
Preparing for College 
Applications

Class of 2024



Resources

► Always check our counseling website

► Check your school email

► Refer to the college’s admissions page for answers 

to many of your admissions questions

► Make sure you are in the Class of 2024 Google 

Classroom:   Code= uw3ohqr



Unofficial Transcripts are in your
Powerschool Portal

You will need 
this when 

completing 
applications!



College Options
Community College

● 116 Campuses
● All high school graduates are accepted
● Understand transfer agreements (TAG 

Agreements)
● https://www.cccco.edu/

California State Universities (CSU)
● 23 Campuses
● https://www2.calstate.edu/

University of California (UC)
● 9 undergraduate research colleges-highly 

competitive
● https://www.universityofcalifornia.edu/

Private Universities
● Large endowments may help with financial aid 

packages
● May have specific affiliations
● Small classes

Out-of-state college

● WUE (Western Undergraduate 
Exchange)/Scholarships

● https://www.wiche.edu/wue

Reminder:

Courses and grades during your senior year are 
very important to college admissions!

Don’t drop courses during senior year. Any 
schedule changes from what was initially 
reported on your college application must be 
reported in writing to every college you applied.





College Admission/
Reminder of what they are looking for

Colleges want to see commitment, dedication and genuine interest in 
expanding your intellectual horizons.

❖ Grade-Point Average
❖ Courses Completed/Planned
❖ Honors/AP (weighted) 

Courses
❖ Top 9% Local Context(ELC)
❖ Quality of Senior Year
❖ Academic Opportunities in 

California High Schools
❖ Performance in Academic 

Subject Areas
❖ Geographic Location

❖ Achievements in Special 
Projects

❖ Improvement in Academic 
Performance

❖ Special Talents, 
Achievements, and 
Awards

❖ Participation in 
Educational Preparation 
Programs

❖ Academic 
Accomplishment Within 
Life Experiences



Start Creating your College List 
► Start with a large list and start narrowing it down to 8-10 colleges
► Create a spreadsheet with information that will help you narrow 

your list down: average incoming freshman GPA, acceptance rate, 
how do you apply (Common App, UC app, CSU app, or their own 
application), do they need letters of recommendation, or an official 
transcript.  Start researching early and this will relieve your stress.

► Attend virtual college visits
► Research majors 
► Make a list of what your want on campus and make sure the 

colleges on your list have those WANTS
► This takes time so start early!

https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/



How and Where do I apply?

CSU Application: https://www2.calstate.edu/apply
UC Application: 
https://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/apply-now.html
Common Application for Private and Out of State Colleges: 
https://www.commonapp.org/

Some colleges have their own application on their 
website-Please research 

Community College: https://home.cccapply.org/en/

Take time to become familiar with these websites



Dates and Deadlines

August 1st: Common Application and the UC application open
October 1st: CSU/ UC/Community College Application opens 
and you can submit
October 1st: FAFSA/Financial Aid Application Opens 
fafsa.ed.gov/
November 1-15: Early Action/ Early Decision Application due
November 30: Deadline for UC and CSU

Private and out of state universities have different deadlines 
PLEASE RESEARCH



College Admission Terms Explained

Early Decision (ED): is an accelerated process in which students complete and submit their 
applications in October or November. Early decision is binding. A student may apply to 
only one college early. If accepted, a student must withdraw all other college applications.

Early Action (EA): Early action is also an accelerated college application process in which 
students complete and submit their applications in November. Early action is not binding 
-- students are free to apply to other colleges. Although students receive early notification 
of an acceptance, they do not need to make a decision until the usual May 1 deadline.

Regular Decision: This is the most common admission process. Applications for admission 
are due sometime between November 30 and January l5 at most selective colleges.

Rolling Admission: students have a large window of time during which they can apply to a 
college or university. A college with rolling admission accepts applications for as long as 
spaces are available.



Letters of Recommendation

The Letter of Recommendation Packet is due on October 5, 2023 
► This will be an assignment in GC and each student will 

have their own personal electronic packet.

Please make sure you research what each institution needs from you.

► CSUs and UCs do not require Letters of Recommendation.
► Berkeley may- but it will be by request only

► Private or out of state school that uses the Common Application
► Usually they will ask for two from teachers who know you well. The counselor 

must also complete a letter of recommendation as part of the “School Report”
► Private or out of state school that DOES NOT use the Common Application

► A letter of recommendation may be required. It is sometimes also called a 
secondary school report. Consult the specific school website to confirm.

► Scholarships
► SOME scholarships ask that you include a letter(s) of 

recommendation with your application



Letters Of Recommendation Con’t
 Communication

● Ask your teacher(s)/counselor for a recommendation IN PERSON
● Find out what the teacher needs from you or what their process is (i.e. a Google Form for you to fill out, etc.)

Timeline
● Any requests for Letters of Recommendation/secondary school reports submitted after October 5, 2023 

are not guaranteed to be fulfilled by application deadlines.
● Communicate with the recommender about whether they need or want reminders; respect their choice and 

ask your parents to do likewise.
● Realize that each recommendation letter takes an average of 1-2 hours to complete.
● Don’t expect recommenders to complete recommendations during breaks from school.

Recommenders will not begin your letter of recommendation until you show up in their list of students on 
the Common Application website. You should add them ASAP; you do not have to have the application 

complete, nor do you need their letter uploaded to submit your application.
 
Follow-up

● Write a thank you card as the bare minimum to show your appreciation for the recommender taking his/her 
time to write a letter on your behalf

● Recognize that teachers write these letters on their own, personal time, without compensation; this is NOT a 
requirement of their jobs

● Follow through by letting your recommenders know what college you selected or 
what scholarships you received



Standardized Testing: SAT and ACT

Please make sure you research the colleges you are applying to.

Many colleges and universities are going test-blind or test optional.
● Test-optional schools allow applicants to choose whether or not to 

submit SAT or ACT scores as part of their application. 
● Test-blind schools offer a contrast to test-optional ones as they are not 

interested at all in students’ standardized test scores at all.

CSU/UC UPDATE
California State University (CSU) no longer uses ACT or SAT examinations in 
determining admission eligibility for all CSU campuses. If accepted to a CSU 
campus, ACT or SAT test scores can be used as one of the measures to place 
students in the proper mathematics and written communication courses. 

UC will not consider SAT or ACT test scores when making admissions decisions. If 
you choose to submit test scores as part of your application, they may be used as an 
alternative method of fulfilling minimum requirements for eligibility or for course 
placement after you enroll.



Be Professional 

► Create a professional email that you will use when 
applying to colleges, and check your email regularly 
as this is how colleges will communicate with you.

► You will also have to create logins and passwords for 
the applications, please write these down and keep 
them in a safe place. 

► Do not be afraid to call a colleges admissions office if 
you have any questions, they are also there to help 
you.



Fall 2023

Early September: We will have a presentation to go in 
detail the process of applying and submitting your 
letter of recommendation. You will also receive a 
senior letter with important dates outlined. 

Continue to check your email and google classroom 
so you stay up to date with detailed information. 



Upcoming College Planning Workshops

Next year during PAWS in the Library:  
How to Create YOUR College List
FAFSA

More to come early next Fall….



Questions?
Thank you!

Helpful Videos:
College Essay

Essay Prep


