
Tuesday, May 16, 2023
Mayor’s Youth Council Meeting Agenda 6:00 PM Town Hall Room 217

 

1. Meeting Opening

A. Staff liaison Kari Karp called the Mayor’s Youth Council to order at
6:02PM. Present were Council members Reese Berigan, Daphne Brewer,
Tess Chapman, Kushal Gauli, Jack Gold, Tziyona Goldfischer, Sarah
Granquist, Evan Piccioli, Kris Rimal, Ailani Roach, Jeffry Rosborg, Priya
Shinde, Caitlin Striff-Cave, Moh Palanki, and Zaara Shahzad. Guests:
Carol Waxman, West Hartford Libraries Head of Children’s Department.

Absent: Oliver Hartmann, Kikoh Mordukai, and Priya Sinha.

2. Approval of Minutes

A. There are no minutes from the April 4th MYC meeting. A quorum was not
present and thus it was not an official meeting. Sarah created a notes document
outlining topics discussed at the unofficial meeting, which was shared with MYC
members.

3. School Reports

A. Conard - Kris shared that Conard held Miscast today, a production by
acting classes in which characters are cast in non-typical roles. Evan
shared that there was a Hall-Conard Track meet yesterday and that Hall
won. Ailani shared that Conard’s musical Frozen was nominated for many
awards, and the Tempest show happened recently. Daphne shared that
the Unified Theater show is happening soon, and Jeff shared that Conard
will be holding a blood drive on Friday.

B. Hall - Caitlin shared that Hall just had its junior prom, and is currently
preparing for senior prom. The senior outing is on Friday at Six Flags, next
week Hall has an art show, and the Hall Concert Jazz Band performed at
the Essentially Ellington Festival in New York recently. Next Tuesday is
awards night, and there is a Relay for Life event Saturday. The spring play



Small Mouth Sounds recently finished production, and the Answer Show is
holding auditions on June 9.

C. Kingswood Oxford - MYC members shared that tomorrow is field day, and
the seniors will be graduating next Friday. Everyone else has exams
starting May 28, and school ends on June 6. Additionally, the softball team
won their league, and senior prom is on Sunday.

D. New England Jewish Academy - Tziyona shared that 2 weeks ago, NEJA
seniors had senior prank night and senior skip day. A new head of school
was nominated last week, and NEJA recently held a gala for seniors and
community members. Additionally, last Friday was the last day of school
for the seniors. This week is spirit week, graduation is soon, and there is a
senior Florida trip next week.

4. Subcommittee Reports

A. Butterfly Project
i. Mrs. Karp shared that she recently received an email from the Butterfly
Project stating that MYC forgot to send payment, but this has been
resolved and the MYC funds were transferred to the Butterfly Project.
ii. The Butterfly Project is now working with the Options Employment
Services in Hartford, but is having trouble locating a kiln and asked MYC
for suggestions. Tziyona shared that NEJA used a local artist who has a
kiln to fire the butterflies and will share her contact information with Mrs.
Karp. Additionally, the West Hartford Art League may be able to help with
firing clay butterflies.

B. Environmental Video Contest
i. The Environmental Video Contest received an entry, and MYC will watch
the video later in the meeting.

C. Historical West Hartford Freedom Walking Tour
i. MYC members shared that the subcommittee held an in-person meeting
and walked through the tour a few weeks ago. The subcommittee will be
holding another in-person meeting Wednesday the 24th at 5pm.
ii. The first tour is scheduled to take place during the town’s Juneteenth
Celebration on June 17 in Blue Back Square.

D. West Hartford Immigrant Teens
i. Zaara shared that WHiT had to postpone its last Art & Chat, and the
event was rescheduled to next weekend.
i. On May 31, WHiT is hosting a College Panel Discussion and former
MYC member Grace Furia will be attending to discuss college with WHiT
members.



ii. WHiT is also starting a new project called Bilingual Storytimes, which
will take place Fridays in July at Faxon Library. Through this project, West
Hartford Community Members who speak an additional language will have
the opportunity to read a story in that language.
iii. WHiT has created a summer internship opportunity for immigrants in
West Hartford. The internship will teach about digital storytelling, and
1-minute videos will be posted on a website. There may also be a film
festival to view the videos.
iv. WHiT also recently made stickers and created a new logo.

5. Old Business

A. Member Bios
i. Daphne shared there are more member bios currently in the works, and
she can post these bios tomorrow.

B. Teen Banner Contest
i. Mrs. Waxman shared that there have been no submissions, so the
contest has been converted to an adult activity. The theme will be
“Capture the Spirit of West Hartford”.
ii. Adults in West Hartford can submit an 8x10 picture, which will be
converted to a large banner and placed on a light pole by Public Works.

C. 2022-2023 Year in Review - Successes and Suggestions
i. MYC Members shared reflections on the council’s past year and
suggestions for next year’s MYC.
ii. Zaara shared that she liked the idea of subcommittees being branched
to specific organizations. Kris disagreed and did not think this system was
helpful.
iii. Daphne shared that MYC meetings should have built-in working time
for subcommittees.
iv. Sarah shared that subcommittees could focus on a certain topic area,
and work with various outside organizations without being confined to any
specific one.
v. Caitlin shared that MYC should participate in more short-term,
whole-council projects such as the Kindness Project.
vi. MYC members agreed that there should be a more strict absence
policy in the future, designed to prevent excessive absences.
vii. The Council discussed changing the term limits and decided that for
the 2023-2024 school year, 3rd year-returning applicants will have to
reapply, while 2nd year-returning members have automatic acceptance.



viii. Additional ideas from MYC members included involving more West
Hartford teens in MYC, creating a TikTok account to better connect with
the community, hosting more fun events, creating fewer subcommittees in
the future, and changing the MYC schedule to include two meetings per
month.

6. New Business

A. Environmental Video Contest Voting
i. MYC members viewed the Environmental Video Contest submission.
ii. Zaara motioned for the winner of the Environmental Video Contest to
earn the $200 prize, Priya Shinde seconded.

Vote: For: 15, Against: 0
iii. This motion passes, and the winner of the Contest will receive the $200
prize.

7. Announcements

A. Announcements
i. MYC members that attend either Hall or Conard were encouraged to
take books from the supply on the table and give them to Mrs. Casey or
Mrs. Ahern in the library.
ii. Priya Shinde shared that the Hall-Conard select orchestras Camerata
and Solisti have a concert on Sunday at 3pm at St. James’s Episcopal
Church.
iii. MYC members shared that the leftover MYC funds could be used to
purchase MYC merch.

8. Adjournment

A. Adjourn
i. Motion to adjourn was made by Zaara, Caitlin seconded.
ii. The vote to adjourn the meeting was anonymous.
iii. The meeting was adjourned at 6:54 pm.

Next Meeting: Tuesday, September 19, 2023 Town Hall Room 217


