Course Description:Civil Discourse

Civil Discourse provides students with opportunities to identify and explore the roots of
contemporary social issues/current events by researching the various perspectives that
exist within a single topic. Students will discover how science, history, technology, and
language interact in the real world while exploring the existence of bias in the media. A
focus on public speaking and “civil discourse” will allow students to hone their oratory
skills as they express their opinions regarding the issues of the day.

NJSLSA.SL1. Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse
partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.

NJSLSA.SL2. Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually,
quantitatively, and orally.

NIJSLSA.SL3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric.

Big Ideas:Course Objectives/Content Statement(s)
Sharing ideas, especially divisive ones, requires a set of open-minded, congenial speaking and listening

skills.

People can only be confident in their own beliefs once they understand the perspectives’ of others. .

Public speaking is a necessary, learned skill.

Essential Questions

What provocative questions will foster inquiry,

understanding, and transfer of learning?

Enduring Understandings

What will students understand about the big ideas?

Why is public speaking a critical skill?

What makes a strong speech?

What makes a speaker engaging?

How do we listen to and challenge others
without offending them.

What does productive dialogue look/sound like?

Public speaking is an essential way to share ideas
and persuade others.

Strong speeches are organized and presented in a
simple, concise manner.

Strong speeches often contain a combination of
pathos, ethos, and logos to help the speaker engage
and persuade the audience.

Body language, volume, and diction are non-verbal
means to engage and audience.

Listening with an open-mind is the most productive
way to communicate.

Dialogue should be used to expand ones beliefs, not
cemente them.




Areas of Focus: Proficiencies
(Progress Indicators)

Examples, Outcomes, Assessments

Students will:

e Understand common structures for persuasive
and informative speeches.

e Understand how to employ pathos, ethos, and
logos to persuade an audience.

e Understand basic behaviors of a strong public
speaker.

e Understand how to stop and listen before
speaking.

e Understand how to weigh multiple points of
view to develop their own opinion.

Instructional Focus: <Ex: TSWBAT label the parts of a

flower>

e Compose a presidential style public address.

e Compose a speech describing a profound personal
experience.

e Present three speeches to the class.

e Participate in weekly fishbowl or Harkness
conversations.

Sample Assessments:

e Impromptu speeches

Projects/Post Assessment

e Speeches

e Weekly conversations
Instructional Strategies

e Interdisciplinary Connections

e Speaking skills are essential components




to classroom conversations and
presentations.

e Weekly conversations will center around
current events, which are intertwined
into the “We the Students” curriculum.

e Technology Integration
o Google suite
o Fanschool

e Media Literacy Integration
o Examining bias in the news

e Global Perspectives
o World news will be a component of
weekly discussions.
o A knowledge of weekly world news is
essential for Fanschool participation.

Supports for English Language Learners

Sensory Supports

Graphic Supports Interactive Supports




Real life objects

Charts

In pairs or partners

Manipulatives Graphic Organizers In triands or small groups
Pictures Tables In a whole group
[lustrations, diagrams & drawings Graphs Using cooperative group
Magazines & Newspapers Timelines Structures

Physical activities

Number lines

With the Internet / Software

Videos & Film

In the home language

Broadcasts

With mentors

Models & Figures

Intervention Strategies

Accommodations

Interventions

Modifications

Allow for verbal responses

Multi-sensory techniques

Modified tasks/expectations

Repeat/confirm directions

Increase task structure (e.g. directions,
checks for understanding, feedback

Differentiated materials

Permit response provided via computer
or electronic device

Increase opportunities to engage in
active academic responding

Individualized assessment tools based
on student need

Audio Books

Utilize pre reading strategies and
activities previews, anticipatory
guides, and semantic mapping

Modified assessment grading




