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Welcome Back Panthers!

August 2023

Bradenton Christian School

15 new teachers for our school year
98 people came out for Campus Beautification Day 
3 weeks of rich learning and meaningful chapels
Successful openings for our sports seasons

We are roaring off to a great start with 976 students from Preschool – 12th grade where we have the
privilege to prepare their hearts and minds for Christ! With such a great start to the school year, we thank
all those from the founding families of BCS in 1960 all the way through to the present for such a great
Godly heritage for educating our covenantal children along side the church and the home. Thank you for
being an integral part of the Bradenton Christian School Community. God continues to bless BCS by
providing:

We are privileged to have each student and teacher at BCS and we want to share this privilege with you.
So, be on the lookout for our Panther Press to come to you every month this school year with past and
future happenings. 

Blessings! 
Dr. Jeff Hoogeveen, BCS Superintendent

Ph: 941-792-5454 www.bcspanthers.org



Campus News

Beautification Day 2023
The BCS Beautification Workday had an amazing turnout with servant

hearts pouring into BCS. Parents, grandparents, teachers, students,
administrators, and staff all showing up to beautify our campus God

has blessed us with again this school year. 
Thank you so much to those who came and worked hard and

connected with other BCS families. 



Welcome all our new teachers!

Campus News
Panther Press Spotlight
The Panther Press is a monthly publication all about Bradenton Christian School. Each
month The Panther Press will be focusing on various topics and events of importance to
our campus, community, and families. 

Panther Press will be sent to all current and past families as well as alumni, grandparents,
and community churches.

This year BCS had a record breaking year for new hires. We are blessed to welcome 15 new
teachers! Special shoutout to Kelly Seagreaves, Human Resource Director who works
diligently to connect our staff throughout our campus. BCS is always looking for talented,
Christ-centered faculty and staff members! Please check out the link if you are interested in
opportunities at BCS https://www.bcspanthers.org/about-us/employment-opportunities

If a loved one of yours wants to receive The Panther Press or you want to feature a story
about BCS, please contact BobbiJo Norris at bnorris@bcspanthers.org.

https://www.bcspanthers.org/about-us/staff-directory?utf8=%E2%9C%93&const_search_group_ids=&const_search_role_ids=1&const_search_keyword=kelly#
https://www.bcspanthers.org/about-us/employment-opportunities
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Campus News
Our Panther mascot made a visit to students for the first few days of school!
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Campus News

Drumline Bootcamp
This month at BCS, our Drumline Class
experienced a “Boot Camp.” Class of
2023 Graduate and veteran Drum
Major, Josh Seagreaves dedicated his
time and talents to building up this
blooming generation of percussionists.
Josh started each day with rudiments
for the team teaching them the value of
a practice routine. He has been instilling
in them the sense of team and the
culture of their part in keeping the fire
going. Josh also composed several
original pieces to learn. These pieces are
challenging, sound amazing, and will
live in the BCS drumline repertoire for
ages to come.  

All of these offerings truly edify these
students and this program. Josh is a
wonderful example of using your God-
given gifts for His purposes and His
people. The beauty of Music and the
Arts is a reflection of God’s goodness
and His love for us. Our gifts are meant
to bless God, minister, celebrate, and
point to a wonderful Creator. Josh, the
Drumline and the entire Arts program
stand to serve that end. We thank you,
Josh! May God bless you as you move
on to College of William and Mary.
Come back soon!



Campus News

Church Connection

Bradenton CRC-  Wednesday Evenings
6:45pm -8:30pm
https://bradentoncrc.org/ministries
Bayside Community Church- Middle
School services are during regular
weekend times. High School is
Wednesday Evenings at 6:30pm.
https://www.mybayside.church/ministries/
bayside-youth
West Bradenton Baptist- Wednesday
Evenings door open at 5:30pm
https://fortheneighborhood.com/students/
Grace Community Church- Middle School
services are during regular weekend
times. High School meets Sunday nights
from 5:30pm -7:30pm.
https://www.gracesarasota.com/channel/e
quip/youth
North River- The Swell on Sunday
Evenings 4:30pm -7:00pm
https://www.gonorthriver.org/students
The Bridge Church- Wednesday Evenings
6:30pm -8:00pm
https://www.bridgechurchfl.com/students

Calling all BCS youth! Are you looking for a
youth group or local church community to get
involved in? We have information for you.

If you would like your church featured in
Panther Press for youth events, please email
BobbiJo Norris at bnorris@bcspanthers.org.
If you would like to speak at chapel services
for BCS please contact Calvin Morley at
CMorley@bcspanthers.org.

What an amazing time at the BCS Middle
School tailgate before the first varsity football
game!  Hotdogs, drinks, and games made for
a perfect pre-game gathering. We loved
seeing families come together and get to
know each other better. Our awesome mascot
even made an appearance and joined in the
fun! 

Middle School Tailgate Fun

https://bradentoncrc.org/ministries
https://www.mybayside.church/ministries/bayside-youth
https://fortheneighborhood.com/students/
https://www.gracesarasota.com/channel/equip/youth
https://www.gonorthriver.org/students
https://www.bridgechurchfl.com/students


Meet the School Board Members
Russ Dozeman- Board President
Steve Strite- Vice President
Jim Price- Treasurer
Nathan Kragt- Secretary
Kory DeHaan- Athletics
Kris Cox- Foundation
Hillary Koester- Building and Grounds
Geoff Henderson- Education
Sandy Bouwer- Admissions

If you would like to send correspondence to
the board members, please email
bsecretary@bcspanthers.org. The Board
Secretary will forward the communication to
the Board President along with any of the
other board members as appropriate.

Reminder
When dropping off students, please refrain
from waiting in parking spots in front of the
High School/Middle School/PAC or Fine Arts
buildings in the morning. Faculty and student
drivers need to have quick access to their
parking spots to arrive on time. If you need to
park there are guest parking spots in front of
the High School. 

Announcements

Interested in Volunteering?

Bouwer Cup Golf Tournament 
Auction
Giving Tuesday
All Pro Dads
Moms in Prayer
Gala
Check out our events that are coming up
(https://www.bcspanthers.org/get-
involved)

Many hands make light work. The following
verse is a famous expression of the need for
Christian goodness to be visible in the world.
Doing the work given by God is how His
disciples distribute His light. 

"In the same way, let your light shine before
others, so that they may see your good works
and give glory to your Father in heaven"
Matthew 5:15-16. 

Volunteering is far more than signing up for
an event or completing a task. You are
creating community, connecting with new
families, and allowing God to shine through
you. 

There are many ways you may volunteer at
Bradenton Christian School.

mailto:bsecretary@bcspanthers.org
https://www.bcspanthers.org/get-involved


Announcements

Important Dates
September 4: No School
September 11: 9th/12th Parent Workshop
September 12: Late Start 9am (see below)
September 15: Bouwer Cup Golf Tournament
September 18-22: Homecoming
September 29: No School
September 29-October 1: Spiritual Retreat

Picture Day

Middle School: September 5th
High School: September 6th
Pre K: September 7th - 8th
Elementary: September 19th - 20th

BCS picture day is coming up in the month of
September. 

Our pictures are taken through Southern
Exposures Photography. Below is a smaller version
of the form that will be sent home with your child.
You may fill out the form and add your payment
information and return it to school on the day
your child takes pictures. Please make sure your
child is in proper dress code attire.

You may purchase pictures from Southern
Exposures website as well at
https://www.ourpicturesrock.com/clients/.
Password is panthers.

If needed, picture retake day is October 12th. 

September 12
October 10 
November 7 
December 12 
February 13 
March 12
Start time on these Tuesdays is 9:00am for
Elementary School and 9:10am for Middle and
High School 
Elementary drop off beings at 8:40am, that is
when supervision begins 
Students will be admitted to class at 8:55am
(Elementary) and 9:00am (Middle & High)
Parents who need to drop students off before
8:40am please register for before school care.
Before school care for students in K-5 will be
offered from 7:40am – 8:40am for a fee. Email
mjones@bcspanthers.org or call 941-792-5454,
ext. 157 for more information.

BCS has invested into a program called Teaching for
Transformation (TfT). TfT provides a framework for
teachers to inspire their students to live out their
Christian beliefs in action and not be satisfied with
just "head-knowledge.” BCS is passionate about TfT.
This program is on going and we are committed to
enrich the hearts and minds of your children, our
teachers will be meeting one hour monthly to
incorporate TfT into our daily curriculum. 

Late start dates and details

https://www.ourpicturesrock.com/clients/


Events

Bouwer Cup Golf Tournament

The tournament will be a scramble format
with an 8:30 shotgun start. 
Entry fee is $135 per player and $120 for
alumni which includes greens fee, cart
fee, continental breakfast, lunch, and a
player gift. 
Learn more by going to our BCS website
at https://www.bcspanthers.org/get-
involved/golf-tournament 
Contact: BobbiJo Norris at
bnorris@bcspanthers.org (941) 792-5454
ext. 114.

Join us for the Bradenton Christian School
Bouwer Cup Golf Tournament Friday,
September 15, 2023 at IMG Academy Golf
and Country Club. 

39th BCS Family Festival & Auction

On Saturday, November 4, BCS will be hosting
the 2023 "Harvest Blessings" Festival &
Auction on campus. The community event is a
wonderful time of fellowship, food, and fun
while raising funds to help keep Christian
education accessible. 

The Festivities begin at 3pm with the Festival
and Silent Auction. The Live Auction will begin
at 6:45pm which is always a memorable time
filled with high energy and excitement!

If you have any questions or would like
additional information, please contact BobbiJo
Norris (bnorris@bcspanthers.org) at (941)
792-5454 ext. 114 or Heidi Sikkema
(hsikkema@bcspanthers.org) at (941) 792-
5454 ext. 160.

https://www.bcspanthers.org/get-involved/golf-tournament
mailto:bnorris@bcspanthers.org
mailto:bnorris@bcspanthers.org
mailto:hsikkema@bcspanthers.org


Sports
Sports in Season

Volleyball
Football
Cross Country
Golf
Swimming
Cheer

Congratulations to the Varsity Volleyball girls!
They secured a win in 3 vs Lemon Bay. Game
highlight shoutouts to Jillian Zoerman with 13
kills, Faith Allen with 11 kills, Kirsten Benigni with
13 digs, Addelyn VanDuinen with 15 assists and
Lexi Joyal with 22 assists. There are several home
games to attend to cheer on our Lady Panthers.

Varsity Volleyball First Home Game

Huge congrats to our BCS Varsity Football team
on their impressive 35-0 victory over Keswick
Christian!  A massive shoutout to our defense
who have kept both teams we have played under
100 yards and only 6 points scored! Plus, Colton
Dempsey ran for 117 yards against Keswick.
Congratulations Colton! Coach Nate shares, 
"I really am so proud of the way we are coming
together as a unit. The expectation is ‘Greatness’
and we are getting closer and closer to that."

Let's keep up the momentum! Go Team!

Varsity Football First Home Game

https://www.bcspanthers.org/athletics/teamsc
hedules

To stay up to date on BCS sports,
click the link below

https://www.bcspanthers.org/athletics/teamschedules


Sports

https://www.bcspanthers.org/athletics/tea
mschedules

To stay up to date on BCS sports,
click the link below

Home Game September 25 &
Homecoming
Homecoming is a time to gather as a community
and welcome home Alumni. On September 22nd,
BCS is hosting St. Stephens with kickoff at 7pm.
This district game will lead us right into
homecoming weekend.

Congratulations Swim Team
Great news from the recent competition. The BCS
Swim Team showed their skills with impressive
performances. In terms of overall results, BCS
defeated Southeast while facing a loss against St.
Stephens.

Our outstanding girls' team demonstrated their
strength by achieving victories against both St.
Stephens and Southeast. 
The boys' team secured a win against Southeast
but encountered a setback against St. Stephens.

The dedication and hard work of our athletes paid
off as we achieved an impressive total of 21
personal bests at this meet. 

Highlighting our exceptional individual
performances, we had 8 first-place finishes:

- Jack Freed: 1st in 200 Free & 100 Back
- Tegan Stermer: 1st in 200 IM & 100 Back
- Reagan Pye: 1st in 500 Free
- Jack Salle: 1st in 500 Free
- Malaika Muneio: 1st in 100 Breast
- Riggs Klika: 1st in 100 Breast

Additionally, our relay teams showcased their
teamwork and determination with 4 first-place
wins:

- Boys and Girls 200 Individual Medley Relay
- Boys 200 Freestyle Relay
- Girls 400 Freestyle Relay

Congratulations to all our swimmers for their
remarkable achievements! 
#BCSSwimMeet #TeamEffort

Swim continued...

WELCOME HOMEWELCOME HOMEWELCOME HOME

https://www.bcspanthers.org/athletics/teamschedules


Thank you Sponsors

This year, businesses have the opportunity to sponsor
the Panther Press. As many of you know, the Panther
Press is a monthly publication during the school year
that showcases our community and all the amazing
events, happenings, students and faculty. These
newsletters are sent electronically which means
timely delivery and accurate information. Additionally,
all publications will be uploaded to our website.
Imagine the exposure for your business throughout
the school year for a minimal cost of $200. 

For more information contact BobbiJo Norris at
bnorris@bcspanthers.org.

Market your business to the community through BCS!


