;gPlAIN LOGAL SCHOOLS

EARLY LITERAGY
IN PLAIN LOCAL SCHOOLS

Building Strong Readers

Early reading is crucial to overall academic success. In Plain Local,
we are committed to ensuring that every child exceeds grade-level
expectations for reading. Strong literacy skills open the door to
academic success K - 12 and beyond!

We begin in Kindergarten by teaching letter-sound knowledge,
then move to reading smaller words then more complex words,
and eventually whole texts. Students are exposed to rich language
through our Wit & Wisdom reading curriculum. They build reading,
writing, speaking, and listening skills from the very start.

What is Structured Literacy?

All Plain Local teachers are trained in Structured Literacy. Structured
Literacy is a way to teach students to read. It follows a specific order
to teach reading, from simple to more complex skills, based on how
we know people’s brains work. It is also very direct. Teachers focus
on the exact skills that students need to know to go from speech to
printed words.

Plain Locals love
for literacy is demonstrated in
the way every teacher considers
themselves a literacy teacher. A
top priority of teachers is ensuring

We use the Structured Literacy curricula “Fundations” and “Heggerty”. all students not Only learn to read’
It is hands-on learning. Listening, speaking, reading, and writing .
are often paired with one another to support a student’s learning. but also gT’OW a lovefor readzng,

Structured Literacy is based on hundreds of thousands of research
studies. This body of knowledge is called the Science of Reading.

The focus and support provided

_ by the districts curriculum team

Growing All Readers to provide quality professional
development to promote literacy
leaders within all staff, sets Plain

support At School Local apart. Our teachers and staff

are committed to literacy for all!

Maggie Hatcher, Plain Local
Schools Literacy Specialist
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