
The ELA and ENL Connection: Research-Based 
Practices that Support ELLs in the  

Integrated Classroom 
 ELL Scaffolds for NYS CCLS Curriculum 

Grade 1, Module 1:  Domain (Unit) 8 

Animals and Habitats: Animals of the Arctic 



Grade 1, Module 1:  Domain (Unit) 8 

Animals and Habitats 
http://www.engageny.org/resource/grade-1-ela-domain-8-animals-and-habitats  

This unit is an in depth study of 

animals and their habitats.  The 

thematic nature of the unit allows 

students and teacher to make 

meaningful connections between 

content areas and literacy. 

 

The L.I. RBE-RN’s adaptation of this 

unit has similar components but 

approaches the topics covered through 

instructional approaches and 

methodologies appropriate for second 

language learners.  
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Animals of the Arctic 
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Purpose  

Activities 

Product 

Resources  

• Familiarize students with the features of non-fiction text 
• Actively teach and model comprehension strategies L2 learners can use to    

 access high level non-fiction content and text 
• Apply the strategies learned through “Text Mapping” to other texts and media 
• Gather information for culminating writing activity 

• Individual students (or small groups) will read selected books and websites about animals 
that live in the Arctic habitat 

• Students will complete a “Scavenger Hunt” graphic organizer as they read 

• Students will produce authentic writing (flip book or magazine article) differentiated to 
student’s individual proficiency levels and/or needs. 

A selection of non-fiction books about the Arctic Habitat 
http://www.athropolis.com/links/arctic.htm 
http://kids.nationalgeographic.com/kids/animals/creaturefeature/polar-bear/ 
http://firstpeoplesofcanada.com/fp_groups/fp_inuit3.html 
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Digital Resources for Home or Library – 
Bookmarking Sites 

• By providing links to material that will be discussed in class, as well as 
other related topics, we provide ELLs with a slight edge, helping them 
build background knowledge and prepare for more challenging academic 
tasks. 

• Bookmarking sites offer a way to share links to teacher provided material 
on information that will be discussed  and researched in class. 

• One such site is Symbaloo.  All of the links and materials referenced in 
today’s session are available at:  

http://edu.symbaloo.com/mix/animalsofthearctic  

http://edu.symbaloo.com/mix/pdsamples
http://edu.symbaloo.com/mix/animalsofthearctic
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Digital Resources for Home or Library 

By providing links to material that will be discussed in class, as well as other 
related topics, we provide ELLs with a slight edge, helping them build 
background knowledge and prepare for more challenging academic tasks. 

• http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H_CSlLIuVZs 

   (Badger sings a habitat song- great animation) 

• http://kids.nationalgeographic.com/kids/animals/creaturefeature/anemon
efish/  (ocean video) 

• http://www.neok12.com/php/watch.php?v=zX0570505075620b4054727b&
t=Forests  (rainforest video) 

• http://video.nationalgeographic.com/video/oceans-narrated-by-sylvia-
earle/oceans-arctic?source=relatedvideo (Arctic animals) 
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Digital Resources for Home or Library 

ZooBooks, Zootles and Zoobies is an 
interactive website offering informational 
literature on an assortment of animals, 
including habitat, anatomy and behavior.  
The texts are categorized by age group. 

BrainPoP, Jr. has several resources 
that can be used to introduce and 
enrich a unit on Habitats.  These 
include videos on: Rainforest, Desert, 
Arctic, Ocean, Forest, Freshwater  
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Grade 1- Module 1: Domain 8:  
Second Grade  ‘I can…’ Statements 

“Text Mapping Activity” 
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Reading Standards for Informational Text 

I can use text features (e.g., captions, bold 
print, subheadings, glossaries, indexes, 
electronic menus, icons) to locate key facts or 
information in a text quickly and easily. (RI.2.5) 
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Pre-reading Activity 

The Arctic:  A Cold & Beautiful Land 
“Text Mapping” 

• Explicit and concrete process which makes text more 
“manageable”  

• Instills confidence with complex text for L2 learners 
 

 

• Provides opportunity to model reading comprehension strategies, 
study skills, and note-taking skills 

– Low-tech yet interactive 

– Skills are transferable to approaching text in all reading contexts 
and contents 

More Information on Text Mapping: 
 www.textmapping.org 
 www.nerdynerdynerdy.com/2012/03/text-mapping.html 

The Arctic: A Cold & Beautiful Land: 
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Arctic-Circle-Week-1-of-4-Common-
Core-Non-Fiction-Reading-Unit-429154 8 

Aid to Comprehension 
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• Teacher models strategies to 
“deconstruct” non-fiction text 

• Students interact with text to 
identify and label the features on 
non-fiction text. 

• Together, a “Non-Fiction Text 
Features” Reference Chart is 
created 

The Arctic 
A Cold & Beautiful Land 
“Text Mapping” Sample 
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Non-Fiction Text Features Reference Charts 

• Create charts while students are learning about 
different features of non-fiction text 

• Serve as a visual reference  
• Reinforce concepts from pre-reading activity 
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Grade 1- Module 1: Domain 8:  

Second Grade  ‘I can…’ Statements 
“Non-Fiction Text Scavenger Hunt” 

11 

Speaking and Listening Standards 

I can retell information and describe key ideas or details from 
a text that I hear. (SL2.2) 
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Grade 1- Module 1: Domain 8:  

Second Grade  ‘I can…’ Statements 
“Non-Fiction Text Scavenger Hunt” 
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Language Standards 

I can capitalize proper nouns. (L.2.2a) 

I can use a dictionary or glossary to find information. (L.2.2e) 

Linguistic Demands 
• Recognize and appropriately capitalize proper nouns. 
• Use a dictionary or glossary when appropriate to verify correct spelling 
and information. 
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Animals of the Arctic Habitat 
“Non-Fiction Text Scavenger Hunt” 

Text Feature 
Source  
(with Page Number 
if from a book) 

How is this 
feature  
important or 
helpful? 

Facts learned from this feature: 

Table of 
Contents 

Heading & Sub-
heading 

Photo & 
Caption 

Illustration or 
diagram 

Glossary 13 

At this point, students will choose an animal to research from available resources (e.g., 
books, websites) and conduct a “Non-Fiction Text Scavenger Hunt”. Depending on 
their proficiency levels, students can complete this activity independently, in 
independent small groups or in guided groups with the teacher. 
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Grade 1- Module 1: Domain 8:  

Second Grade  ‘I can…’ Statements 
“Animals of the Arctic” Writing Project 
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Writing Standards 

I can write informative/explanatory texts about 
a topic, use facts and definitions to develop 
ideas, and write a conclusion. (W.2.2) 
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Animals of the Arctic Habitat: 
Differentiating the Product 

• Students at all levels will be required to produce authentic, 
non-fiction writing differentiated to students’ individual 
proficiency levels and/or needs. 

• They will receive checklists containing the expectations of the 
final product.   

• Students at lower proficiency levels will receive checklists for 
each product so that they can demonstrate the requirements 
at a higher proficiency if they so choose. 
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Animals of the Arctic Habitat: 
Checklists for Final Product 

Descriptive Book Flip Book Magazine Article 

 Bulleted facts, or; 
 Short descriptive 

sentences 
 Photos or Illustrations 

with captions 
 List of sources  

 Descriptive sentences 
and paragraphs 

 Headings/sub-headings 
 Keywords with glossary 
 Photos or Illustrations 

with captions 
 List of sources 

 Magazine style article 
 Organized paragraphs 
 Headings/sub-headings 
 Keywords with glossary 
 Photos or Illustrations 

with captions 
 Diagrams/charts/maps 
 Fact bubbles 
 List of sources as works 

cited 
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Animals of the Arctic Habitat 
Entering/Emerging  Level Pre-Writing Activity 

• Pre-writing:  Students will choose an animal from the Arctic and complete 
a graphic organizer, filling in information obtained during the “Text 
Mapping” and “Scavenger Hunt” activities. Students will also practice 
specific descriptive writing structures. 
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Animals of the Arctic Habitat 

Emerging/Transitioning Level Writing Activity 

• Students write a flip book 
incorporating: 
– Features of non-fiction text 

(e.g., photos with captions, 
headings/ sub-headings, 
glossary) 

– Paragraphs using 
descriptive writing 
structures from pre-writing 
activity 

– Facts documented during 
prior activities. 
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Arctic Habitat Magazine Article 
Expanding/Commanding Pre-Writing Activity 

Students will write a magazine article about one or more 
aspects of the Arctic Habitat. The article will include: 
–Features of non-fiction text (e.g., photos with captions, headings, 

glossary) 
–Vocabulary related to the Arctic habitat 
–Additional relevant facts learned during readings  

• A graphic organizer will be provided to help students organize their ideas and 
information 
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Magazine Article – Arctic Habitat 
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Magazine Article – Arctic Habitat 
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Sample of 
Co-Teaching 
Planning 
Template 
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Co-Teaching 
Planning 
Template 


