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@LIRBERN
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http://www.nystesol.org/2019-membership-drive.html

http://www.nystesol.org/2019-membership-drive.html
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What are Advanced Literacies? 
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Indicators in Instruction: 
What do Advanced Literacies Look Like? 



Oral Language - Sentence Stem Completion
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Directions: 

● Complete the sentence stem below 

● Form two lines facing each other for a Conga-sation

● Take turns sharing your completed sentence (order: partner 1, partner 2)

● At signal, line 1 shifts to the right, line 2 remains

● With your new partner, paraphrase the response your first partner shared 
(order: partner 2, partner 1)

One strategy that supports ELLs’ participation in class 
discussions is __________ .
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https://www.tes.com/teaching-resource/kagan-structure-line-up-7530755 
 Find Other Kagan Cooperative Learning Info Here: 

https://sirblois.files.wordpress.com/2016/09/cooperative-learning-activities.pdf 

Find Line-Up Here:

https://www.tes.com/teaching-resource/kagan-structure-line-up-7530755
https://sirblois.files.wordpress.com/2016/09/cooperative-learning-activities.pdf
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Let’s try this…QSSSA: 
Question, Signal, Stem, Share, Assess

                                                  Scaffolded student conversation
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Q: Teacher asks a question
S: students use pre-established signal when they have  a response (raised 
hand, pen down, thumbs up, etc.)
S: sentence stems are provided (“I agree/disagree because__.”)
S: students share responses with partner/class
A: teacher assesses students (rotating through groups, calling on students) 

(Seidlitz & Perryman, 2011) 
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• Despite proven benefits of academic 
conversations, many ELLs are still provided 
insufficient opportunities to engage in these types 
of oral language activities…

• ELs engage in school talk only 4% of day & only 
2% discussing lesson content

Q: What percent of the school day do you think 
ELLs engage in speaking?

S: (Signal)  “Thumbs Up” when you have your answer

S: (Stem) I think that ELLs engage in speaking _____% of the school day.
(It sounds like this….) 

A: (Assess) Can someone wearing blue share with the class?  

S: (Share) Tell the person to your right your response
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David Sousa
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https://create.piktochart.com/output/7173769-
academic-conversations 

“Conversations show us 
students’ communication 
behaviors, higher-order 
thinking skills, academic 
language proficiency, and 
content understandings… 

They often provide a better 
window into students’ thinking 
than written work or tests.” 

(Zwiers & Crawford, 2011, p. 185)

https://create.piktochart.com/output/7173769-academic-conversations
https://create.piktochart.com/output/7173769-academic-conversations
https://create.piktochart.com/output/7173769-academic-conversations
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Content Teacher ESOL Teacher Both

*Develop academic conversation 
activity and prompt to support 
student understanding of content

*Be explicit with students about 
why they are practicing oral 
language skills and what 
academic conversations include

*Develop checklists and other 
assessments to monitor student 
progress (including 
self-assessments for students)

*Determine supports needed for 
ELLs to effectively participate in 
an oral language task

*Share cultural differences that 
may impact ELLs’ participation

*Develop scaffolds to support 
ELLs’ understanding of content 
and participation in activity (e.g., 
background knowledge 
instruction and sentence stems)

*Work with small groups of ELLs 
to provide targeted language 
instruction

*Model appropriate and 
inappropriate behaviors for 
discussions

*Teach minilessons on skills used 
during discussions (e.g., 
agreeing, disagreeing, and 
adding on)

*Model language for encouraging 
deeper thinking on a topic (e.g., 
Can you say more about that?)

*Monitor student participation and 
language development

Potential Roles for Teaching Academic 
Conversations in a Collaborative Setting

Adapted from: Staehr Fenner, D., & Snyder, S. (2017). Unlocking English learners’ potential: Strategies for making content accessible. Thousand 
Oaks, CA: Corwin. p. 108.



Cordeiro – LIESOL 2.8.2020 17



Cordeiro – LIESOL 2.8.2020 18



19

Four Practices for Fostering ELLs’ Oral Language Development
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Practice Step 3: 
Barrier Activity: Speaking and Listening

Directions:  
● First, find your partner by matching Puzzling Words & 

definitions
● Find a place to sit with your partner back-to-back (you will 

need a pen/pencil)

*Puzzle pieces are self corrective (interlocking, color-coded, 
numbered) 
Cordeiro – LIESOL 2.8.2020
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Handout: Puzzling Words
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Once you find your partner:
● Choose who will be the director & who will be the 

illustrator
● Only the director may see the provided picture
● Sitting back-to-back, the director gives verbal 

directions (no hand gestures) to guide illustrator in 
recreating this picture  

● The illustrator may ask questions for clarification

Handout: pictures/blank paper
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How did you do? 

• What challenges did you 
encounter as speaker?

• As listener? 
• What prior knowledge 

did you need?
• What language did you 

need to successfully 
complete this activity?

• How can a barrier 
activity be adapted in 
your context?
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Step 4 : Making Connections 
Example: Sentence Stems
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Adapted from: Staeh Fenner, D., & Snyder, S. (2017). Unlocking English learners’ potential: Strategies for making content accessible. Thousand 
Oaks, CA: Corwin. p. 100.

Talk Move Sentence Stem

Restating So you are saying…
Put another way, you are saying…

Agreeing I agree with (Yuri) because…
(Emma’s) point about…..was important because…..

Disagreeing I disagree because…
I see it differently because….

Asking a clarifying question Could you give an example of….?
I’m confused when you say…
Could you explain more?

Adding to an idea/making a connection I’d like to add to (Rosa’s) point. I think that…
When (Albert) said…, it reminded me of…
I see a connection between what (Laura) said and 
what (Karolina) said. The connection is….
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Keep Language 
Visible and 
Accessible



Scaffolded Interaction:

Retelling Chains with 
Transition Words: 
First, Next, Then, 
Finally
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Socratic Seminar
• highly social nature of learning (John Dewey, Lev Vygotsky, Jean Piaget, and Paulo 

Friere)
• formal discussion based on a text, in which the leader asks open-ended questions  
• students listen closely to the comments of others, thinking critically for themselves, 

and articulate their own thoughts and their responses to the thoughts of others  
• students learn to work cooperatively and to question intelligently and civilly 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JvYnXSRguzw 

Israel, Elfie.  “Examining Multiple Perspectives in Literature.”  In Inquiry and the Literary Text: Constructing 
Discussions n the English Classroom.  James Holden and John S. Schmit, eds.  Urbana, IL: NCTE, 2002.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JvYnXSRguzw
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JvYnXSRguzw
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Directions:

✔ 8 people sit around table facing 
each other in “inner circle”

✔ 8 people form “outer circle”
✔ Inner circle will discuss questions
✔ Outer circle will watch, take notes, 

and later pose questions and give 
comments about what they 
observed

✔ The teacher can be part of either 
the inner "fishbowl" circle or the 
outer circle.

https://sites.google.com/a/dcsdk12.org/etil-acad
emycadre/fishbowl-socratic-seminar 
 

Talking Chips/Tap-In/Timer

https://sites.google.com/a/dcsdk12.org/etil-academycadre/fishbowl-socratic-seminar
https://sites.google.com/a/dcsdk12.org/etil-academycadre/fishbowl-socratic-seminar
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Staehr Fenner, D., & Snyder, S. (2017). Unlocking English learners’ potential: Strategies for making content accessible. Thousand Oaks, CA: Corwin. p.105.

PREPARE

PRACTICE

PARTICIPATE
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https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1ST9v6p43M8gZqtZPg-A3FInvSZ7PUGd7NbelmZQ4Mn4/edit#slide=id.g4294babcfa_0_51 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1ST9v6p43M8gZqtZPg-A3FInvSZ7PUGd7NbelmZQ4Mn4/edit#slide=id.g4294babcfa_0_51
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Talking Chips
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Using Visuals as Conversations Starters
What?

When?

Where?

Why?

How?

I notice… I wonder…

I think…

Who?
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Characters/Protagonist/Antagonist:
The characters in this story are _______,   _______ and _______ .

Setting:
This story takes place in _________ .

Problem/Conflict:
The characters are faced with the problem that _______ .

Solution/Resolution:
The problem is resolved when ________. 

Main Idea/Gist:
The main idea of this story is ________ .

Author’s Purpose:
I think the author wrote this story to _______ . 
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Write the story



 Heads Up Game
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1. Get into pairs or groups of three.
2. You will be given a set of index cards with
vocabulary related to a particular content topic.
Don’t peek!
3. Select one person to be the “Guesser” and one
or two people to be the “Clue Giver(s)”
4. The Guesser places a card on his/her forehead
(without looking) and the Clue Giver(s) give
clues about the meaning of the word.
5. How long does it take for the Guesser to figure
out all the words?

• Possible scaffolds: partner to help, word bank, sentence stems

35

Sentence Stems…
•This word means…
•An example of this word 
is…
•A synonym for this word is...
•An antonym of this word is...
•We use this word to talk 
about...
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http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/crs/culturally-responsive-sustaining-education-framework.pdf
http://www.nysed.gov/crs/framework


Translanguaging: “the process 
whereby multilingual speakers utilize their 
languages as an integrated communication 
system. It is the only way to create meaning 
while learning.”

https://www.little-sponges.com/index.php/2018/05/10/5-way
s-teachers-can-create-translanguaging-classroom/ 
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https://www.little-sponges.com/index.php/2018/05/10/5-ways-teachers-can-create-translanguaging-classroom/
https://www.little-sponges.com/index.php/2018/05/10/5-ways-teachers-can-create-translanguaging-classroom/
https://www.little-sponges.com/index.php/2018/05/10/5-ways-teachers-can-create-translanguaging-classroom/


Q&As, Takeaways & Wrap Up 
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