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Hendrick Hudson Speech Team’s 2012-13 Advanced Rankings

 Hen Hud’s Speech Team Coach, Kathy Sponseller, couldn’t be more proud of her 
students’ performances. She remarked, “I wish all success to seniors Sanford Jones, 
Noah Ruff, and Rafiq Taylor as they graduate. Their accomplishments will be an 
inspiration for many years to the Speech Team members who will follow.”
 Congratulations to Mrs. Sponseller and the entire Hen Hud Speech Team for an 
outstanding year!

Sensational Season continued 

competition groups of five to eight, with at 
least one judge for each small group.  The 
judge completes a ballot for each student 
with written notes for improvement and 
ranks the performances of the students in 
the group.  For each subsequent preliminary 
round, students rotate into different 
smaller groups with different judges and 
perform again.  In larger 2-day tournaments, 
our speech team double-enters, which 
means a student will perform in one 
category event, ask to be excused to 
another round, cross campus and perform 
in a second category event. This is a 
continuous process until the 8 to 10 
preliminary rounds are finished.  Not only 
does this take tremendous physical energy 
and a love of performing, but also 
tremendous discipline, focus and talent. 

For OI, there’s the additional challenge of 
keeping track of whether one is going to 
perform one’s poetry piece or prose 
selection. And students are required to 
compete in formal attire!
 At the end of preliminaries, rankings 
are added to determine which students 
advance, or “break.” A student needs to 
rank in at least the top three in every 
round to advance, so breaking is difficult.  
Advanced rounds use panels of judges, 
adding to the difficulty of breaking. In 
local contests, there are six to nine 
judges. In college and regional contests, 
students typically experience sixteen 
judges ranking them.
 Students qualify to compete in State 
and National tournaments by advancing in 
prior tournaments during the season, or by 

placing in qualifying competitions. At 
States, not only did we have seven 
students qualify, but Sanford Jones and 
Noah Ruff double-qualified and double-
entered – and had double wins! Nationals 
elevates students to another level by its 
sheer number of “the best” who are 
competing and by the number of judges 
involved in rounds over a period of two 
days. Noah Ruff placed in the top 24 in 
the country in Dramatic Performance!  
Sanford Jones competed in four 
preliminary rounds and four advanced 
rounds with twenty-six judges ranking 
him, and won First Place nationwide in 
Dramatic Performance!

Yale Invitational, September 21-23
 1st Place Dramatic Interpretation – Noah Ruff
 Quarter Finalists: Sanford Jones – DI; 
 Noah Ruff – OI; Rafiq Taylor – HI
Regis High School New York Catholic
Forensics League (NYCFL) Kick-off, September 29
 1st Place Dramatic Performance – Sanford Jones
Bronx Prep & Bronx Science NYC Invitational, October 20-21
 1st Place Dramatic Interpretation – Noah Ruff
 3rd Place Dramatic Interpretation – Sanford Jones
 Semi-Finalist: Sanford Jones – OI
 Quarter Finalists: Noah Ruff – OI; Rafiq Taylor – DI
Princeton Classic, November 30-December 2
 1st Place Oral Interpretation – Noah Ruff
 5th Place Oral Interpretation – Sanford Jones
 2nd Place Dramatic Interpretation – Sanford Jones
 3rd Place Dramatic Interpretation – Noah Ruff
 5th Place Humorous Interpretation – Rafiq Taylor
 Semi-Finalist: Rafiq Taylor - DI
Chaminade Invitational, January 5
 1st Place Dramatic Performance – Noah Ruff
 5th Place Dramatic Performance – Sanford Jones
Regis High School Fr. Rippon Memorial, January 19
 1st Place Varsity Oral Interpretation – Sanford Jones
Columbia University HS Invitational, January 26-27
 1st Place Oral Interpretation – Noah Ruff
 5th Place Dramatic Interpretation – Sanford Jones
 Semi-Finalist: Lily Evans – DI
 Quarter Finalists: Sanford Jones – OI; Noah Ruff – DI
Convent of the Sacred Heart, February 2
 3rd Place Varsity Oral Interpretation – Sanford Jones
 Honorable Mention: Catherine Barra – Dec

UPenn Liberty Bell Classic, February 15-17
 1st Place Dramatic Performance – Sanford Jones
 3rd Place Dramatic Performance – Jacob Buckner
 3rd Place Oral Interpretation – Sanford Jones
 Semi-Finalists: Lily Evans & Jacob Buckner in Duo
Mid-Hudson Regional Qualifying Tournament,
March 2 (qualifier for States)
 Qualified: Lily Evans & Jacob Buckner – Duo; 
 Madeline Lee – J.V. OI; Adrianna Tiberi – Dec
NCFL Speech Grand Tournament, March 16 
(qualifier for Nationals*)
 1st Place Dramatic Performance – Noah Ruff
 3rd Place Dramatic Performance – Sanford Jones
 Semi-Finalists: Rafiq Taylor – Dramatic Performance; 
 Lily Evans & Jacob Buckner – Duo
(Only students who “final” are eligible for Nationals.)
NYSFL (New York State Forensics League) 2013
State Championship Tournament, April 13-14
 1st Place Dramatic Interpretation – Sanford Jones
 5th Place Dramatic Interpretation – Noah Ruff
 1st Place Varsity Oral Interpretation – Noah Ruff
 6th Place Varsity Oral Interpretation – Sanford Jones
 Semi-Finalists: Lily Evans & Jacob Buckner – Duo
 Quarter Finalist: Madeline Lee – J.V. OI
NCFL Grand Nationals, May 25-26* 
 1st Place, National Champion, Dramatic Performance – Sanford Jones
 Quarter Finalist (top 24): Noah Ruff – Dramatic Performance
*At Nationals, states are in competition with one another and are ranked according 
to total points earned. Our students were part of the New York State team which took 
first place overall with the highest number of total points earned!
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BACK TO SCHOOL

APPR Ratings: What are they, and will they affect my child?
Alice Gottlieb, EdD, Assistant Superintendent for 

Curriculum, Instruction and Professional Personnel
 The APPR, formally the 
Annual Professional Performance 
Review, is not new. Teachers and 
principals have received annual 
evaluations for as long as we’ve 
had schools. The stakes have 
become much higher this year, 
with new requirements from the 
state, both in how the evaluations 
are written and how results are
available to families.

 Teacher and principal ratings are based on student scores on 
state and local assessments, and on teacher/principal effective-
ness as measured using state-approved instruments such as the 
Danielson rubric (see table below). All of these scores are then 
combined to gain a “HEDI” rating out of 100 points; HEDI stands 
for “Highly Effective, Effective, Developing, and Ineffective.”
 How are the HEDI ratings compiled? Of the 100 possible 
points, 20 are based on either a state assessment or other test that 
measures student growth, 20 are based on a local measure of 
student achievement, and the final 60 are based on administrative 
observations. Specific examples follow:

 Because this is the first year for the new APPR in New York 
State, we are not completely sure what the scores will mean. What 
we do know, however, is that effectiveness is more than a number 
on a scale. When we receive the results from the state in late 
August, we will analyze them carefully. Obviously we’ll need to 
study each professional’s effectiveness score, but we’ll also need 
to study the efficacy of our measures. In other words, are our 
assessments measuring what they’re supposed to measure? This 
will certainly be a learning experience for all of us. The APPR plan 
is subject to an annual review process by New York State, so the 
district will have an opportunity to refine the plan based on the results.
 New York State law allows parents and legal guardians of a 
student to request the effectiveness scores and final ratings of 
teachers and principals to which the student is assigned for the 
current school year. Requests for this information have to be in 
writing, using a form that will be available on our district website.
 In a perfect world, all of our teachers would be highly effective, 
and our children would not even know that such a process exists. 
However, our current APPR environment is highly stressful for 
teachers, our students are taking more tests than they ever have, and 
the community will undoubtedly be talking about teachers, principals, 
and HEDI ratings. At this point, we need to see how the process 
works, learn as much as we can from the first year, and keep our eye 
on the target: ensuring the best possible education for our children.
 If you would like to read more about the APPR or about the 
Common Core, please visit these websites:   
 http://www.henhudschools.org/district.cfm?subpage=1344633 
 This is the link for the Hendrick Hudson School District’s 
 2012-2013 APPR plan.
 http://www.engageny.org/parent-and-family-resources 
 This link brings you to Parent and Family Resources on  
 Engage New York’s website.
Keep reading!

0-20 points—
Student Growth

0-20 points—
Local Assessment

0-60 — Other
Measures of Student

Achievement

Grade 2 Teacher AIMS Web Narrative
 Reading and writing, Math
 Math benchmark
Grade 5 Teacher NYS ELA  Narrative 
 and Math  writing, Math
 Assessments benchmark
MS Music  Written  Peer reviewed
Teacher assessment of performance
 content 
 knowledge
HS Global  NYS Regents Document Based
Studies Teacher Exam Question —
  writing benchmark

Principal
observations,
recorded on
Charlotte
Danielson’s
Framework for 
Teaching rubric

Examples of
student and
teacher work

A Message from Mary-Pat Briggi
President, Board of Education

 Well, we’re more than halfway through 
summer – almost to the point where both 
parents and students alike cannot wait for 
school to be back in session. Once again, 
the end of the school year was a success-
ful, positive time for our District, as our 
students looked back on what they’d 
accomplished and forward to the next 
step. It was a bittersweet time for me as I 

watched another son graduate from high school ready to start a 
future beyond Hen Hud, and away from home. I will miss him, 

but recognize that this is his time and I am so appreciative to all 
the teachers and staff that have made a difference and helped him 
arrive at this point. With the rest of his graduating class, they’re 
now looking ahead to significant changes and great opportunity. 
The same can be said for the incoming kindergarteners who will 
take their place in the Hen Hud educational system.  As one class goes 
out and another one enters, they’re all on the edge of their own 
version of greatness and excited about the future. Parents watch 
proudly – ready to help, protect and support them, no matter what 
end of the continuum and at each grade in between. The other 

A Message from Mary-Pat Briggi continued on page 16
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SPECIAL GRADUATION NEWSSPECIAL AWARDS SECTION

Parent Teacher Student 
Association Award to the 
Valedictorian
Kyle Monk
Parent Teacher Student 
Association Award to the 
Salutatorian
Fiona Ewing
Christopher Columbus Society 
Ladies Auxiliary Award
to the 3rd Ranking Senior
Amy White
Woman’s Club of 
Peekskill-Cortlandt Award
Cecilia Kaplan
Peekskill Rotary Club 
Outstanding Students
Scholarship – Kyle Monk
Fellowship – Fiona Ewing
Richard Albert 
Scholarship Award
Leslie O’Neill
Hendrick Hudson High School 
Faculty Award
Joshua Kraft

Buchanan Senior Citizens 
Scholarship Award
Bradley Barthelmes
Verplanck Residents’ 
Scholarship Award
Joseph Ritornato
Principal’s Award
Joshua Kraft
Stephanie Yeagley
Robert J. Hill Memorial 
Scholarship Award
Stacey Sternberg
Cheryl R. Lindenbaum 
Memorial Award
Julianna Miller
Stephen C. Keenan 
Memorial Award
Amber Gordineer
New York State Comptroller 
Thomas P. DiNapoli 
Achievement Award
Conor Briggi
Jamie Spock

Nita M. Lowey Congress of 
the United States Certificate 
of Special Congressional 
Recognition
Carolyn Smith
Yara Louise Heston 
Memorial Service Award
Audrey Block
Patriotic Service 
Community Award
Mark Grant
Diane Tangen 
Scholarship Award
Ian Barnas
Buckner Award for 
Understanding, Acceptance, 
and Compassion
Jacqueline Ward
Wienkoop Family 
Scholarship Award
Jasmine Redd
United States Marine Corps 
Scholastic Excellence Award
Kevin Kiley

HHCEF Scholarship Award
Darren Ferony
Meghan Mastroddi
Wise Senior Award
Sydney Murphy
Sally Schecter Debate 
and Speech Award
Sanford Jones
Noah Ruff
George W. Kiefer 
Scholarship Award
Megan Jahoda
Parent Teacher Student 
Association Graduation Award
Ian Barnas 
Amber Gordineer
Jonathan Margiotta 
Jasmine Redd
American Association of 
University Women 
Outstanding Student Award
Shannon Ho
Ed Carter Memorial Award
Julianna Miller
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SPECIAL GRADUATION NEWSSPECIAL AWARDS SECTION

Art/Music 
Department 
Awards
Douglas Mowbray Art Award
Susan Goetz
Parent Teacher Student 
Association Academic 
Excellence in Art Award
Maya Feero
Parent Teacher Student 
Association Dedication 
to Art Award
Sarah Appleyard
Parent Teacher Student 
Association Band Award
Benjamin Schwartz
Carolyn Smith
Semper Fidelis Award for 
Musical Excellence
Noah Ruff
Parent Teacher Student 
Association Orchestra Award
Fiona Ewing
Parent Teacher Student 
Association Choral Award
Sarah Ann Duffy
Rafiq Taylor
Performing Arts Award
Jennifer Morris
Noah Ruff
Ema S. K. Price Music Award
Martin Rubin-Weiss

Athletic
Department 
Awards
Rotary Club Senior 
Athlete Award
Kevin McDermott
Kennedy Sherman
Irwin J. Mayer Memorial 
Award – Scholarship and 
Athletics
Male Athlete – Kyle Monk
Female Athlete – Amy White
Irwin J. Mayer 
Participation Award
Male Athlete – Ben Schwartz
Female Athlete – 
      Lindsey Luposello

Vincent Verdeschi 
Memorial Award
Male Athlete – Matt Ledwin
Female Athlete – 
      Jayme Green
Hendrick Hudson Athletics 
Perseverance Award
Male Athlete – Ed Tandy
Female Athlete – 
       Angela Marriott
Hendrick Hudson Athletic 
Department Dedication Award
Male Athlete – Hunter Glashoff
Female Athlete – Megan Jahoda
Sailor Pride Award
Male Athlete – Dillon Persaud
Female Athlete – Megan Curtis
Hendrick Hudson 
Athletic Program Award
Male Athletes –
      Christopher Barra 
      Kyle Ferguson 
      Zachary Shapiro
Female Athletes – 
      Tara Boyle 
      Jessica Pelaccio
      Katie Trend
Athletic Department Award
Male Athletes - 
      Joe Fraietta 
      Sean Tandy
Female Athletes - 
      Stephanie Smith
      Bailey Stewart

Athletic Department 
Service Award
Male Athlete – Carson Cole
Female Athlete – 
      Jessica Sincero
Athletic Department 
Leadership Award
Male Athletes – 
      Brad Barthelmes 
      Brett Dalton
Female Athletes – 
      Manuela Casuriaga
      Julianna Miller
United States Marine Corps 
Distinguished Athlete Award
Male Athlete – Steven Pinski
Female Athlete – 
      Jamie Costello
Hendrick Hudson Heisman 
Scholar Award
Rebecca Kolesar
Varsity Club Award
Bradley Barthelmes 
Michael Quinoy
Benjamin Schwartz 
Amy White
MSG Varsity Student/Athlete 
Achievement Award
Mark Grant
Hendrick Hudson Hall Of 
Fame Scholarship
Conor Briggi
Kennedy Sherman

Scholar Athlete Awards
      Conor Briggi
      Megan Curtis
      Fiona Ewing
      Jayme Green
      Kevin Kiley
      Kyle Monk 
      Michael Quinoy
      Rebecca Schwartz
      Stephanie Smith
      Amy White

English
Department 
Awards
Parent Teacher Student 
Association Academic 
Excellence in English Award
Maia Silber
Parent Teacher Student 
Association Dedication to 
English Award
Fiona Ewing
Parent Teacher Student 
Association ELL Award
Sally Ma
American Association of 
University Women 
Excellence in Writing Award
Maia Silber

Mathematics
Department 
Awards
Parent Teacher Student 
Association Academic 
Excellence in Math Award
Kyle Monk
Parent Teacher Student 
Association Dedication to 
Math Award
Amy White
Math Honor Society 
Senior Award
Conor Briggi
Hendrick Hudson High School 
American Mathematics 
Competition Award
Eva Baransky
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Awards and Honors of the Class of 2013
SPECIAL AWARDS SECTION

Foreign 
Language 
Department 
Awards
Parent Teacher Student 
Association Academic 
Excellence in Spanish Award
Christopher Williams
Parent Teacher Student 
Association Dedication to 
Spanish Award
Kyle Monk
Parent Teacher Student 
Association Academic 
Excellence in French Award
Maia Silber
Parent Teacher Student 
Association Dedication to 
French Award
Cecilia Kaplan
Parent Teacher Student 
Association Academic 
Excellence in Italian Award
Rebecca Kolesar
Parent Teacher Student 
Association Dedication to 
Italian Award
Danielle Ciofalo
American Association of 
Teachers of Italian 
Excellence in Italian Award
Kevin Kiley

Social Studies 
Department 
Awards
Hendrick Hudson High 
School Historical Award
Shannon Ho
William Stern Post #70 
Jewish War Veterans of U.S.
Matthew Eichler
Parent Teacher Student 
Association Academic Excellence 
in Social Studies Award
Danielle Green
Parent Teacher Student 
Association Dedication to 
Social Studies Award
Conor Briggi

Thomas L. Fedele Dedication 
to Success Award
Cyndi Petrocine

Science 
Department 
Awards
Parent Teacher Student 
Association Academic 
Excellence in Science Award
Amy White
Parent Teacher Student 
Association Dedication to 
Science Award
Céline Garandeau

Tech Center 
Awards
CSEAUnit 9162 
Scholarship Award
Male – Fionn Quigley
Female – Gabrielle Rossi
Parent Teacher Student 
Association Tech Center Award
Fionn Quigley

Business 
Education
Awards
Parent Teacher Student 
Association Academic 
Excellence in 
Business/Computer Award
Stephanie Smith
Parent Teacher Student 
Association Dedication to 
Business Award
Todd Lee
FBLA Business Award
Bradley Barthelmes
George Penza Business Award
Hunter Glashoff

Academic 
Achievement
Awards
High Honor Roll 15 Times
Audrey Block, Conor Briggi,
Alyssa Cascone, Manuela 
Casuriaga, Megan Curtis,
Fiona Ewing, Céline 
GarandeauShannon Ho, 

Cecilia Kaplan, Kevin Kiley, 
Rebecca Kolesar, Kyle Monk, 
Michael Quinoy, Rebecca 
Schwartz, Maia Silber, 
Stephanie Smith, Amy White, 
Christopher Williams

Honor Roll 15 Times
Lance Altman, Tara Boyle, 
Nicole Campise, Stephanie 
Cope, Carlee Corkery, 
Danielle Green, Mackenzie 
Kear, Robert Kornfeld, 
Matthew Ledwin, Todd Lee, 
Lindsey Luposello, Leah 
Mancini, Maria Manzo, 
Julianna Miller, Sydney 
Murphy, Leslie O’Neill, 
Steven Pinski, 
Elena Scarmozzino, 
Kennedy Sherman, Jessica 
Sincero, Carolyn Smith, 
Jamie Spock, Sean Tandy, 
Eden Zilker
2013 President’s Education 
Award for Outstanding 
Academic Achievement
Christopher Bohuniek
Stephanie Yeagley

2013 President’s Award for 
Educational Excellence
Lance Altman, Eva Baransky, 
Audrey Block, Tara Boyle, 
Conor Briggi, Nicole  
Campise, Alyssa Cascone, 
Manuela Casuriaga, Carlee 
Corkery, Leandre Eberhard, 
Fiona Ewing, Céline 
Garandeau, Danielle Green, 
Shannon Ho, Cecilia 
Kaplan, Mackenzie Kear, 
Kevin Kiley, Rebecca 
Kolesar, Robert Kornfeld, 
Matthew Ledwin, Todd Lee, 
Alexis Mangual, Maria 
Manzo, Julianna Miller, 
Kyle Monk, Sydney 
Murphy, Leslie O'Neill, 
Steven Pinski, Albertina 
Qelaj, Michael Quinoy, 
Noah Ruff, Elena Scarmozzino, 
Rebecca Schwartz, Maia 
Silber, Carolyn Smith, 
Stephanie Smith, Jamie 
Spock, Stacey Sternberg, 
Alec Struver, Amy White, 
Christopher Williams,  
Eden Zilker

The College Board 2012/13 
National Hispanic 
Recognition Program Scholars
Alexis Mangual
Michael Quinoy
Finalists in the 2013 
Competition For National 
Merit Scholarship
Fiona Ewing
Maia Silber
Amy White
Commended Students National 
Merit Scholarship – 2013
Conor Briggi
Leander Eberhard
Matthew Ledwin
Kyle Monk
Hendrick Hudson 
Educational Secretaries 
Association Scholarship
Jacob Koch
Michael W. Lynch, Sr. 
Memorial Scholarship
Edward Tandy

Walter Peek Memorial 
Scholarship
Martin Rubin-Weiss

Buchanan-Verplanck 
Elementary School PTA 
Alumni Scholarship
Megan Jahoda
Amy Kendel

Frank G. Lindsey Pride 
Alumni Scholarship
Brett Dalton
Leslie O’Neill

Furnace Woods School PTA 
Alumni Scholarship
Tara Boyle
Stephanie Smith

BASF Awards for Science
Michael Quinoy
Stacey Sternberg

Hendrick Hudson Lion’s 
Club/Sarah F. Donovan 
Scholarship
Conor Briggi

Margaret McCorry 
Memorial Scholarship
Jamie Spock
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HHHS PTSA Fashion Show • March 15, 2013

English
Ellen Gruber
Jisun Reiner

Math
Gabriela Pogyo
Jaclyn Raguso

Science - 
Living Environment

Alyssa Bleakley
Danielle Guida
Social Studies

Max Borchardt

Wendy Yu
Spanish

Daniel Maloney
Jillian O’Reilly

Italian
Sofia Cuccia

Danielle Guida

French
Kirstin Loh

Integrated Algebra
Jillian O’Reilly

Julian Weissman
Geometry

Danielle Guida

Blue Mountain Middle School Eighth Grade Awards

Margaret Zupp Award 
6th Grade

Candace Crowley
Dennis Emmanuel

Fontana Award
Taylor Highbloom
Gary Mercer Award

Carole Sinacore
Perfect Attendance 

Three Years
Randi Blitzer
James Dong

Jazmin Emmitt
Nicholas Velez

Outstanding Service to 
Student Organization

Daniel Regueiro
Nicole Zilker

The Counselor’s Award
Georgia Mastroddi

Most Outstanding Athlete
Kathryn Kenny

Thomas Maloney
Most Outstanding 

P.E. Student
Jacob Anstett
Sophia Brown

Most Outstanding
Band Student
Ellen Gruber

Most Outstanding
Orchestra Student

Sebastian Nikischer
Most Outstanding 
MOVAPA Student

Shoshana Nuwesra

Lion‘s Club 
Kay Chalk Award

Kristen Bartolomeo
Kelsey Byrne

American Legion Award
Michael Crowley

Molly Lesnick
Cortlandt Volunteer 
Ambulance Corps 

Achievement Award
Grace Crisci

Lauren Mandelkow
Women Band 

Directors’ Association 
Middle School Award

Tiffany Cornely
Debbie Miller 

Spanish Award
Melanie Porras

PTA Award
Demetra Price

Nick Velez
American Association of 
University Women Math 

and Science Award
Melanie Porras

Jisun Reiner
New York State Comptroller 

Achievement Award
Michael Cudahy

Peter Maselli
BMMS 20th Century Learner 

and Library Award
James Dong

Fadeke Kalejaye
Collaborative 

Learner Award
Douglas Reyes

Excellence in Subject Area

Other Awards and Honors

Awards and Honors of the Class of 2013
SPECIAL GRADUATION NEWSSPECIAL AWARDS SECTION

Hendrick Hudson Education 
Association Scholarship
Megan Jahoda
Carolyn Smith

Jack Mcguire 
Memorial Scholarship
Sadie McMurrin

The Rev. Dr. G. Franklin Wiggins 
Memorial Scholarship
Kyle Ferguson

Buchanan Engine Company 
Annual Scholarship
Kennedy Sherman

Cortlandt Community Volunteer 
Ambulance Corps Annual 
Scholarship
Allison Kadin

Judith C. Armisto 
Scholarship
Sadie McMurrin



the

clean up
BIG

SAVE THE DATE!
HEN HUD’S FIRST-EVER

DISTRICT-WIDE
CLEAN-UP DAY
SEPTEMBER 21, 2013

9 am - 12 pm
Parent and student volunteers needed!

Contact Beth Gruber at 
beth.gruber@henhudschools.org

for more information or to volunteer.
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constant is the teachers, staff and administrators who will be there for these children, 
ready to teach and guide them in this journey. The start of the school year is a new 
opportunity for everyone to learn and grow – to continue mastering things you love 
and do well, and to improve and learn from past mistakes. It’s a chance to start fresh – 
to make the most of the opportunities available and to recommit to do our best. It is 
with this optimism and the combined efforts of committed students, parents and teachers 
that we are best poised to succeed.
 Another change that we will have this fall is a new Superintendent. Mr. Joseph 
Hochreiter officially joined Hen Hud on July 1st. The Board and the community 
search committee were impressed with his experience and command of curriculum, 
his ideas for continuing the strides we have made in the past several years, and his 
enthusiasm for and understanding of our district. He has spent time visiting our 
schools, meeting our staff and community, and establishing plans and goals. The 
Board looks forward to working with him to make the most of the opportunities that 
exist for our district and our students. Please join us in welcoming Mr. Hochreiter and 
wishing him well – because his success is our success. May everyone enjoy (the 
remainder of) a restful, healthy summer.

     Mary-Pat Briggi
     President, Board of Education

 

❖ Please be standing at the bus stop at
  least 5 minutes prior to the designated
  time, rain, snow or shine. When the 
 bus has to wait at the bus stop for a 
 student, e.g., sitting in a car, it creates 
 a “domino effect” on the rest of the 
 run(s) and our timely arrival to other 
 students’ stops and their school. 
 If the bus is at the bus stop at the 
 scheduled time and the student is not 
 ready to board, we will continue on 
 the run and you will be responsible 
 for your child’s transportation.  
❖ It is illegal to pass a school bus with 
 its red lights flashing whether you are 
 driving on the road or on school 
 property. Let’s work together to keep 
 the students safe as they load and 
 unload from the bus. 

A Back-to-School Note 
from Transportation

A Message from Mary-Pat Briggi continued on page 11
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Buchanan-Verplanck
Elementary School
160 Westchester Ave.
Buchanan, NY 10511
(914) 257-5400

District Office 
Building
61 Trolley Rd.
Montrose, NY 10548
(914) 257-5100

Contacting Us is Easy
Furnace Woods
Elementary School
239 Watch Hill Rd.
Cortlandt Manor, NY 10567
(914) 257-5600

Blue Mountain
Middle School
7 Furnace Woods Rd.
Cortlandt Manor, NY 10567
(914) 257-5700

Hendrick Hudson
High School
2166 Albany Post Rd.
Montrose, NY 10548
(914) 257-5800

Frank G. Lindsey
Elementary School
57 Trolley Rd.
Montrose, NY 10548
(914) 257-5500

Visit us on the web at www.henhudschools.org
for the latest news and information

Hendrick Hudson School District Administration

Hendrick Hudson Mission Statement

The mission of the Hendrick Hudson School District, a dynamic, innovative, and supportive 
educational community, is to ensure each student is an engaged,  passionate learner 

who achieves his or her maximum potential and contributes to society.

This is accomplished in a system characterized by: 

•  A culture of the highest expectations for all;

•  A rigorous, articulated curriculum;

•  Diverse, effective instructional strategies and resources;

•  An educational environment that is challenging, creative, exploratory, accessible, and nurturing; and

•  A fully engaged, supportive community.

Joseph Hochreiter
Superintendent of Schools

Dr. Alice Gottlieb
Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum, Instruction, 
and Professional Personnel

Enrique Catalan
Assistant Superintendent for Business

Kathleen Coughlin
Director of Pupil Personnel Services

Mathew Swerdloff
Director of Technology

Thomas Baker
Director of Athletics

Anthony Merlini
Director of School Facilities, Operations and Maintenance

Jim Christie
Interim Director of Transportation

Clare Carey
Director of Food Services

District Administrators

Board of Education
Mary-Pat Briggi, President       Barbara Pettersen, Vice President

Carol Popolow Abraham       Carson Jacobs       Laurie Ryan       Charles Thompson       Marion Walsh

www.facebook.com/henhudschools


