
 December 19, 2018 

Hewlett High School 

A summary of the Board of Education Meeting 

Board Members:  Mitchell Greebel, President; Melissa Gates, Vice President; Cheryl 
May, Scott McInnes, Judy Menashe, Debra Sheinin, Daniella R. Simon 

Budget Development Meeting 

The budget development meeting was held at Hewlett High School at 6:00 PM. Mr. Frontario re-
viewed the status of the 2019-2020 budget to date. To view the budget presentation, click HERE.  

 

Regular Meeting 

 The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mr. Greebel at the commencement of the Budget Develop-
ment meeting. 

 Mr. Galati, principal of Hewett High School, welcomed the Board of Education and all attendees 
to the building. He provided highlights of the many accomplishments achieved by HHS students 
and staff thus far in the 2018-2019 school year. 

 Mr. Galati introduced Dr. Patricia Nardi, who spoke about the Social Science Research program. 
She introduced five students who have submitted their research to the Regeneron Science Tal-
ent Search and Junior Science and Humanities Symposium:  

  Munij Adnan: Who Invests in Bitcoin and Why?: An Investigation of the Demographic
                      Profile and Rationale of Investors  

  Emily Bar-Mashiah: Participate? Support? Remain Silent? Or Stand Up?:  An Examina-
            tion of Adolescent Bystander Behavior in Bullying Situations 
   Sulan Pathiranage: Revisiting Piaget in the Twenty-First Century: An Investigation of 
            How Adolescent Schemas Influence Understanding of and Re- 
            sponses to Stressors   
  Chloe Van Steertegem:  Observing the Invisible Nature of Shame: An Investigation of 
           the Presence and Expression of Adolescent Shame 
 Siyuan Yue:  A Non-Ricardian Model to Estimate Impact of Public Investment on GDP 

  by Sectors: An Insight into the Mechanisms Public Investment Impact 
  Economy 

 Mr. Galati introduced Dr. Terence Bissoondial, who spoke about four students who are com-
pleting science research projects for the Regeneron Science Talent Search and Junior Science 
and Humanities Symposium: 

   
  Bharvi Charve: Research focuses on developing a model to study a rare congenital 
  disease affecting the livers and kidneys called Caroli Syndrome. 
 

http://hewlettwoodmereschoolny.iqm2.com/Citizens/FileOpen.aspx?Type=1&ID=1603&Inline=True


  Aditi Dam: Research focuses on trying to identify genes using bioformatics that are de
  regulated in specific types of prostate cancer. 
  Julia Grossman: Research focuses on using the level of fluorine to indicate strain in the 
  Earth’s crust and as subsequent predictor of earthquakes. 
  Chestine Tomas: Research focuses on synthesizing specific types of 3-dimensional 
  molecules that are difficult to make. 
 
 Mr. Galati introduced Mr. David Viegas, who recognized athletes who received honors in the fall 

season: 
  David Abikzer: Varsity Soccer 
  Margo Verschleiser: Varsity Swimming 
  Matthew Weiss: Varsity Football 
  David Durdaller: Track 
  Kaylyn Forbes:  Track 
  Rachel Arbitman: Tennis 
  Gabriela Sciarrotta: Tennis 
  Nila Katsman: Tennis 
  Nicole Pinkus: Tennis 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Administrator Reports 

 

 Dr. Marino provided the Superintendent’s Report. He recently attended many school events, in-
cluding the FECC Thanksgiving Feast, the HES Trees for Troops at Dees’ Nursery, the OES Winter 
Concert, the WMS Youth Leadership Forum and 8th grade science fair, and the HHS Interview 
Day, Youth Leadership Forum, Denmark Day basketball team dinner, winter concerts, the NYSS-
MA All-State conference in Rochester, and the Gallery One opening at WEC. He has also shared 
bus runs with FECC, HES, OES, and WMS students and held staff chats at OES, HHS, and the 
Maintenance Shop. Dr. Marino also attended the Nassau County Council of School Superinten-
dents Legislative Committee Meeting and a meeting with Assemblywoman-elect Judy Griffin. He 
also attended an Early Childhood Advisory Committee meeting in Albany. Dr. Marino provided an 



update on HW 2025. The alumni survey will be launched this week and the results from the Stu-
dent Engagement Survey are being analyzed. The Implementation Team continues to assist with 
survey development.  Dr. Marino held a Superintendent’s Roundtable on November 28 at the 
Hewlett-Woodmere Library. The next one is scheduled for mid-January at the Center for Adult 
Life Enrichment.  

 Dr. Secaur provided the Curriculum Report. He also attended several recent events including In-
terview Day at HHS, Trees for Troops at Dees’ Nursery, and the wonderful Chorale performance 
at WEC. He participated in the Tri-State Consortium return visit regarding special education. The 
PTA Curriculum Committee recently met and Mrs. Michelle Hochhauser provided an update on 
English Language Arts. The new Teacher Induction Program is continuing to provide support and 
assistance to new teachers in the District. The Professional Development Team has met and de-
briefed the recent Superintendent's Conference Day. Also, Dr. Secaur attended a 3-Part Work-
shop on Cultural Proficiency sponsored by Nassau BOCES and the Long Island Consortium on Ex-
cellence and Equity. He also attended the recent NYSASCD Conference, where the focus was 
school security and social emotional learning. 

 Mr. Frontario provided the Business Report. The business office is currently hard at work on the 
proposed 2019-2020 budget. Mr. Frontario, Dr. Fale, and Mr. DiBartolo have met with adminis-
trators to review budget codes, expenses, and staffing. More information about the proposed 
budget will be shared at the January 24, 2019 budget meeting. He participated in a webinar 
about New York state health insurance, benefit changes, reporting requirements, and enroll-
ment. An audit committee meeting was held on November 29 where they discussed the correc-
tive action plan and risk assessment. Mr. Frontario also participated in the HHS Interview Day.  

 Dr. Lo Verde provided the Special Education Report. The Tri-State Consortium team recently re-
turned to Hewlett-Woodmere to discuss the special education recommendations made several 
years ago. Progress was reviewed at the essential questions regarding special education. Addi-
tional professional development opportunities are being offered to special education staff and 
some students will now lead their own CSE meetings. Also, one of the recommendations was to 
offer more students with disabilities to participate in world language programs. This number has 
been steadily increasing. Dr. Lo Verde also discussed the PAES Lab. PAES stands for Practical As-
sessment Exploration System, which provides simulated work experiences for students with disa-
bilities. Her department is always looking for new job experiences for students.  

 Dr. Fale provided the Human Resources Report. He recently represented the District at the Nas-
sau County Legislative Meeting on Reassessment, where he had the opportunity to make a state-
ment. Dr. Fale expressed concern on behalf of our residents on the impact that higher taxes may 
have on school budget votes. He also stressed concern regarding the clarity on tax bills on where 
the increases come from and that the information number given on the tax notices should be the 
assessor’s office, not the school district. Dr. Fale also reported that the search for the Assistant 
Director for Special Education Services and the Director of Health, Safety, and Security are com-
plete. He attended the FECC Kindness Day and the HHS concert, which was the best student 
performance he has ever seen.  

 Margo Verschleiser reported from the Student Advisory Council. The hallways have been decorat-
ed into a Winter Wonderland. Thank you to everyone who supports this renewed sense of spirit. 
The Executive Board will be ordering furniture for a room in the library. 

 Robyn Kelstein reported on behalf of the Central Council PTA. Franklin has had a very busy, but 

exciting month. They had their first school-wide Thanksgiving feast on November 21. The PTA 

brought in George from Spirit Sky drums to dress up as a Native American and give a private 

drum lesson to the whole first grade! On November 27, FECC had a Dinosaurs Rock Assembly 



complete with a fossil dig. They had their Book Fair and Holiday Boutique, both very successful 

events. On December 5, author Amy Logan joined FECC for Kindness Day. There were many ac-

tivities throughout the day that emphasized the importance of kindness. Hewlett had their first 

bakery fundraiser with cake and cookies from Prezioso Bakery. They also held their annual Holi-

day Boutique and Scholastic Book Fair. Former Harlem Globe Trotter, Corey The Dribbler, 

stopped by on December 10 for a cultural arts assembly for all grades. The Fourth Grade Dance 

Residency, with the assistance of Vanaver Caravan ,performed a new program this year on De-

cember 12 celebrating holidays from around the world! At Ogden, the Holiday Boutique was a 

huge success! The same evening, they hosted their 2nd Parent University with a PTA sponsored 

movie for kids and popcorn and candy treats. During parent-teacher conferences, the fifth grad-

ers hosted a bake sale. Ogden was recognized by NYS PTA for reaching early membership goal. 

They are looking forward to fifth grade volleyball night on January 7 and the continuation of the 

cultural arts program Dancing Classrooms for 4th graders. WMS held Career Day for eighth grad-

ers on December 7. A successful Holiday Boutique was held on December 11 and 12. WMS is 

now hosting monthly “Get Booked” days where the kids come in in pajamas and read a book 

during their homeroom. An exciting milestone at WMS is 100% teacher membership! At HHS, the 

student government put up festive winter decorations complete with a blowup snowman donated 

by PTA. All winter concerts and the school play have taken place and were wonderful. Some stu-

dents have received early action and early decisions from colleges and the student body has 

been accepted into some wonderful schools! We are excited to hear about the remaining ac-

ceptances!  

 

Board Committee Reports 

 Mrs. Judy Menashe reported on behalf of the Special Education committee.  The Committee rec-

ommends the approval of the recommendations from the Committee on Special Education and 

the Committee on Preschool Special Education. 

 Mrs. Cheryl May reported on behalf of the Audit Committee. At their recent meeting they re-

viewed the Risk Assessment Report and the Corrective Action Plan. 

 Mrs. Daniella Simon reported on behalf of the Communications Committee. The redesigned web-

site and app were recently launched. A Happy New Year newsletter will be sent to all District res-

idents. 

 Mrs. May reported on behalf of the Policy Committee. Five policies up for approval and/or abol-

ishment this evening. The committee is currently reviewing other policies to be discussed in Jan-

uary.  

 The consent agenda and the following policies were unanimously approved. 

  9240: Recruiting Hiring, Retention, and Staff Development 

  9260: Conditional Appointment and Emergency Conditional Appointment Student   
   Safety Policy 

  9520.2: Family and Medical Leave 

  9285: Letters of Reference ABOLISHED 

  9700: Professional Growth and In-Service Education ABOLISHED 

 



 

 A member of the audience asked about teachers posting homework online. Mr. Greebel suggest-
ed speaking with building principals.  

 The meeting recessed to Executive Session at 9:08 PM. 

 

UPCOMING MEETINGS:   

 
 Wednesday, January 9, 2019, 7:30 PM Work Meeting, Woodmere Education Center 

 Wednesday, January 16, 2019, 7:00 PM Tour of Facility, Woodmere Middle School 

 Wednesday, January 16, 2019, 8:00 PM Regular Meeting, Woodmere Middle School 

 

Note:  

All agendas and supporting documentation for the December 19, 2018 Regular Meeting can be 
found by clicking HERE.  

The December Construction Update can be found by clicking HERE.  

http://hewlettwoodmereschoolny.iqm2.com/Citizens/FileOpen.aspx?Type=1&ID=1602&Inline=True
https://docs.google.com/viewerng/viewer?url=https://www.hewlett-woodmere.net//cms/lib/NY01000519/Centricity/Domain/1733/December.pdf

