
 
Parks & Recreation Advisory Board  

Meeting Minutes  
September 18, 2023 

Elmwood Community Center, Room 24 
 
 Meeting called to order by Steve Kutscher, Chair at 5:33PM.  

1. Roll Call:  
In Attendance:  Jessica Goldstein, Anna Park, Narayan Paudel, Tanja Low, Steve Kutscher, Andres Lopez. 
Absent: Steve Garneau. 
Staff in Attendance: Marc Blanchard.  
 
2. Adoption of June 12, 2023 meeting minutes – passed unanimously. 
 
3. Old Business:  

● New Elmwood Community Center (Mayflower Property Update) 
○ Request for Qualifications for architectural services has been developed. 

 
● Capital Improvements Update 

○ Wolcott Park  
■ Restroom Building design is nearly complete, should be out to bid in October. 

Construction would be in the spring of 2024.  
■ Parking lot is in design and should be a fall 2024 project. 

 
○ Eisenhower Park Pool and Pool House – bids were received and an award is imminent.  

■ Building reconstruction is expected in winter/spring of 2024 in time to reopen for 
2024 pool season. 

■ Pool construction is anticipated to begin Fall 2024 and be completed by June 1, 
2025. 
 

○ WiFi is available in almost all major town parks. Thanks to our IT Department, the service, 
called We-Fi, is available in Beachland, Kennedy, Fern, Eisenhower and Westmoor, and 
will be added to Wolcott when the restroom building construction is completed. 

 
4. New Business  

● Feast on the Farm – September 29 
○ Feast on the Farm will be held Friday, September 29 from 6 – 9 PM at Westmoor Park. 

Tickets ($100/person) for the BYOB, four course dinner (catered by DORO Restaurant 
Group) are available through RecDesk. Proceeds benefit capital projects at this self-
funded environmental education facility. 
 

● Special Skate Night at VMSR with WH Teen Center 
○ Veterans Memorial Skating Rink will host a Skate Night on October 6 from 7 – 8:30 PM in 

recognition of Mental Illness Awareness Week. Held in conjunction with the CT branch of 
the National Alliance on Mental Illness and the West Hartford Prevention Partnership, the 
event will feature resource exhibitors who provide mental health, addiction and suicide 



awareness. Proceeds and donations support Friends of Feeney and the West Hartford 
Teen Center.    
 

● West Hartford Senior Centers –  
○ Due to a $1.4M budget cut at the Community Renewal Team, the CRT Lunch program 

was reduced from five days/week at two sites to five days/week meals, but split between 
Elmwood (M, W) and Federation Square (T, Th, Fri). Federation Square offers kosher 
meals. Senior Center and Social Services staff are exploring ways to address food 
insecurity for seniors affected by the CRT budget cuts. 

○ Town will consider the Senior Citizen Advisory Committee’s request to update the 
committee’s language in the Town Code.  
 

● Friends of West Hartford Parks Report - “Walk in the Park” – September 30 
○ Friends of West Hartford Parks will lead the First Annual Walk In The Park on a 3.5 mile 

loop of the Trout Brook Trail on September 30. Meet at the parking lot at Norfeldt Field 10 
AM. During the stroll along the trail from Norfeldt Field to the new stretch at Duffield Street 
and back, points of interest will be noted. Town Engineer Jim Brennan will be a featured 
guest. Friends of West Hartford Parks is a nonprofit organization promoting awareness 
and use of West Hartford parks. For more information, go to their FaceBook page. 
Participation is free, but registration is encouraged through Eventbrite.com. 

 
● Summer Rec Programs Recap 

○ Record summer from a programming, staffing, participant basis. CPR and med admin 
training being executed to further develop staff skills without adding cost to the programs. 
Continue to look at innovative ways to economize while having fun, innovative programs.  

○ Pools; daily admissions and revenue were up while fees remained static. Health Fitness 
(Cornerstone Management firm) managed the outdoor pools too. They manage the staff, 
train the staff etc., but are WH town employees. The partnership is working well; example 
- certification to hire process is much more seamless than in the past. Working on a plan 
to get broader access to swim lessons to improve meeting the mission to teach kids to 
swim.  

○ Town is continually looking to enhance offerings with special interests camps; band camp, 
singing camp. Also, experimenting with evening camps, which have been successful.    

○ Splash Pad Season was extended past Labor Day to provide relief during heat wave. 
They remain open – week to week, at least through Sept 18th. 
 

● Parks & Recreation Advisory Board Topics 
○ Board Positions - Vacancies - please refer interested candidates to Helen.  
○ November 20, 2023 at 5:30 PM; location Elmwood Community Center – suggest change 

to Monday, November 13? Agreed - November meeting set for 11/13/23.  
 

5. Public Comment 
●  None made.  

 
Meeting adjourned at 6:04pm.  
 
Next meeting – Monday, October 16, location Elmwood Community Center.  
Minutes submitted by Steve Kutscher. 


