
ROCKFORD MIDDLE SCHOOL 
CENTER FOR ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES

Dear RMS-CES Families,

We have had a great week at RMS-CES with so many fun memories. A few of my favorites include
welcoming 6th graders who came back from Deep Portage with big smiles on their faces, getting a chance
to talk to all the fifth graders, and meeting with our student council for the first time. Below are a few
updates.

Deep Portage: Since our sixth graders returned from Deep Portage Wednesday afternoon, I have heard
nothing but amazing things about their experience during their 3-day stay at Deep Portage. Staff and
chaperones were incredibly complimentary of students while they were up there. I'm grateful. Not only that
our students had such a positive experience, but they also represented the Rockford area community
incredibly well with their engagement, cleanliness, and desire to learn.

Conferences: I just wanted to have you save the date that RMS-CES middle school conferences will happen
on October 17th from 3:30 to 7:30. Attending conferences is optional to parents, and is traditionally thought
of as a time to connect regarding your progress or any concerns. More information will follow in the
coming days.

Arriving to class on Time: The habits that students create during the middle school years serve them well
throughout their course of high school and beyond. One habit were really trying to help students understand
is the value of making sure you're showing up to class on time. The vast majority of our students do an
incredible job with this, but I want to make sure all parents know that our school will continually focus on
helping students get to class on time and in the coming days and weeks. Please know that if your child has
five or more Tardy marks you will receive a letter from me via email in the near future.

Secure Mode Drill: Please know that on Wednesday, October 4th at approximately 8:50 a.m. we will have a
Secure Mode Drill which is a part of our Safety and Security Process. Secure mode is used if we were to
have a threat outside of the building or an indirect threat/situation such as a medical emergency. Our
process is quite simple as we will have about 5 minutes where we will not allow visitors in the building, and
keep students in their classroom as normal.  

Bus Evacuation Drill:  On Thursday, October 5th during boost, students will go out to some buses that will be
on site and review transportation expectations with the drivers and participate in a mandatory bus
evacuation drill. This should take no more than 15 mintues.
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Picture Retake Day will be
Friday, October 13th 
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Please call our attendence line to report your child absent. 
763-477-7525

IMPORTANT UPDATE TO FIELD TRIP DATES: 
Due to a scheduling conflict with The Raptor Center, the 6th
Grade and 7th Grade Baker trip dates have been swapped. 

6th Grade - October 6
7th Grade - October 24
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Taher is Hiring! Taher is looking for a few amazing
people to join their Rockford kitchen team!



Reminders & Opportunities:
RMS-CES PARENT/COMMUNITY NEWS 

Classroom Wish Lists

Click Here

Please order your RMS-CES yearbook
for the 2023-2024 school year, please
have your student turn in $20 to the

office. or Order online at
www.yearbookforever.com

Thank yoU!

The nurses office could use  
kleenex donations. Please
send with your student to
drop off in RMS-CES office

PROM FUNDRAISERS! 

Sunday, Oct 8 & Sunday,
March 3

Join Class of 2025 Rockford Prom committee
at Billy's for ManCave/Purse Bingo. Doors
open and 10am. Bingo starts at 11am. All

proceeds go to Prom 2024
**Not an ISD 883 sponsored event**

https://www.rockfordfoundation.org/events/wishlists/
https://yearbookforever.com/


Attention:  Governor Walz signed a bill into law to provide

breakfast and lunch at no charge to students at participating

schools, beginning in the fall for the 2023-24 school year. 

Reminders & Opportunities:
RMS-CES PARENT/COMMUNITY NEWS 

FOOD SERVICE REMINDER:
Please check your parent portal for notifications
(letters) regarding current food service balances.

Application for Education
benefits: 

If you haven’t already done so, please take a moment to
fill out this FORM.  Our school also receives state funding

for technology based on qualifying families! For more
information or a Spanish version, click HERE. 

Please note, per our School Board approved School Meals Policy, Low Account
Balance and Negative Account Balance email reminders will continue to be sent.

Since Rockford Area Schools are not receiving additional meal funding at this
time, it remains the parent(s)’ or guardian’s responsibility to ensure adequate funds

are available in the meal account. 

https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1688348716/rockfordk12mnus/vopr2wzjahgfwymn8tts/2023-24ApplicationforEducationalBenefitsPacket-English.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1691417971/rockfordk12mnus/m5ph0tqda3kvwpk6fotz/2023-24ApplicationforEducationalBenefitsPacket_Spanish.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1691417971/rockfordk12mnus/m5ph0tqda3kvwpk6fotz/2023-24ApplicationforEducationalBenefitsPacket_Spanish.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1679495524/rockfordk12mnus/cjnls8ezowwc2nfh1xa3/Policy534R_1.pdf


 ROCKFORD EDUCATION FOUNDATION

Dear Rocket Families-
Supporting educational opportunities is the Rockford Education Foundation's
mission. Each and every year we rely on generous donors to help us continue
this work through fundraising events and recurring monthly donations from

Rocket families.
Recurring monthly donations from parents and supporters creates sustainable
revenue for programs supporting all three schools. We invite you to support

our mission with a commitment at a level that works financially for your
family.

SIGN UP HERE
**A Gift for NEW Members **

Sign up between now and September 30th for $10/month or more
and receive this signature white YETI® Tumbler!

Questions: Email Kelly Grimm at kelly@rockfordfoundation.org

FROM THE ROCKFORD EDUCATION FOUNDATION: (THIS IS NOT AN ISD 883 SPONSORED EVENT)

https://www.rockfordfoundation.org/monthly-giving/
mailto:kelly@rockfordfoundation.org


School Store HoursSchool Store HoursSchool Store Hours

Reminders & Opportunities:
RMS-CES PARENT/COMMUNITY NEWS 

Free adult English classes 
begin on September 20 and go through May
(following the Rockford school calendar). 

Come at 6:00 pm on Wednesdays to 
Room 804 at the Rockford Community Center. 

Practice listening, speaking, reading, and writing. 
All levels welcome! 

Call Rockford Community Education 
at (763) 477-4563 or 

email Shannon Kolhei at jskolhei@gmail.com.

  ADULTADULT
ENGLISHENGLISH
CLASSCLASS

Get your Rocket Gear
at our very own
school store! 

mailto:jskolhei@gmail.com


MATH with Ms. Nolby

This week in math, we have
been reviewing multi-digit

multiplication. We have also
been focusing on our basic

facts. Having a solid foundation
with facts will help when we

move to division. Math facts are
important building blocks for

future math concepts. Knowing
the basic facts will help students

to estimate, solve larger
problems, and use mental math.

Students can practice using a
variety of games or even online

games.

5 Ways you can help your child master basic facts:
1.    Repetition… Practice!

2.    Use Songs and Chants
3.    Work on Math Fact Strategies

4.    Model
5.    Make it Hands-On



BOOST BRAIN BREAK with Ms.
Korzendorfer



DEEP PORTAGE 2023

Wrapping up the 2023
RMS-CES Deep Portage
adventure! The weather was
beautiful and the Spirit of
Deep Portage lives on in
another group of Rockford
6th Graders. Thank you to

all who help to keep this
tradition alive.


