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Flexible Novel Unit

Description of the Unit

The activities in this flexible unit can replace the activities in the second half of Grade 11, Unit 5 while
developing the skills and knowledge required for Embedded Assessment 2: Writing an Analytical
Essay. This Embedded Assessment has been modified to apply to a wider range of novels. Some
features of the existing SpringBoard unit remain, such as Discussion Groups, critical reviews, and deep
analysis of author’s craft. Other activities have been added or modified to apply to novels written by
authors other than Zora Neale Hurston and at time periods other than the Harlem Renaissance. Over
the course of the unit, students move from guided analysis to self-directed discussion groups.

Activities

The ten activities in this unit are designed to engage students in reading a novel and to prepare them
for the Embedded Assessment. The sequence can be modified to correspond with the features of the
novel you have chosen. This sequencing of activities is best done during the planning phase, using the
Planning Dashboard.

Mini-lessons for Novel Study

Depending upon the richness of the novel you choose and the skills your students need to develop,
you may want to supplement the unit with mini-lessons. The mini-lessons cover a range of novel study
topics and can be used to expand on or reinforce the skills covered in the core activities. Mini-lesson
topics include the following:

e Practicing Close Reading and Annotation

e Interacting with the Text Using a Double-Entry Journal
* Making Inferences

e Analyzing Point of View

e Exploring Setting

e Analyzing Characters

e Determining the Meaning of Unknown Words

e Analyzing an Author’s Word Choice

e Investigating Conflict and Motivation

e Analyzing an Author’s Use of Figurative Language
* Mapping the Plot

e Determining Theme
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FLEXIBLE NOVEL UNIT
continued

Recommended Novels

The activities in the flexible novel unit adapt the Unit 5 activities based on the novel Their Eyes Were
Watching God by Zora Neale Hurston, and they focus on the skills and knowledge required for the
modified Embedded Assessment 2: Writing an Analytical Essay. In customizing the unit, choose a
novel that includes rich characterization, an engaging plot, and a relevant theme. A novel that was
written during or influenced by the Harlem Renaissance would pair nicely with the first half of Unit 5.
To maintain continuity with the rest of Grade 11, consider another classic of American literature. Some
of the novels on this list were created for an adult readership and depict scenes, events, or topics that
may be challenging in certain classroom settings. Before selecting a novel for the unit, be sure to read
it in its entirety to assess its appropriateness for your students and setting.

Recommended Novels

Title Author |Leile

Adichie, Chimamanda Ngozi §Americanah :N/A

Bq[ dw| n’ JG mes ............................. Go Te” ,t on the Moun tam .......................................... 970L e
Bl(] nco’ R|chqr d ............................. The Prmce ofL os Cocuyos A M, a m, ch,[dhood ............. N/A ......
Cq ther, W|[l(] ................................. My A ntoma .............................................................. 10 10|_ .
Cq ther, W|[l(] ................................. op,oneersl ............................................................. 930 |_ T
Cq ther, W|[l(] ................................. The 50ng Of the Lark ................................................. 95o|_ e
Chobon ’ M|chqe| ........................... The A maz/ ng Ad ven tu res OfK ava[,er a nd c [ay ............... 11 7o|_ .
Chopm’ s th .é ................................. The A Wakemn g ........................................................ 960 L T
Cr G ne’ Stephe n .............................. The RedBad ge 0 chu mge ......................................... 890 |_ e
E[ [.50 n’ quph ................................ /nws’ ble Man ........................................................... 870L e
Er d nch, |_ou|5e .............................. Lo veMed,c, ne ......................................................... 780 |_
F|tzgem[d, . F 5cott ......................... The Grea t GatSb y ..................................................... 10 10|_ .
qun, P ete ................................... 5no W m A ugust ........................................................ N/A ......
qu b(] Ch, Ch(]d .............................. The A rtof/-',e[dmg .................................................... N/A ......
Hen ” q uez, c ” Stma ........................ The Boo k of Unkno Wn Ame ncans ................................ N/A ......
th|r |,jhum pa ............................... The Nam esake ......................................................... 11 4o|_ .
qude[, Em.[y5t ] 0 hn .................... Stat,o n E[even ......................................................... N/A ......
Moqu Gy’ N 5cott ........................ Hous e M adeofD a Wn ................................................ 970L e
Ru Sse“, quen ............................... Swamp[and Ia, ......................................................... N/A ......
Sm |th, B etty ................................. A Tree Gm Ws , n BmOk lyn ........................................... 81o|_ .....
St e mbe Ck’ ]ohn ............................. The Gmp es ometh ................................................. 680 |_ e
St é mbe Ck’ ]ohn ............................. of/Vl, ceand . Men ...................................................... 63o|_ e
St e mbe Ck’ ]ohn ........................... East of Eden ............................................................ 700 L e
._I._ Gn’Amy ...................................... The /oyLuck c[u b ..................................................... 930 |_ e
Wh Grton’ Ed|th ............................ Etha n mee .......................................................... 820 |_ e
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