chojnicki resides in 
Tolland. It is recommended that her appointment be approved effective August 29, 2018 
(MA+30/Step 5 $61,492). 

Ms. Erika Daley to be a 1.0 Grade 1 Teacher at Washington Elementary School. Ms. Daley 
received her Bachelor of Arts in Elementary Education from Roger Williams University. Ms. 
Daley resides in Watertown. It is recommended that her appointment be approved effective 
August 29, 2018 (BA/Step 1 $46,228). 

Miss Michelle Congleton to be a 1.0 Grade 1 Teacher at Buckley Elementary School. Miss 
Congleton received her Bachelor of Science from Eastern Connecticut State University. Miss 
Congleton resides in Manchester. It is recommended that her appointment be approved effective 
August 29, 2018 (BA/Step 1 $46,228). 

Mrs. Stephanie Avery to be a 1.0 Grade 4 Teacher at Bowers Elementary School. Mrs. Avery 
received her Master of Science in Education from University of New England. Mrs. Avery 
resides in Tolland. It is recommended that her appointment be approved effective August 29, 
2018 (MA/Step 6 $59,746). 

Miss Valerie Pomeroy to be a 1.0 Special Education Teacher at Bennet Academy. Miss Pomeroy 
received her Bachelor of Science from Saint Joseph College. Miss Pomeroy resides in Niantic. It 
is recommended that her appointment be approved effective August 29, 2018 (BA/Step 4 
$51,461). 

Mrs. Catherine Amadasun to be a 1.0 Assistant Principal at Bennet Academy. Mrs. Amadasun 
received her 6th Year in Educational Leadership and Supervision from Sacred Heart University. 
Mrs. Amadasun resides in East Hartford. It is recommended that her appointment be approved 
effective August 20, 2018 (Ass’t Principal/Step 1 $113,626). 
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RESIGNATIONS 

Ms. Allison Rollins, Grade 3 Teacher at Buckley Elementary School has submitted a letter of 
resignation. Ms. Rollins has been with Manchester Public Schools since August 29, 2016. It is 
recommended that her resignation be accepted. 

Mr. Timothy Field, Assistant Principal at Waddell Elementary School has submitted a letter of 
resignation. Mr. Field has been with Manchester Public Schools since January 4, 2016. It is 
recommended that his resignation be accepted. 

Ms. Ellen Spratlin, Adult Education ESL Teacher has submitted a letter of resignation. Ms. 
Spratlin has been with Manchester Public Schools since August 23, 2016. It is recommended that 
her resignation be accepted. 

Ms. Karli Andrews, Speech & Language Pathologist at Martin Elementary School has submitted 
her letter of resignation. Ms. Andrews has been with Manchester Public Schools since August 
29, 2016. It is recommended that her resignation be accepted. 

Mr. Michael Carpenter, Technology Education Teacher at Manchester Regional Academy has 
submitted his letter of resignation. Mr. Carpenter has been with Manchester Public Schools since 
August 29, 2011. It is recommended that his resignation be accepted. 

Mr. Mark Ruede, Vice Principal at Manchester High School has submitted his letter of 
resignation. Mr. Ruede has been with Manchester Public Schools since August 28, 2000. It is 
recommended that his resignation be accepted. 

Ms. Rebecca Brice, Grade 4 Teacher at Bowers Elementary School has submitted her letter of 
resignation. Ms. Brice has been with Manchester Public Schools since August 30, 2017. It is 
recommended that her resignation be accepted. 

Ms. Nikki Ortiz, Grade 5 Teacher at Bennet Academy has submitted her letter of resignation. 
Ms. Ortiz has been with Manchester Public Schools since August 25, 2014. It is recommended 
that her resignation be accepted. 

Mr. Gregory Sember, Chemistry Teacher at Manchester High School has submitted his letter of 
resignation. Mr. Sember has been with Manchester Public Schools since August 25, 2014. It is 
recommended that her resignation be accepted. 

Ms. Shamika Jackson, Physical Education Teacher at Illing Middle School has submitted her 
letter of resignation. Ms. Jackson has been with Manchester Public Schools since August 30, 
2010. It is recommended that her resignation be accepted 
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