
Tuesday, September 20, 2023
Mayor’s Youth Council Meeting
6:00 PM Town Hall Room 217

 

1. Meeting Opening

A. Staff liaison Kari Karp called the Mayor’s Youth Council to order at
6:01PM. Present were Council members Daphne Brewer, Kushal Gauli,
Adam Gold, Francesca Giordano, Sarah Granquist, Oliver Hartman, Kikoh
Mordukai, Isabelle Mulready, Alexis Nguyen, Moh Palanki, Grace Piccioli,
Abby Sanderson, Rudra Singh, Caeli Sullivan, Liam Wright, and Catherine
Zehr. Guests: Carol Waxman, West Hartford Libraries Head of Children’s
Department.

Arrived Late: Priya Shinde, Ava Dellafera, Ailani Roach, Joseph
Landino, Charlotte Mullin
Absent: Evan Piccioli, Priya Sinha

2. New Business

A. Introductions
i. All MYC members shared their name, school, grade, and favorite book,
movie, or television show.

B. Meeting Structure
i. Mrs. Karp went over Robert’s Rules of Order and reviewed the different
motions.
ii. MYC members were given a guide document to Robert’s Rules of
Order.
iii. MYC meetings start with a call to order by the Chair. The Secretary or
Chair then takes attendance, and a quorum must be present to conduct
business. MYC will then review and approve the minutes from the last



meeting, and have the opportunity to make corrections, which the
Secretary will note. This is followed by school reports from a MYC
member representing each high school. The meeting moves onto
Subcommittee Reports, Old Business, New Business, and then
Announcements. Lastly, the meeting is adjourned by the Chair, and a
MYC will second and their name will be shown in the minutes.
iv. Three high schools–Hall, Conard, and Kingswood Oxford–are
represented in MYC this year, so there will be three school reports given
at MYC meetings.
v. The Announcements section of the meeting allows all MYC members a
chance to share any news, events, or topics that may or may not be
related to MYC. This may include events coming up at one’s high school
or in West Hartford in general.

C. 2022-2023 MYC Accomplishments
i. Mrs. Karp shared that MYC had 5 subcommittee projects last year,
consisting of the Butterfly Project, Environmental Video Contest, Kindness
Project, Freedom and Slavery Walking Tour of West Hartford, and West
Hartford Immigrant Teens.
ii. Daphne shared that the Butterfly Project made clay butterflies to
commemorate Holocaust victims. These butterflies were displayed at
Emanuel Synagogue on Holocaust Remembrance Day.
iii. Abby shared that she made a submission to the Environmental Video
Contest. Abby was the winner of the contest, and received a $200 gift card
as a prize. The contest asked participants to submit a video about the
harmful effects lawn care practices have on our environment.
iv. Ailani shared that the Freedom and Slavery Walking Tour of West
Hartford collaborated with the Witness Stones Project, which creates
stones to commemorate enslaved people who did not receive recognition
after their deaths. MYC members created a walking tour to continue this
recognition. The tour involved landmarks around West Hartford that
display the history of slavery in town. Subcommittee members interviewed
with NBC Connecticut in Color and spoke about the walking tour.
v. Tess and Ailani gave the first walking tour in June which was a success.
The walking tours are on hold for the moment, but may start up again at
some point.
vi. Kikoh shared that WHiT was created during the summer of 2020 as a
place for West Hartford teens to talk about their struggles as immigrants.
Last year, WHiT held many Art & Chat events to encourage bonding.



Some of the artists who lead these events were immigrants themselves.
WHiT also held many holiday parties last year.

D. 2023-2024 Subcommittees / Community Collaboration Proposals
i. MYC will have all new projects this year, aside from the Kindness
Project.
ii. Last year, MYC members provided feedback on subcommittees/impact
projects. The general consensus was that there should be fewer
subcommittees and more short-term projects.
iii. Mrs. Karp shared that MYC should try to collaborate with more local
government agencies, rather than only working with community
organizations.
iv. Liam shared that he is Hall’s Board of Education Representative and
can help connect MYC with this local government agency. Kushal shared
that former MYC member Kris is Conard’s representative, so he could be
another connection for MYC with the Board of Education.
v. Mrs. Karp and Mrs. Waxman shared the subcommittee/project ideas of
the Kindness project, which connects with the Library Board and Social
Services, and a Political Engagement Project, which connects with the
Town Manager, Registrar of Voters, and Town Clerk.
vi. The Political Engagement Project could include a “Pizza with the
Mayor” style event in which West Hartford students would be invited to eat
with Mayor Cantor and ask her questions about the town and her job. The
project could also include an initiative to register teen voters in West
Hartford, since 2024 is a presidential election year.
vii. Priya Shinde shared the idea of a Vision Zero subcommittee to provide
youth input on West Hartford’s ongoing Vision Zero project. This project
would connect with the Town Manager and Traffic Department.
viii. Ailani shared the idea of a Mental Health Initiative subcommittee,
which would connect with the Prevention Council.
ix. MYC members came up with project ideas that could be included in the
Mental Health Initiative. Catherine shared the idea of holding a panel with
mental health professionals. Alexis shared the idea of a project promoting
self-care, such as creating snack/gift bags for students during midterm or
final exams. Caeli shared the idea of a stay-off-your-phone challenge to
raise money for a mental health-related cause. Priya Shinde mentioned
that she and Sarah are the Co-Presidents of the Herren Project Club,
which promotes stress-relief and self-care. The initiative could involve the
Herren Project Club in some way. Abby shared that she volunteered with
Hartford Hospital over the summer, and could connect MYC with mental



health professionals there. Frankie and Oliver shared that they could
connect MYC with professionals from the Institute of Living.
x. Joseph shared the idea of a Peer Mentoring impact project, which
would connect with schools in town.
xi. Oliver shared the idea of an impact project addressing school start
times, which would connect with schools in town.
xii. Joseph shared the idea of an impact project addressing food insecurity
in West Hartford, which would connect with Social Services.
xiii. Sarah shared the idea of a Holiday Meal impact project, which would
connect with Social Services.
xiv. Kikoh shared the idea of a Holiday Toy Drive impact project, which
would connect with Social Services. West Hartford Social Services already
runs a holiday toy drive, but could likely use help from MYC members in
doing so.
xv. Daphne shared the idea of a Holiday Helper impact project.
xvi. Mrs. Waxman shared that MYC can still participate in the Kindness
Project without it being a subcommittee, and suggested that the Kindness
Project subcommittee be taken off the voting list.
xvii. Mrs. Karp shared that the Vision Zero project is far along at this point,
and suggested that the Vision Zero Project subcommittee be taken off the
voting list.
xviii. MYC members’ ideas were combined into five
subcommittees/projects consisting of a Political Engagement
subcommittee, a Mental Health Initiative, a Holiday Giving project, a
School Start Times project, and a Holiday Meal project.
xix. Mrs. Karp motions that MYC vote on the three impact projects that
MYC will focus on this year, Kikoh seconds.

Vote: Political Engagement: 19, Mental Health Initiative: 17, Holiday
Giving Project: 16, School Start Times: 1, Holiday Meal: 11

xx. The 2023-2024 MYC projects/subcommittees will be the (1) Political
Engagement Project, the (2) Mental Health Initiative, and the (3) Holiday
Giving Project.

3. Announcements

A. Butterfly Project Installation



i. Mrs. Waxman shared that the Butterfly Project’s clay butterflies will be
installed at the Noah Webster Library soon.

B. Meeting Date Schedule
i. Mrs. Karp shared that the MYC meeting dates for Fall 2023 are October
24, November 14, December 12, and January 16.
ii. At the November 14 meeting, MYC members will vote on the meeting
dates through the rest of the 2023-2024 MYC term.
iii. MYC members are encouraged to check their calendars for any
potential conflicts with future MYC meetings.

C. Elections
i. MYC will be holding elections for officer positions at the October
meeting.
ii. Mrs. Karp shared the roles and responsibilities of the Chair. The Chair is
the key leader of the youth board and the primary contact/spokesperson
for the council. They run and organize meetings using Robert’s Rules of
Order, and are in frequent communication with the adult advisor, Co-Chair,
and Secretary. The Chair encourages open communication and
contribution of all members at meetings, creates meeting agendas (with
assistance from adult advisor, Co-Chair, and Secretary), and posts
agendas 1 week in advance. Additionally, the Chair delegates
responsibilities to other officers or members, helps create a vision for the
future of MYC, seeks out and creates opportunities for the youth board,
and attends events outside of MYC meetings as needed.
iii. Mrs. Karp shared the roles and responsibilities of the Co-Chair. The
Co-Chair acts as a backup for the Chair. They assist the Chair in the case
that the Chair is unable to attend a meeting or other event, and usually are
interested in eventually taking over the position of Chair in a future year.
iv. Mrs. Karp shared the roles and responsibilities of the Secretary. The
Secretary takes minutes at meetings that should be available to members
within a few days, keeps documents organized on a platform such as
Google Drive / Google Classroom, may send emails to members at the
request of the Chair, and organizes paperwork (Google Drive / hard
copies) in a correct and timely manner.
v. Mrs. Karp shared the roles and responsibilities of a Subcommittee
Chair. A Subcommittee Chair schedules and facilitates subcommittee
meetings, keeps notes and reports back at MYC meetings during
subcommittee reports, sets the plan for impact projects, keeps
subcommittee members on track, making sure everyone is participating,
and communicates and stays in contact with community organization
representatives.



vi. Mrs. Karp shared the roles and responsibilities of the Social Media
Chair. The Social Media Chair creates and updates posts on the
@mycwesthartford Instagram page, promotes MYC programs and
initiatives on social media platforms, and takes and posts pictures and
videos of meetings, guests and events.
vii. Mrs. Karp shared the roles and responsibilities of the Outreach /
Recruitment Chair. The Outreach / Recruitment Chair publicizes the MYC
at school and in the community, plans awareness days, contests, and
other incentives to promote MYC and raise awareness, creates publicity
materials, and communicates with middle schools in order to encourage
rising 9th graders to apply.
viii. MYC will have at least one subcommittee chair for each of its three
subcommittees during the 2023-2024 term.
ix. MYC members interested in being an officer should come prepared to
the next meeting with a speech.
x. The October 24 election will consist of a call to order, explanation of
officer duties and responsibilities, nominee statements, a single ballot
vote, recess, ballot counting, reconvening, announcement of winners, and
a photo opportunity.
xi. MYC members may run for up to 2 officer positions.

4. Adjournment

a. Motion to adjourn was made by Mrs. Karp, Priya Shinde seconded.
b. The vote to adjourn the meeting was anonymous.
c. The meeting was adjourned at 6:59 pm.

Next Meeting: Tuesday, October 24, 2023 6-7PM Town Hall Room 217


