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August 9, 2023 
PUBLIC ACTION MEETING 

9:00 a.m. 
 

AGENDA 
 
PLEASE NOTE 
 
This meeting of the Mahwah Board of Education is open to members of the public to be physically present.  
Members of the public that attend will be asked to follow the same procedures as all other visitors to our schools.  
Those procedures can be found on the agenda page of our website.  Additionally, the Board meeting will be live 
streamed for viewing purposes only.  Anyone wishing to view the meeting, may do so via Zoom (https://zoom.us).  
The webinar ID for this meeting is 862-2435-2355 and the required password is 748670. 
 
1. Call to Order 
 
2. Roll Call 
 
3. President's Announcement: Adequate notice of agenda of this meeting has been provided to The Ridgewood 

News and The Record specifying that the Mahwah Board of Education will meet on August 9, 2023, in the 
Administrative Offices, 60 Ridge Road, Mahwah, New Jersey. A copy was filed with the Township Clerk. 

 
4. Salute to the Flag 
 
5. Motion to Recess to Executive Session under Chapter 231, P.L. (Sunshine Law), which authorizes a public 

body to discuss personnel, negotiations and legal matters. 
 

Personnel Matters 
Confidential Student Matters 
Legal Update 
 

MOVED____________________SECONDED____________________VOTE_____________________ 
 

6. Motion to Reconvene to Public Action Meeting to take action on matters discussed in Executive Session 
 

MOVED____________________SECONDED____________________VOTE______________________ 
 
7. Agenda Questions 
 

Please limit your questions, at this time, to resolutions under New Business on this agenda. As a matter of 
fairness, you are asked to limit your questions to no more than one, and your remarks to no longer than three 
minutes. If you are here representing a group, please identify yourself, the group and your position in the 
group. If you are here as an individual, please give us your name and address. This section of public 
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participation will be limited to fifteen minutes.  Please specify the resolution you are referring to in your 
question. 

 
8. Motion to open meeting to the public 

 
MOVED____________________SECONDED____________________VOTE______________________ 
 

9. Motion to close meeting to the public 
 
MOVED____________________SECONDED____________________VOTE______________________ 
 

10. Superintendent’s Report – Dr. Michael DeTuro  
 

11. Business Administrator/Board Secretary’s Report – Mr. Kyle J. Bleeker 
 
12. Assistant Superintendent’s Report – Dr. Dennis M. Fare 

 
13. President’s Report 
 
14. Board Member Remarks/Additional Comments on Reports or Other Non-Agenda Items 
 
15. New Business – Personnel  
 

a. Appointment  
 

RESOLVED:  that, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, the Mahwah Board 
of Education approves the appointment of April Jenkins, as an instructional paraprofessional, 5.5 hours 
per day, at Joyce Kilmer School, effective September 1, 2023 – June 30, 2024; salary to be step 1, 
$20,460; pending fingerprinting and employment verification. 
 
MOVED____________________SECONDED____________________VOTE________________ 

 
b. Appointment  

 
RESOLVED:  that, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, the Mahwah Board 
of Education approves the appointment of Juliana Peterson, as an instructional paraprofessional, 5.5 
hours per day, at Ramapo Ridge Middle School, effective September 1, 2023 – June 30, 2024; salary 
to be step 1, $20,460; pending employment verification. 
 
MOVED____________________SECONDED____________________VOTE________________ 

 
c. Appointment 
 

RESOLVED:  that, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, the Mahwah Board 
of Education approves the appointment of Isabelle Scordo, as teacher of grade 1, at George 
Washington School, from September 1, 2023 – June 30, 2024; salary to be Column D, Step 5, $63,387; 
pending employment verification. 

 
MOVED____________________SECONDED____________________VOTE________________ 

 
d. Revised - Appointment  
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RESOLVED:  that, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, the Mahwah Board 
of Education approves the revised appointment of Kelly De Bello, as teacher/coordinator of gifted and 
talented, at Ramapo Ridge Middle School, from September 1, 2023 – June 30, 2024; salary to be 
Column E, Step 10, $74,072; pending employment verification. 

 
MOVED____________________SECONDED____________________VOTE________________ 
 

e. Revised - Appointment  
 

RESOLVED:  that, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, the Mahwah Board 
of Education approves the revised appointment of Catherine Scudiere, as teacher of English language 
arts, at Ramapo Ridge Middle School, from September 1, 2023 – June 30, 2024; salary to be Column 
D, Step 10, $72,457; pending certification and employment verification. 

 
MOVED____________________SECONDED____________________VOTE________________ 
 

f. Revised - Appointment  
 

RESOLVED:  that, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, the Mahwah Board 
of Education approves the revised appointment of Catriona Furlong, as teacher of special education, 
at Joyce Kilmer School, from September 1, 2023 – June 30, 2024; salary to be Column D, Step 5, 
$63,387; pending employment verification. 

 
MOVED____________________SECONDED____________________VOTE________________ 

 
g. Revised - Appointment - Leave Replacement  
 

RESOLVED: that, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, the Mahwah Board of 
Education approves the revised appointment of Kaetlyn Scarpa, as leave replacement for Employee 
#4142, pursuant to New Jersey Statute 18A:16-1.1, from September 1, 2023 – June 30, 2024; salary 
to be Column D, Step 3, $61,187; pending employment verification. 

 
MOVED____________________SECONDED____________________VOTE________________ 
 

h. Change in Assignment 
 

RESOLVED:  that, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, the Mahwah Board 
of Education approves the change in assignment for Denise Varricchio, from remedial math specialist, 
at Lenape Meadows School, to remedial math specialist, at Lenape Meadows School and Joyce Kilmer 
School; effective September 1, 2023 – June 30, 2024; to satisfy programmatic and student need. 
 
MOVED____________________SECONDED____________________VOTE________________ 
 

i. Revised - Change in Assignment: 2023-2024 School Year 
 

RESOLVED:  that, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, the Mahwah Board 
of Education approves the revised change in assignment for Jennifer Blackford, from non-certificated 
school nurse, to certificated school nurse, at Betsy Ross School, effective September 1, 2023 – June 
30, 2024; salary to be Column D, Step 9, $70,287. 
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MOVED____________________SECONDED____________________VOTE________________ 
 

j. Appointment – Mahwah Extended School Year/Self-Contained Summer Program Support Position 
 

RESOLVED:  that, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, the Mahwah Board 
of Education approves the following staff member, retroactively, for assistance with all clerical and 
logistical items related to the Mahwah Extended School Year/Self-Contained Summer Program, at the 
delineated rate: 
 

Name Position Stipend 
Ann O’Connell Administrative Support $1,233 

 
MOVED____________________SECONDED____________________VOTE________________ 

 
k. Appointment – Mahwah Summer Program Support Position 

  
RESOLVED:  that, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, the Mahwah Board 
of Education approves the following staff member, retroactively, for assistance with all clerical and 
logistical items related to all 2023 summer programs, at the delineated rate: 
 

Name Position Stipend 
Concetta Lee Administrative Support $1,233 

 
MOVED____________________SECONDED____________________VOTE________________ 

 
l. Appointment – Leave Replacement  
 

RESOLVED: that, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, the Mahwah Board of 
Education approves the appointment of Sarah Costigliola, as leave replacement for Employee #4487, 
pursuant to New Jersey Statute 18A:16-1.1, from September 1, 2023 – December 8, 2023; salary to 
be Column D, Step 7, $66,262; pending certification and employment verification. 

 
MOVED____________________SECONDED____________________VOTE________________ 

 
m. Appointment – Leave Replacement  
 

RESOLVED: that, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, the Mahwah Board of 
Education approves the appointment of Sarah Costigliola, as leave replacement for Employee #4875, 
pursuant to New Jersey Statute 18A:16-1.1, from December 11, 2023 – June 21, 2024; salary to be 
Column D, Step 7, $66,262; pending certification and employment verification. 

 
MOVED____________________SECONDED____________________VOTE________________ 

 
n. Appointment – Leave Replacement  
 

RESOLVED: that, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, the Mahwah Board of 
Education approves the appointment of Cathryn Traphagen, as leave replacement for Employee 
#4737, pursuant to New Jersey Statute 18A:16-1.1, from September 1, 2023 – June 21, 2024; salary 
to be Column D, Step 10, $72,457; pending certification and employment verification. 
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MOVED____________________SECONDED____________________VOTE________________ 
 

 
 

o. Revision – MEA contract 
  

RESOLVED:  that, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, the Mahwah Board 
of Education revises Article 35 and Schedule I of the MEA contract for the period July 1, 2023 through 
June 30, 2027 to address negotiated items that were omitted from the signed contract. 
 
MOVED____________________SECONDED____________________VOTE________________ 

 
p. Summer Clerical 

 
RESOLVED:  that, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, the Mahwah Board 
of Education approves Lisa LaMontagne, to assist the CST department with clerical and logistical 
responsibilities, from July 31, 2023, to August 7, 2023; to paid her hourly rate via a voucher for hours 
worked. 
 
MOVED                                       SECONDED                                     VOTE                                
 

q. Summer Hours 
 

RESOLVED:  that, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, the Mahwah Board 
of Education approves Robert Kalman, to work five days during the 2023 summer, as per his 
contractual agreement at supervisor Summer daily rate of $350. 

 
 

MOVED     SECONDED     VOTE     
 

r. Appointment - Extra Service Positions  
 

RESOLVED: that, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, the Mahwah Board of 
Education approves the extra service positions for the 2023-2024 school year at the negotiated stipend 
rate, as shown on Schedules H & L of the MEA contract. 
 
Lenape Meadows School 

 
First Name Last Name Position 

Julie  Contey Arrival 
Darrele Dunbar Dismissal 

Christina Korcak Dismissal 
Jennifer  Koby Dismissal 

  
  

Ramapo Ridge Middle School 
 

Name 
 

Dates Position 

Donna Conrad  Team Leader – 6th Grade 
Lauren Erickson  Team Leader – 6th Grade 
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Name 
 

Dates Position 

Lauren Saviet   Team Leader – 7th Grade 
Dianna Burkel  Team Leader – 7th Grade 
George Kayal  Team Leader – 8th Grade 

Danielle Drejman  Team Leader – 8th Grade 
Brian Girardi  Team Leader – Encore 

Marykate Coakley   Student Council 
Leslie Heffernan  Bus Duty AM 
Michael Dlugo 9/6/23 – 9/17/2023, 

11/13/23 – 
6/20/2024 

Bus Duty AM 

Connor O’Brien 9/18/23 – 11/12/23 Bus Duty AM 
Andrea Simini  Bus Duty AM 

Julia Greenwald   Bus Duty PM 
Edwin Scherer  Bus Duty PM 

Connor O’Brien  9/6/23 – 11/8/23,  
2/12/24-6/20/24 

Bus Duty PM 

Danielle Dworak 11/9/23 – 2/11/24 Bus Duty PM 
Maria Pico  Bus Duty PM 

Brian Kreuder  Bus Duty PM 
Erin Baker  Lunch Duty 

Andrea Simini 9/6/23 – 11/22/23 Lunch Duty 
Brendan Cronk 11/23/23 – 6/20/24 Lunch Duty 
Joanne Pintado  Lunch Duty 
Zoe Delohery  Lunch Duty 
George Kayal  Lunch Duty 

Danielle Dworak  Lunch Duty 
Edwin Scherer  Lunch Duty 
John Snowdon  Lunch Duty 
Dianna Burkel  Lunch Duty 

Marykate Coakley   Lunch Duty 
Cassidy Sarka   Lunch Duty 
Peter Gangemi  Lunch Duty  
Linda Walter  National Junior Honor Society 
Julie Henehan  Spanish Honor Society 
Andreia Ribau   French Honor Society 
Linda Walter  Director of School Play 
Erin Baker  Set Design  

Julianne Boyle  Director of Choral Activities  
Miranda Inglese   Pride Band 

Joseph Lombardo  Spirit Band 
Joseph Lombardo  Jazz Ensemble 

John Snowdon  9/6/23 – 10/31/23 Fitness Club 
Zoe Delohery 11/1/23 – 6/20/24 Fitness Club  
George Kayal  Community Service Club 

Rebecca Savino  Journalism Club 
Joanne Pintado   Math Counts 
Lauren Saviet  National History Day 
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Name 
 

Dates Position 

Michele Madio  Homework Club 
Andrea Simini   Homework Club 
Beth Ruggiero  Yearbook Advisor  
Alison Malone  FORR (Friends of Ramapo 

Ridge) Club  
Fang Bian   Chinese Club * 

Wendy Campbell  Director of String Orchestra# 
  *Pending BoE Approval of stipend position 
  #District wide 

 
MOVED____________________SECONDED____________________VOTE_______________ 

 
s. Addition – Co-Curricular Activity 

 
RESOLVED:  that, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, the Mahwah Board 
of Education approves the addition of the Ramapo Ridge Chinese Club to Schedule H – Group V of 
the MEA Contract Agreement. 

 
MOVED____________________SECONDED____________________VOTE________________ 

 
t. Appointment – Assistant Girls Soccer Coach 

 
RESOLVED:  that, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, the Mahwah Board 
of Education approves the appointment of Kaitlyn Jones, to the position of assistant girls soccer coach 
for the 2023 season; stipend to be $7,361. 

 
MOVED     SECONDED     VOTE     
 

u. Creation of Position – Grade 1 
 

RESOLVED:  that, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, the Mahwah Board 
of Education approves the creation of the position of teacher of grade 1, at George Washington School, 
which will satisfy student enrollment needs, for the 2023-2024 school year. 
 
MOVED____________________SECONDED____________________VOTE________________ 
 

v. New Hire Orientation – Teacher Discussion Panel 
 

RESOLVED:  that, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, the Mahwah Board 
of Education approves the following hours for the following teacher-participants in our New Hire 
Orientation Teacher Discussion Panel retroactive to August 4, 2023; with great appreciation for 
sharing their insights with our new employees, to be paid at the Parent Academy rate: 

 
Staff Member Building Hours 

Kathleen Altomare Joyce Kilmer School 1.0 hour 
Courtney Gross Joyce Kilmer School 1.0 hour 

Megan Schaffner Mahwah High School 1.0 hour 
 
MOVED____________________SECONDED____________________VOTE________________ 
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w. Appointment – Band Volunteers 

 
RESOLVED:  that, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, the Mahwah Board 
of Education approves the following individuals, as volunteers, to assist at games and competitions 
for the 2023 – 2024 school year: 

 
First Name Last Name 

Jackie  Baker 
Tammy Marcus 
Jonathan  Marcus 
Stephen  Baker 

Sue  Genardi 
John  Genardi 
Justin Genardi 
Nick  Genardi 

Minnie  Daniels 
Lainie Hirsch 
Chris  Buckley 
Tina Ryan 
John Ryan 

Shana Brown 
Amy  Lalonde 

Brooke Gaslow 
 
MOVED____________________SECONDED____________________VOTE_______________ 
 

x. Fieldwork/Practicum Observations 
 

RESOLVED:  that, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, the Mahwah Board 
of Education approves the following fieldwork/practicum observations for the 2023 summer semester, 
for the following student, attending the following colleges/universities: 

 
Student Name College/University Supervising Staff 

Member 
Nathaniel Gonzo Bergen County Community 

College 
Melissa Pook (Director of 

Kindergarten Kickstart 
Program) 

 
MOVED____________________SECONDED____________________VOTE________________ 

 
16. Public Questions or Comment 

 
Public participation at Board meetings is in accordance with Bylaw 0167.  
 
At this time, members of the public may ask questions or make a comment on educational issues or school 
matters of community interest.  As a matter of fairness, you are asked to limit your questions to no more than 
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one, and your remarks to no longer than three minutes. If you are here representing a group, please identify 
yourself, the group and your position in the group. If you are here as an individual, please give us your name 
and address.   
 
Note: This section of public participation will be limited to fifteen minutes.   
 

17. Motion to open meeting to the public 
 
MOVED____________________SECONDED____________________VOTE______________________ 
 

18. Motion to close meeting to the public 
 
MOVED____________________SECONDED____________________VOTE______________________ 

 
19. Motion to Recess to Executive Session under Chapter 231, P.L. (Sunshine Law), which authorizes a public 

body to discuss personnel, negotiations and legal matters. 
 

Personnel matters 
Confidential Student Matters 
Legal Update 
 

MOVED____________________SECONDED____________________VOTE_____________________ 
 

20. Motion to Reconvene to Public Action Meeting to take action on matters discussed in Executive Session 
 

MOVED____________________SECONDED____________________VOTE______________________ 
 

21. Motion to Adjourn 
 

MOVED____________________SECONDED____________________VOTE______________________ 
 

Upcoming Events 
 

8/30 Mahwah Board of Education 7:00 p.m. 
9/1 (Staff Only) Opening Day for Staff/School Meetings 
9/4 Labor Day (Schools Closed) 
9/5 (Staff Only) 
9/6 Schools Open  
9/13 Mahwah Board of Education 7:00 p.m. 
9/25 Yom Kippur – Schools Closed 
9/27 Mahwah Board of Education 7:00 p.m. 
10/9 Staff Development Day – Schools Closed for Students 
10/18 Mahwah Board of Education 7:00 p.m. 
11/6-11/8 Parent/Teacher Conferences PreK-5 (Single Session PreK-5 only) 
11/9-11/10 NJEA Convention – Schools Closed 
11/15 Mahwah Board of Education 7:00 p.m. 
11/22 Single Session 
11/23-11/24 Thanksgiving Recess – Schools Closed 
12/6 Mahwah Board of Education 7:00 p.m. 
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12/20 Mahwah Board of Education 7:00 p.m. 
12/22 Single Session 
12/25-12/29 Holiday Recess – Schools Closed 
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