
Phonics and Early 
Reading

Welcome!







Reading at Prestfelde

We want children to
 love reading!

Reading should be 
enjoyable

We want children to read 
for pleasure

Learning to read should be
 a positive experience

Reading underpins children’s access to the curriculum 
and clearly impacts on their achievement

We want them to show an 
excellent understanding of 

what they have read



Our three aims . . .

Our aims for our Prestfelde readers . . .

Children who 
love books and 

reading

Children who 
read with 
fluency, 

enjoyment and 
confidence

Children who are 
making excellent 

progress



In July 2023, the DfE updated the 2021 document 'The Reading 
Framework’ which is guidance for all schools teaching phonics and 

early reading

These recommendations are vital for ensuring that we stay up to date 
with current practice and giving our Prestfelde children the best 

opportunities for success in reading
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/at

tachment_data/file/1178136/The_Reading_Framework_2023.pdf

How has the teaching of reading 
changed?

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1178136/The_Reading_Framework_2023.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1178136/The_Reading_Framework_2023.pdf


The journey to independent reading and writing begins with phonics

littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk

New DFE Guidance for Early Reading and Phonics

Why Little Wandle?  

• Excellent training for all staff to ensure consistency
• Every aspect of phonics and reading included in a detailed, thorough and systematic 

approach
• Engaging resources without distracting from the learning
• Promotes excellent progress with firm foundations
• Excellent results in schools
• Aims for the highest level with additional support for those who need it
• Comprehensive system for identifying and supporting children requiring extra help 

and useful support for parents.  



Gradually, your child learns 
the entire alphabetic code



How we teach phonics

• Daily short sessions
• Specific order teaching
• Synthetic phonics
• Repeated practice













Once children have a secure knowledge of a number 
of GPC’s (Grapheme Phoneme Correspondences) and 
are confidently blending, they will be ready for reading 
books.

Little Wandle provides comprehensive, half-termly 
assessments. The books that your child is given, are 
based on the outcomes of this.

When do we start reading?



How we teach reading

Reading practice sessions are :

Timetabled three times a week

Taught by trained teacher or
teaching assistant

Taught in small groups

Books are :

matched to children’s 
secure phonic knowledge 
and word reading

read three times

sent home to celebrate and share successes!



Reading Practice Books are carefully matched so children can read
fluently and independently

Three Reads – each one begins with some quick sounds and words practice

1. Decoding

2. Prosody
      (intonation, expression)

3. Comprehension

When children take their book home to read they should be 95% fluent.
Please do not worry that a book is too easy, your child needs to develop
fluency and confidence in reading.  Re-reading a book they have had before
helps develop fluency, this is the goal.

Celebrate their success!



How does this look in each year group?

FS1 Nursery Foundation for phonics – story telling and promoting 
a love of reading, rhymes and stories, activities that develop focused 
listening and attention, including oral blending and attention to high-
quality language with children

FS2 Reception Daily phonics lesson, reading three times a week 
in a group/individually. Children bring home a decodable Little 
Wandle book and a book to share and enjoy

Year 1 Daily phonics lesson, reading three times a week in a 
group/individually. Children bring home a decodable Little Wandle 
book and a book to share and enjoy

Year 2 Daily phonics lessons tailored to the needs of the class and 
then run as individual Keep Up. Reading three times a week in a 
group/individually. Children bring home a decodable book and a 
book to share and enjoy



How does this work?

Children take their Reading Practice Book home after 
reading it three times in school

Celebrate, praise, talk about the book with your child.

Please make sure books are returned on a Monday so that 
they are ready for the next child



Big Cat Collins Reading books are carefully 
matched to children’s secure phonic 

knowledge



Children will also bring home a ‘sharing book’ from our wonderful ‘Little 
Friends Library’ each week

To become lifelong readers, it is essential that they read for pleasure

Children may not be able to read this book independently but these 
books offer a wealth of opportunities for talking about the pictures and 
enjoying the story or information text.

Enjoy the book together and 
foster a love of reading
“pair and share”

Sharing Book



How can you help?

Please look at the Little Wandle videos and guidance for parents

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/

Firefly Phonics pages

https://prestfelde.fireflycloud.net/little-prestfelde/phonics-and-reading-in-little-

prestfelde

Let your child ‘show off’ their reading to you and celebrate and praise all the 
way!

Share books with your children for pleasure

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/
https://prestfelde.fireflycloud.net/little-prestfelde/phonics-and-reading-in-little-prestfelde
https://prestfelde.fireflycloud.net/little-prestfelde/phonics-and-reading-in-little-prestfelde


What is success?

We need to move the focus away from feeling that success 

is completing the reading scheme or moving up a level. We 

want children to feel success every step of the way. The real 

success is children reading their reading book, whichever 

level that may be, fluently and confidently.



Our three aims . . .

Our aims for our Prestfelde readers . . .

Children who 
love books and 

reading

Children who 
read with 
fluency, 

enjoyment and 
confidence

Children who are 
making excellent 

progress
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