
Inclusive practices for 
English Learners

Using the Can-Do Descriptors

Melody Becker- Director of ELL and Modern Languages



Objectives

• Use Skyward to identify ELs in your classroom, determine
their level and locate their ACCESS test scores.

• Interpret and apply the WIDA Can-Do descriptors and
Performance Descriptors.

• Understand the ACCESS test and performance descriptors.



Tweet your feedback!
•Today, we will use Twitter to give
feedback, post pictures and ask and
answer questions.
•You can elect a Twitter spokesperson for
the table

Use #ELLPD



Your ELs
How can I identify English learners in my class?



Jot down notes on the 
student profile

Think of a 
current of 
former English 
Learner

Activate Prior Knowledge



Think Pair Share

• Share with your partner

• 30 seconds for each partner

• Tweet a section of your student
profile



Think Pair Share AGAIN with sentence starters

• I wonder if ____________ is the
reason that ________________.

• It would be interesting if I knew
_________________________.

• I never thought about ________
before, I can see how knowing
this information could________.

• I see what you are saying about
________.  In my experience,
_____________.

• I use something like this in my
class.  [Describe it.]  It is helpful
because ___________.

• I connect to this profile because
_____________.



Reflect and Tweet
•With your partner, reflect

upon the linguistic 
complexity or quality 
of language that you 
produced in the second 
Think, Pair Share 
compared to the first 
time.

•What do you notice?

•Why do you think
that happened?

Metacognition

Set the Purpose



Using Skyward

•What information is

available on Skyward to 

help me know some key 

details about my EL 

students?

• Icon that indicates ELs

• Student Schedules

• Test Scores



Attendance Page

The green 2 on this 
page indicates that the 
student is currently EL 
at Morton



• The green 2 on this
page indicates that the
student is currently an
EL at Morton

• The green 2 can also be
found on the
attendance page and
the grade book page



Click on schedule





Now it’s your turn!

•Log on to Skyward

•Find the student from your profile

•Add more information to their student profile.



Think Pair Share

• How does this information help you understand your student better?

• How will you use this information in the future?

• Tweet about it!  #ELLPD



WIDA Can-Do Descriptors 
English Language Proficiency 







Activity- Sort

• Take out the blank WIDA Performance Descriptors sheet and the
envelope.

• Shuffle the loose strips from the envelope

• In teams of three, organize the descriptions in the correct order.

• Each member of the team take a combination of the small and large
paper strips.

• When you complete this activity, tweet it!
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What strategies did you use to 
figure this activity out?



Look at the Can 
Do Descriptors.

Think of an 
activity that you 
will do with your 
students in the 
next few weeks.

Think about your 
EL student



Is the activity on 
the chart?

Is it comparable 
to the student’s 
proficiency level?

What supports 
might the 
student need to 
be successful at 
this task? Tweet!



Fist to Five

•How familiar
are you with
the ACCESS
test?



How do we know the student’s proficiency 
level?
• The ACCESS test is an annual test that measures students’

Academic English Language proficiency in four domains:
• Listening

• Reading

• Writing

• Speaking





At Morton

• Staff has been trained to administer the test.
• Letters have gone home to inform students and families about the test.  A 

message on Skyward will be posted with a link to the practice.
• Mainstream and Special Education students will be invited to meeting to 

explain and demonstrate the online test.
• ELL teachers will practice the online test practice.
• Scores will be returned in Mid-May
• Students will receive a pass with their testing date, time and location. 

Please help get students to the test!
• Students who meet the exit criteria will earn a FREE out of uniform pass for 

finals week!



Reflect 

• Look at your student profile
again.

• What more can you add about
your student?

• How has this activity helped you
to understand English learners
better?




