











0 (- 0 of the 71,000 drug overdose deaths that occurred in
Texas saw a r0u9h|y87 Yo 70% the U.S. in 2019 involved opioids.

increase in the number of annual
opioid overdose deaths since

2019, rising from 1,452 deaths in _
2019 to 2,628 in 2021.* Roughly illegally manufactured '
pills seized by the U.S. Drug Enforcement Agency
in 2021 contained lethal doses of fentanyl. &&”’
*DATA DOES NOT INCLUDE THE MONTH OF DECEMBER.

A CUreouT OF REACH

While the rate of opioid prescriptions in Harris County has slowed over time, opioid-related emergency
department visits rose through 2020. Opioid overdose deaths statewide nearly doubled during the pandemic
with experts citing a lack of access to care as a barrier.

OPIOID-RELATED EMERGENCIES RISE

Opioid-related emergency department visits in Harris County rose roughly 26% from 2016 to 2020.
Statewide, most opioid-related emergencies are among white individuals between the ages of 18-44.
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