


Straight from the Superintendent

Welcome to the 2023-24 school year! As I’ve been 
in classrooms, at our athletic events and in schools 
throughout the district, I’ve been able to experience 
so many learning moments in these first few weeks 
of school. In fact, students at Renner Elementary let 
me join them for their paper airplane design and test 
runs the second week of school – learning through 
experiences and inquiry in action!

We’ll be managing several projects throughout this 
year with students, staff and our community. One of 
these projects will be Park Hill 2034 – the district’s 
next phase of long-range planning. After approving 
the April 2022 no tax increase ballot propositions, we 
got to work implementing the project timelines. With 
projects happening at every Park Hill facility, and major 

additions and renovations happening at Park Hill 
High School, Park Hill South High School, Russell 
Jones Education Center and the design and build 
of Elementary 12, Park Hill is completing the 
promise of those ballot proposition dollars.

Park Hill 2034 will involve decisions around 
facilities, classrooms and school space, 
technology and how our students and staff use 
our space. These decisions will be made in unison 
with our Park Hill staff, families and community, 
involving these valued partners throughout the 
process. 

In addition, the Park Hill 2034 Team, a team 
of involved and connected parents, staff and 
community members, will help guide decisions 
and feedback opportunities throughout the 
planning process. Be looking for ways you can 
contribute your voice – we need you!

Have a wonderful school year full of experiences 
and learning. We’ll be cheering along the way!

Dr. Mike Kimbrel 
Superintendent

Welcome to the Connection!

Connection is a publication of the Park Hill School District, 
distributed quarterly, without charge, to patrons within the 
Park Hill School District boundaries.

Park Hill Board of Education 
Brandy Woodley, President 
Daryl Terwilleger, Vice President 
Janice Bolin, Treasurer 
Layla Barbur, Member 
Shereka Barnes, Member 
Scott Monsees, Member 
Kimberlee Ried, Member
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W E L C O M E  B A C K !

CHINN ELEMENTARY

GRADEN ELEMENTARY

LEAD INNOVATION STUDIO

PLAZA MIDDLE SCHOOL

SOUTHEAST ELEMENTARY

CONGRESS MIDDLE SCHOOL

HAWTHORN ELEMENTARY

LINE CREEK ELEMENTARY

PRAIRIE POINT ELEMENTARY

TIFFANY RIDGE ELEMENTARY

ENGLISH LANDING ELEMENTARY

HOPEWELL ELEMENTARY

PARK HILL SOUTH HIGH SCHOOL

RENNER ELEMENTARY

UNION CHAPEL ELEMENTARY

GERNER FAMILY EDUCATION CENTER

LAKEVIEW MIDDLE SCHOOL

PARK HILL HIGH SCHOOL

RUSSELL JONES EDUCATION CENTER

WALDEN MIDDLE SCHOOL
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Park Hill Welcomes Our Students and Families for the 2023-24 School Year



The completion of Elementary 12, scheduled for 
June 2025, marks the end of the district’s current 
long-range plan. Enter Park Hill 2034, the district’s 
next phase of long-range planning and part of the 
2022 no-tax increase ballot proposition approved 
by Park Hill voters. 

“Park Hill is here to build successful futures for each 
student every day,” Superintendent Mike Kimbrel 
said. “Park Hill 2034 is the plan to ensure that 
happens.” 

Park Hill 2034 will involve decisions around 
facilities, classrooms and school space, technology 
and how our students and staff use our space. 
These decisions will be made in unison with our 
Park Hill staff, families and community, involving 
these valued partners throughout the process. 

This includes the Park Hill 2034 Team, a group 
of involved and connected parents, staff and 
community members who will help guide decisions 
and feedback opportunities throughout the 
planning process. This team will meet consistently 
throughout the school year to help shape the 
direction of our long-range planning.

Rob Willard has two children in the district and 
joined the Park Hill 2034 Team to help ensure they, 
and all Park Hill students, have the best resources 
and facilities they need to get the best education.
“We have to be equitable,” he said during the team’s 
first meeting. “Educational opportunities can’t be 
limited because of the building a student may be 
in.”

“Aging facilities impact educational opportunities,” 
Andrew Hargis added. Hargis is a Park Hill parent 
and employee. He serves as the principal at Chinn 
Elementary, one of the older buildings in the 
district.

“Look at Hopewell Elementary, with all its 
collaborative spaces,” he said. “You don’t see those 
in the district’s older facilities. Our buildings can’t 
be obstacles to learning.”
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Looking 
Toward 
The Future
Park Hill 2034 charts our course 
for the next 10 years
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Community Input

Community feedback is vital to our work, and you 
will have multiple opportunities to provide input 
throughout this year-long planning process. A recent 
opportunity was the first round of Park Hill 2034 
community meetings in partnership with Hollis + Miller, 
project architects for the district’s 2022 Bond Projects 
and Park Hill 2034 process consultants.

With buildings ranging from two to 90 years old, 
the age of district facilities and the impact on 
teaching and learning was one topic discussed. Other 
discussions included what elementary and secondary 
classrooms might look like in the next 10 years and 
what the district should consider when creating the 
10-year plan. Traffic patterns, learning opportunities 
and physical and emotional security were high on the 
list of considerations.

Community meetings will be held for each phase 
of the 10-year planning process. Join us at the next 
community meetings:

•	Monday, Oct. 16, 6:30 to 8 p.m. at Park Hill High 
School

•	Wednesday, Oct. 18, 6:30 to 8 p.m. at Park Hill 
South High School

And our second community survey opens soon. You 
can access surveys, learn more about upcoming 
meetings and follow the progress of Park Hill 2034 at 
https://www.parkhill.k12.mo.us/about/park-hill-2034.

Our timeline spans the 2023-2024 school year and 
includes several opportunities for staff, family and 
community input. It is essential that the community 
help shape the future of Park Hill School District. 
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YOU!
WE WANT TO HEAR FROM 



Park Hill: You’re a Park Hill alumnus and graduate 
of our Aspiring Educators program. Why did you 
follow the Aspiring Educators track in high school?	
					     	
Patrick: For the longest time I actually wanted to 
become an engineer and had a whole five-year plan 
through college. After about three weeks of AP 
Chemistry I realized that I was not cut out to become 
an engineer. I thought about other options and the 
only thing that came to my mind was how much 
fun I had coaching my summer swim team. When I 
brought this to my parents, who are both educators 
in this district, they told me that there was a program 
that gave me the opportunity to go into classrooms 
and see what it was like “behind the scenes” as a 
teacher. I told myself to try it. Worse case scenario I 
find something different after that semester. By the 
third week of learning at English Landing Elementary 
School from Natalie Barner, I started to realize that 
this is something that I could actually do for the rest 
of my life. I truly believe that I would not be prepared 
for this profession without the help of my amazing 
parents (Tom and Poppy Lee) and the wonderful 
teachers who helped me through the program 
(Matthew McGinley, Jennifer Reece, O’ Keefe 
Richards, Matthew Mabrey, Amy Peeler and Natalie 
Barner).

Straight From Our Staff
Patrick Lee, 4th Grade Teacher, English Landing Elementary

PH: What was it like to walk into the district’s new 
teacher orientation? 

P: At first it was a bit overwhelming seeing all of 
us new teachers take in so much new information. 
Fortunately, I had graduated from this district and 
had gone through the Aspiring Educators program, 
so the information was easier to digest since I had 
learned a lot of it beforehand. The Park Hill School 
District does a great job of making sure that every 
one of their new teachers is educated on all of the 
new programs and resources that we will be using. 

PH: Did you have a favorite teacher during your 
Park Hill School District school years? What made 
that teacher so special?

P: If I had to choose one it would have to be Mr. 
Laurent from my sophomore Materials Science Class 
at Park Hill High School. I took this class during a 
time in my life where I did not know what exactly 
I was going to do for the rest of my life. I knew I 
wanted to go to college and I was considering the 
Engineering field. I remember walking into his class 
on the first day and just seeing a huge smile across 
his face as he welcomed us. He was so eager to get 
to know every single one of us. A big reason why I 
loved his class was because of his enthusiasm for 
teaching and his warm demander style. He wanted all 
of us to strive to be the best people we could be. 

PH: What is one thing you would like your students 
to remember about you?

P: I want them to remember that I cared about 
each and every one of them, not just if they were 
able to pass a math test or write a great paper, but 
as actual human beings. There are things going on 
in each student’s daily life and things from their 
background that I would not be able to relate to or 
even understand, but they still show up ready to 
learn. I want them to remember that my classroom 
was a safe space for them to talk to not only me but 
to their fellow classmates as well.

PH:What are you most looking forward to at PHSD 
in the next five or 10 years?

P: I am most looking forward to seeing what kind 
of new research and technology has affected our 
practices here in the Park Hill School District. Back 
when I was in elementary school I remember my 
teacher writing everything by hand on the board 
and we would take notes.  Now every student has 
their own piece of technology that they can use to 
enhance their learning.
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Park Hill: As a member of the Superintendent’s 
Student Advisory Council (SSAC) last year, you 
were among the first (and youngest) to offer input 
and feedback for the additions and improvements 
coming to Park Hill South High School (PHS). What 
was it like to be a part of that process?

Sutter: The design team from Hollis + Miller came to 
the district office and we got split into groups based 
on what high school we were going to and showed 
us designs for classrooms. We got to pick which 
ones we liked the best. It felt good to be able to have 
a say in what my future high school would look like. 
It was interesting because it was a new experience. 
I have never been asked to do anything like that 
before.

PH: The PHS improvements are scheduled to wrap 
up in March 2026, the end of your freshman year. 
What’s it like to know you’ll be in a school you and 
the SSAC helped to form?

S: I feel honored because I know that I had a say in 
what Park Hill South High School will look like for 
years to come. It felt good to be trusted with that 
responsibility, even as a 6th grader last year.

PH: What made you want to be a part of the SSAC? 

S: I like to participate in leadership groups, and 
this one was for the entire district. I loved that my 
opinions would be considered to make all of Park Hill 
School District even better.

PH: What would you say to a friend or classmate 
who wanted to join the SSAC? 

S: It is a really fun thing, and you get to meet kids 
from across the entire district. You get to really have 
a say and opinion in the big decisions. It is important 
for kids to provide this feedback because they have 
a different perspective than the adults. You even got 
lunch!

PH: What are you most excited about this year? 

S: I am excited to learn new things and have new 
experiences as a 7th grader.

Straight From Our Students
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Sutter Sheer, 7th Grader, Walden Middle School



Fall Edition 2023 • 8

Park Hill: As a Superintendent’s Student Advisory 
Council (SSAC) member last year, you were 
among the first to offer input and feedback for the 
additions and improvements coming to Park Hill 
High School (PHHS). What was it like to be a part of 
that process?

Chamberlain: Being a part of deciding how our 
school will develop was a worthwhile experience. As 
the year went on, I actually saw our group’s ideas put 
into practice, so I felt like I was being heard. I was 
able to participate in the process and contribute to 
the decisions that affected our school community in 
a direct way. Seeing that the administration valued 
our opinions and was acting on them gave me 
assurance.

PH: The PHHS improvements are scheduled to wrap 
up in March 2026, just two months before your class 
graduates. How do you think you’ll feel, watching 
the progress but then heading on to your next 
adventure?

C: I think it’ll feel a bit bittersweet as I witness the 
completion of the PHHS improvements, knowing that 
a new chapter awaits me. It is still amazing to know 
that I was someone who played a part in making 
this happen. Even though I won’t be there to see it 
myself, I know that students in the future will greatly 
benefit from these improvements.

PH: What made you want to be a part of the SSAC?

C: I originally wanted to be a part of SSAC because 
I wanted to contribute to the betterment of 
students’ experiences in the future. I believed that 
by being a part of the council, I could play a role in 
implementing these improvements and making a 
positive impact. I really enjoyed being able to meet 
students from around the district, especially from 
Park Hill South High School, and collaborate on 
various projects.

PH: What are you most excited about this year?

C: I’m most excited about expanding my horizons 
and trying some new things this year. I’m looking 
forward to being a part of the council for a second 
year and meeting new people who share similar 
interests and goals. I’m also excited about the 
potential opportunities and experiences that may 
come my way.

Chamberlain Webster, Sophomore, Park Hill High School

Straight From Our Students



Park Hill Celebrates Success Around our District

Perfect ACT Scores
Congratulations to Park Hill High 
School seniors James Barrie and 
Jessica Yu! They earned perfect 
scores (36) on the ACT, putting 
the pair in the top less-than-one-
percent of test takers. 

2023 Governance Team Award
We are #ParkHillProud of the Park Hill School 
District Board of Education for earning the 2023 
Governance Team Award for its commitment to 
ongoing learning, continuous improvement and 
participation in public school advocacy. Boards 
receive this award through district accreditation, 
ongoing professional development and active 
involvement within the Missouri School Boards’ 
Association. The Board is one of only 17 school 
boards in Missouri to earn the award this year.

Advanced Placement Celebrations
We are #ParkHillProud of our Advanced 
Placement (AP) program! Last year, Park Hill 
School District students recorded a 73% pass 
rate on the AP exams. That’s 13% higher than 
the national average and the highest pass rate 
in program history. Our students earned an 
average AP score of 3.20, the highest score 
achieved by the district. In addition, when 
compared to the nation, the district saw a higher 
percentage of students achieve a passing score 
in 23 of 30 subjects.

Girls Nation President
We are #ParkHillProud of Park Hill South High School senior 
Ysabella “Ysa” Olsen. She attended Girls State in June and was one 
of two students elected to represent Missouri at Girls Nation in 
Washington, D.C. There, she was elected President of the American 
Legion Auxiliary Girls Nation.

To earn this honor, Olsen had to create original legislation to share 
with the delegation at Missouri Girls State, advocate for its passage 
and undergo a rigorous interview process. Once at Girls Nation, she 
had to win her party’s nomination through a primary process and 
then run against her opponent in a general election. 

Olsen is the second Park Hill South student in two years to attend 
Girls Nation and the first to be elected President. She will preside 
over next year’s Girls Nation delegation.
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College Board National Recognition

Four Park Hill School District seniors earned 
academic honors from the College Board 
National Recognition Programs. These programs 
celebrate students’ hard work in high school and 
showcase their strong academic performance. 
Congratulations to:

Lynda Makori (Park Hill High School) 
National African American Recognition Award

Benjamin Shepherd (Park Hill South High School) 
National Hispanic Recognition Award

Olivia Clemons (Park Hill South High School) 
National African American Recognition Award

Roslyn Strong (Park Hill South High School) 
National African American Recognition Award

Top High Schools in the State and Region

U.S. News & World Report ranks Park Hill High 
School and Park Hill South High School among 
the top in the state and region!

 Park Hill High School

#8 Public High School in Missouri

#6 Public High School in KC Metro (including Kansas)

#13 in Missouri for proportion of students taking 
and passing at least one AP Exam

#14 for State Assessment Proficiency Rank

#14 in Missouri for proportion of students taking 
and passing multiple AP Exams

 
 Park Hill South High School

#12 Public High School in Missouri

#9 Public High School in KC Metro (including Kansas)

#8 for State Assessment Proficiency Rank

Team Academic Award

Congratulations to Park Hill High School’s 2022-2023 
girls’ volleyball team for earning the Team Academic 
Award from the United States Marine Corps and the 
American Volleyball Coaches Association. This is the 
eighth year the school’s volleyball team has won the 
award. The Team Academic Award honors teams 
who match their dedication in the classroom with 
their dedication on the court. This means the PHHS 
volleyball team maintained a year-long GPA of at 
least 3.3 on a 4.0 scale. Lindsey Hood is the coach.
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Visit 
www.parkhill.k12.mo.us/news-and-stories 

for more honors and celebrations
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Our employees are the reason we are so 
successful here in the Park Hill School District, 
and we would like to recognize them for all they 
do for our students.

That is why we present the Park Hill Star award 
once a month to a pre-K or elementary teacher, 
a secondary teacher and a support employee.

Anyone can nominate an employee at 
parkhilllistens.com.

Visit the district’s Facebook page to see 
September’s Park Hill Star winners.

Each January, the Park Hill School District 
inducts three alumni into the Alumni Hall 
of Fame. This award honors those district 
graduates whose lives and careers are models of 
achievement and community service.

Do you know an alumnus or alumna who 
deserves to be in the Park Hill Alumni Hall of 
Fame? The nominee must be a graduate of Park 
Hill High School or Park Hill South High School 
who graduated five or more years ago. We 
accept posthumous nominations.

Visit parkhilllistens.com to nominate someone 
today.
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A Proud 
partner of the 
Park Hill 
School District 
since 2006

913.342.1150  www.universalconstruction.net
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LEAD Innovation Studio

Hopewell Elementary
District Transportation Center

Walden Middle School
Support Service Center

Tiffany Ridge Elementary

We’re Charting the Course for major success 
this year! Please join us at the 

Annual 
Community Breakfast

Thursday, October 26th, 2023
at the Argosy Casino & Hotel

Get more details and register at
parkhillfoundation.org

It will be legendary.

Ahoy, Mateys!
Become a Friend  of the Foundation. 

Visit parkhillfoundation.org or give us 
a call at 816-359-4071

Savvy? 
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816-505-2444

www.bythebladekc.com

Come check us out!
www.ReiselmanNissan.com

DEGREE PROGRAMS
U N D E R G R A D U A T E  A N D  G R A D U A T E

PARK.EDU/APPLYFIND OUT MORE!

INCLUDING
NURSING, BUSINESS, AND SPORTS & EXERCISE 
SCIENCE MAJORS

DEGREE PROGRAMS
U N D E R G R A D U A T E  A N D  G R A D U A T E

PARK.EDU/APPLYFIND OUT MORE!

INCLUDING
NURSING, BUSINESS, AND SPORTS & EXERCISE 
SCIENCE MAJORS
INCLUDING

NURSING,
BUSINESS,
AND SPORTS & EXERCISE SCIENCE 
MAJORS

FIND OUT MORE!

PARK.EDU/APPLY
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9926 NW Hwy 45 
Parkville, MO 64152

(816) 719-0199

info@blueheatingandcooling.com

Member FDIC

BANKWITHSOUTHERN.COM

Aplomb Martial Arts Of Parkville

6325 Lewis St., Ste. 118
Parkville, MO  64152

www.aplombmartialarts.com
@amaofparkville
(816) 569-5735

WANT YOUR 
AD HERE?
Contact Samantha Fitzgerald at
FitzgeraldSa@parkhill.k12.mo.us

or call 816-359-6716

New Shops.

New Parks.

The new
hub of the
Northland.@ZonaRosaKC

See what’s new.

Helping
people find
their way

back to God

restorecc.org
Meeting at Park Hill High School
Sundays | 9 & 10:30 AM 



7703 NW Barry Road 
Kansas City, MO 64153

Park Hill School District 
816.359.4070 
www.parkhill.k12.mo.us

Park Hill Highlight
We welcomed more than 150 new 
educational rock stars to the Park Hill 
Family in early August. We are so glad 
they chose Park Hill!

For more moments like this, be sure to follow our social media 

channels on Facebook, Instagram, Twitter (X) and YouTube.  

Postal Customer


