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Flexible Novel Unit

Description of the Unit

The activities in this flexible unit can replace the activities in the second half of Grade 9, Unit 3,

while still developing the skills and knowledge required for Embedded Assessment 2: Writing a
Literary Analysis Essay. The unit begins by engaging students in studying the characters and setting
established in the first chapter of the novel you have chosen. Several guided activities help students
build their knowledge of literary elements to eventually understand the novel’s theme and how the
author establishes that theme. By the end of the novel, students are ready to write a literary analysis
essay for Embedded Assessment 2.

Activities

The twelve activities in this unit are designed to engage students in reading a novel and to prepare
them for the embedded assessment. The activities mirror the sequence of instruction in the existing
SpringBoard novel unit based on To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee, but the sequence can be
modified to correspond with the features of the novel you have chosen. This sequencing of activities is
best done during the planning phase, using the Planning Dashboard.

Mini-lessons for Novel Study

Depending upon the richness of the novel you choose and the skills your students need to develop,
you may want to supplement the unit with mini-lessons. The mini-lessons cover a range of novel study
topics and can be used to expand on or reinforce the skills covered in the core activities. Mini-lesson
topics include the following:

e Practicing Close Reading and Annotation

e Interacting with the Text Using a Double-Entry Journal
* Making Inferences

e Analyzing Point of View

e Exploring Setting

e Analyzing Characters

e Determining the Meaning of Unknown Words

e Analyzing an Author’s Word Choice

e Investigating Conflict and Motivation

e Analyzing an Author’s Use of Figurative Language
* Mapping the Plot

e Determining Theme
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FLEXIBLE NOVEL UNIT
continued

Recommended Novels

The activities in the flexible novel unit adapt the Unit 3 activities based on the novel To Kill a Mockingbird
by Harper Lee, and they maintain a focus on the skills and knowledge required for Embedded Assessment
2: Writing a Literary Analysis Essay. In customizing the unit, consider choosing a novel that details a
child’s (or teenager’s) coming-of-age experience. It should include rich characterization, an engaging
plot, and a relevant theme. Some of the novels on this list were created for an adult readership and depict
scenes, events, or topics that may be challenging in certain classroom settings. Before selecting a novel
for the unit, be sure to read it in its entirety to assess its appropriateness for your students and setting.

Recommended Novels

Title Author |Leile

Crowe, Chris Mississippi Trial, 1955 870L
Curtis, Christopher Paul ~ © The Watsons Go to Birmingham—1963 | 1000L
Dur row H e |d| W ........................... The G,r[ Who Fe[ l fmm the Sky ................................... N/A ......
Fouet, Susan ................................. TheFog M aChme ...................................................... N/A ......
Gc“ nes Eme St .............................. A L esson Before Dy, ng .............................................. 750L e
|.||d | er anu ]G D e Sm ..................... Bom Co,,fused ......................................................... 390 |_ e
H,lto n’ Manlyn .............................. Fu” Clcada M oon ...................................................... 790 |_ e
K|d d 5u e Monk ............................. The Secret . L,feof B ees .............................................. 840 |_ e
Lauren Wo| k ................................. Wo[fHouo W ............................................................ 300 |_ e
Lewis, John, Andrew Aydin and March: Book One (Graphic Novel) GN760L
Nate POWell e et e
Martinez, Manuel Luis Drift N/A
N,c hom S’ D e ms e ........................... FreShwat e ,-Roa d ...................................................... N/A ......
Osa,Nancy ................................... CUba 15 A Nove[ ...................................................... 750|_
p| nk R Cmd| ................................... /nto Wh,te ............................................................... 680 |_ e
Sm ,th, B etty ................................. A T,ee Gm WS , n BmOk ly,, ........................................... 810|_ .....
Tayl Or M , [dred . D .......................... Ro” ofThund er HearMycry ...................................... 920|_ e
.\./ 0 nder pOOI Clare .......................... MOO ,, OverMa ,,,fest ................................................. 800 |_ e
W oodson,]ch ue“ ne ...................... /fYou C Ome Sofﬂy .................................................... |.||_570|_
W r o bleWSk |, DG V|d ......................... The 5tory0f EdgarsaWte”e ....................................... 900 |_ e
.\.( uma naka |_o|s Ann ..................... W,[ d Me atand the Bu”y Bur gers ............................... N/A ......
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