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Last year, we opened the doors to a new learning community – our new 
Secondary Campus. This spectacular facility is the culmination of our 
Building the Future of Learning campaign, which hit its target of CHF 
5m. And this future is just beginning.

Every time I walk into the new building, as it hums with life, 
laughter, creativity and passion, I am reminded again that it represents 
everything we believe in here at ZIS. It’s more than just concrete  
and steel: it’s a philosophy of education; a focus on the development  
of critical thinking; and the embodiment of the ZIS experience. 

There’s a kind of magic that takes place at ZIS and, already,  
this campus is transforming learning experiences for our students, 
nurturing a diverse community where everyone feels they belong. 
It’s a home away from home, giving our students the confidence to go 
anywhere and do anything, and it helps spark an interest in them that 
will animate engagement for a lifetime.

But, of course, just like our first school back in 1963, the new building 
was only made possible by the incredible generosity and support  
of our community. It is your contributions that have made ZIS what  
it is today, and it is your ongoing support that will enable us to continue  
to deliver outstanding educational experiences into the future. 

Your generosity has been overwhelming, and I, along with  
my colleagues, am profoundly thankful for your commitment  
to Building the Future of Learning. 

Celebrating  
the success of  
our campaign

Lisa Lyle
Director



The Building the Future of Learning 
campaign was made possible by the 
incredible generosity of our whole 
community. To all donors: thank you.  
ABB, Amcor, BGS & Partner Architekten, Credit 
Suisse, Ecas AG, Ernst Göhner Stiftung, Hitachi 
Energy, Julius Baer International, marchwell 
Valentino Marchisella Architekten, SwissRe, Zurich 
Insurance Group, Michael and Debi Adé-George, 
Essa and Balqees Al-Saleh, Otto Albrecht and Brenda 
Dobay, Shea and Dan Allen, Alvaro Bernasconi 
Family, Bettina Asaf, Ceyda and Kurt Avunduk, 
Jenny Baerlocher, Martha Folger and Tom Baker, 
Family Baldinger, Nicholas and Jihane Ball, Michael 
and Anke Baur, Boyd Bel, Ben-Shmuel Family, 
Bennet Family, Nick and Emma Bentley, Dan and 
Kim Bentley, Marco and Sam Bernardis Grigoryan, 
Michael Bienstock, Markus Bierl and Hui Chen,  
Dr. Stephan Binder and Lemeng Zhang, Andy and 
Lucy Blair, Boerger Family, Bogues Family, Finn 
Borg, Rick Bosshardt, Chris Bouda, Bowes Family, 
Ivo and Mari Bozon, Dale and Eric Braunschweig, 
Brown Family, Alina and Christoph Brunner,  
Jean-Marc and Sylvie Brunschwig, Lucile  
Burgo-Black, Alison and Michael Callaghan, 
Carmona da Silva Family, Orlagh Ryan and Adrian 
Castelli, Giulio Ceretti and Svitlana Mushnikova, 
Clement and Cynthia Cheah, Albert Chung and  
Cindy Chang, Marcel and Simone Cobuz, Collu 
Speroni Family, Richard and Sally Columbine,  
Tom and Amy Corbett, Coyle Family, Tim and 
Emma Creed, Sena Gomes da Costa Family, Da Silva 
Renna Family, Dady Family, Sterling and Elizabeth 
Daines, Dang-Mercier Family, Nick and Siobhan 
Davies, Rémy and Gabriella de Bruyn, The de Santos 
Family, DeMar Family, The Demey Family, Katherine 
Deutsch, Chicco Di Stasi and Ludovica Dubini, 
Megan, Mike, Michael and Benjamin Dickow, Jörg 
and Martina Diedrich, Oliver and Svetlana Diener, 
Jos and Patou Dijsselhof-Warning, Katie Ditchfield, 
Rachel Ditchfield, Dogos-Docovitch Family, 
Marianne and David Duffy, Thomas and Gabriele 
Eggenschwiler, Egorov Family, Regula Eigner, 
Ekaterina Kurganova and Dieter Enkelmann,  

Manuel Faccio and Emma Crystal, Oleg Falikowitsch  
and Nancy Bloch, Daniela and Ueli Fankhauser,  
Firlit Family, Jennifer Saxe and Andrew Fletcher, 
Flöer Family, Nicolas Flour and Anne Pelisse  
Flour, Irene, Annika & Catalina Franck, Caroline 
Francois, Fraser Family, Frei Family, Fu Wei Family, 
Paul D. Furlow, Camille Gailey-Bléhaut, Michael 
Gans, Tim and Lynn Gardner, Kristin Gardner-
McGurrin and Family, Garibay Velasco Family, 
Federico and Tracy Germani, Glapiak Family,  
Gil Glasenberg, Nicoleta Goşoniu, Robert Gottschalk, 
Gottweis Family, Graber Family, Gray Family, 
Gregory Galimberti, Grieger Brugger Family, Patrick 
and Andreea Grob, Guido Arnold Family, Jay Haken, 
Halfon Family, Michael J. Head, Carolyn Herrick,  
Gijs Hilgers and Kirsten Hilgers-Renner, Hindes-
Boyd Family, Garret and Susan Hinebauch, Jane and 
Ralf Hippenmeyer, Aloys Hirzel and Urte Sabelus, 
Joel and Deborah Hladecek, Amy Stillman Hoag, 
Family Marcellino Graf v. u. zu Hoensbroech, Frank 
and Sarah Höfflin, Claudia Hohl, Clara, Ylvi, Mariella 
and Carl Hollitscher, Holzmann Family, Dr. Johannes 
and Jennifer Holzmeister, Marcel and Janine Isler, 
Prabhu Jagadeesan, Jauslin Family, Boris and Karine 
Javelle, Martin and Barbara Jeker, Jenkner Family, 
Alec and Anastasia Joannou, Michael Johnson, Mike 
and Jen Johnston, Keri and Brian Jolley, Catherine 
Jolly, Sharon and Clive Jones, Hyoungjin Joo and 
Mihee Yun, Juan-Hofer Family, Erik and Rachel 
Kaas, Kaegi and Aigrain Family, Kalmin Family, 
Kammerlander Family, Karpov Family, Alan and 
Ruth Kelly, Ahmet and Bianca Keyman, Keyman 
Family, Suzanne and Tony Keys, Mark and Amber 
Kidd, Madison and Kalli Kiefer, Lola and Michael 
Kinder, Saša Kirilov and Moya Stevenson Kirilov, 
Will Kirkwood and Olivia Kirkwood, Jonathan 
Kirkwood, Caroline and Christer Kjos, Klee Family, 
Fred Kleiterp and Noelle Ahlberg Kleiterp, Klose 
Family, Petra Kohles, Alexios Konstantopoulos and 
Vasiliki Vicki Katsihtis, Kranz Family, Alexander 



“I believe in the power of education and think 
it is worthwhile to invest in. In fact, one of 
the best uses of money is for bettering the 
educational system – for the kids, the future”
Dan Holzmann, current parent

Kuehne and Alexandra Nomikos, Georg M. Kuhnke, 
Ladislav and Marie Kunc, Peter and Bong Kunz, 
Jason Kurth and Martha Braide Kurth, Vieira De 
Moraes Lacerda Family, Rebecca Laird, Kevin and 
Page Lane, Richard and Maaike Lange, Kristie Lear, 
Andrej Lenz, Massimiliano and Fara Leopardi, Agis 
Leopoulos and Marina Sarkisian, Sacha Lifschitz, 
Loeliger Family, Antonio Lucena de Lucena and 
Encarnacion Montes Martinez, Family Luckie, 
Lunoe-Stoustrup Family, Lurye Family, Lisa L. Lyle, 
Family Macklin, Malach Family, Malina-Altzinger 
Family, Marcondes Family, Margreiter Family, 
Mark Sturcke, David Markus, Douglas Marston and 
Harmina Roest, Alison and Peter Martin, Gian Marco 
Martino and Patrizia Zappulla, Dennis McEvoy and 
Li Peng Lim, Mei-Bun Family, Kimara, Malia and 
Elena Meier, Alex Mendez, Karen G. Merszei, Meyer 
Family, Yiannis Mitilineos and Eva Chatzi, Jennifer 
and Stephan Model, Tomas and Emma Molvidson, 
Leonor Vaz Monteiro and Nuno da Fonseca, Vasco 
H. Morais, Penny Morgan, Peter Mott and Rhonda 
Mott-Hill, Philipp and Ashley Mueller, Stefan 
Mühlemann, Mullens Family, Alejandro Muñoz and 
Celia Rosselló, Peter and Angela Nemeth, Simeon 
Netchev and Maria Grigorova, Rafi Neuburger, Carlos 
Nielsen, Stan and Christine Novakovic, Filippo and 
Barbara Novelli, Massimiliano and Anna Nunziata, 
O’Sullivan Family, Orbach Gamliel Family, Ordonez 
Garcia Family, Pagliara Family, Family Parliari, 
Agnes Pasztor, Geoffrey Peake, Eric Peeters and 
Isabel Lootens, Robin and Gian Andrea Pola, Diane 
M. Prystas, Przybylowicz Family, Lily and George 
Quinn, Pascal and Celine Rabier, Edoardo Raggio 
and Carolina Munoz, Family Ramsay, Suzanne 
Rapetti-Hunsicker, Anna and Stefan Reutter, Rachel 
Rey, The Rezelman Family, Samuel J. Richards, 
Katie Richardson, Gabriele Richner, Rigter-Dussain 
Family, Roane Family, Agnieszka and Marek Rombel, 
Michelle & Howard Rosen, Thomas Ruck and Sally 
Wood, Philip and Elizabeth Ryan, Sara Saffari, Romy 
and Dr. Manno Saks, Mariano Santelmo Family, 
Sandra Sauter, Family Savi, Christoph and Ingrida 

Schaefer, Claudia Scheiner, Claudio Schiavoni, Joern 
Schmey, Joachim Schoss, David and Jill Schroeder, 
Monique Schuler Kaegi, Mark Schulz and Vicki 
Gallard-Schulz, Mauricio and Danielle Schumer, 
Schumer Family, Family Schwung, Michaela and 
Wolfgang Seeger, Mark and Patricia Shelton, Dave 
Shepherd, Reika and Sid Shetty, Hemant and 
Noopur Shrivastav, Krzysztof Sikora and Magdalena 
Tarasinska, The Silverstein Family, Slade Family, 
Smetanitch Family, Myron Smith and Krista Khan-
Smith, Soares Hess Family, Andrey Soldatenkov and 
Irina Soldatenkova, Christian and Susan Sömmer, 
Spector-Lang Family, Jan and Christine Spin, Roy Tal 
and Taina Stark-Tal, Family Steijn - Geelen, Family 
Stirnimann, Christine Strassburg, Rolf Streuli, Phil 
and Sarah Stroebel, Strubel Family, Paul, Claudia 
and Riley Sullivan, Murat Arif and Leyla Tara 
Suyabatmaz, Tad Beach, Tali Levi Family , Ainsley 
and Nathan Taylor, George Terziev, Bianca Thiele, 
Noel Thompson, Tillyaev Family, Toretta Family, 
Janna Trontvet, Tropa Braizinha Family, Polykarp 
and Astrid Tschopp, Chad and Michaela Tschudi,  
Lee and Barbara Tsukroff, Tim Tuttle, Twomey 
Family, Uglow Family, Unger Family, Unger 
Mercuriali Family, Dijana and Zeljko Urosevic, 
Johan and Lexie Utterman, Van Rijn Family, Arwen 
Anastasia Vanea, Drew Bard Varges, Gabe Varges 
and Kathryn Bard, Isabel Almiro do Vale and Diogo 
Vasconcelos, Velin Family, Vercoutere Family, 
Vietti Family, Andrew and Eileen Vincett, Nataliya 
Volkova, Maximilian and Ana Paula Von Finck, Nina 
von Steuben, Vonic Family, Elena Fernandez and 
Heiko Weis, Widerberg Family, Martin and Barbara 
Wiedmann, Wiedmann Family, Wieland Family,  
Urs and Simone Wietlisbach, Williams Family,  
Beat Windler and Michela Ratti, David and Leanda 
Wood, Chris and Sally Wright, The Wright Family, 
Urs Würgler and Barbara Bisanti, Jennifer Wyss, 
Kishiko Masuo and Hayati Yarkadas, Yin Sun  
Family, Family Melanie and Anthony Young, Zeiss 
Family, Jürg Zundel and Jodi Engelberg Zundel, and 
92 anonymous donors at the time of publication.



31
alumni 

donated

67
employee  

families donated

59
past families 

donated

357
current families 

donated

4
foundations 

donated

544
donors 

contributed

26
companies 

donated

The average 
donation was

chf 6,201  

The ZIS Building the Future of 
Learning campaign raised a massive 

chf 5,123,055



of the Board of  
Trustees participated

of the Leadership  
Team participated

185
items were gifted for  
auction at the Gala

265
people attended 

the Gala

62
trees around the campus  
were adopted by donors

9
donors named brand-new 

state-of-the-art spaces

“I love the concept of the new Middle School but, for me, the 
building itself isn’t the most compelling part of the proposition.  

It’s about the future it represents: the potential for children”
George Quinn, alumni parent



More than just a building  
– the Secondary Campus  
is transforming lives.

A flexible future
Students from Grades 6 to 12 have the opportunity 
to mix and learn from each other, enabling a more 
seamless transition for students from Middle 
to Upper School. All spaces can change easily 
from lessons to co-curricular activities – and 
this flexibility extends to even the most subject-
specific spaces, such as those dedicated to STEM 
disciplines. Gone are traditional lab benches, with 
sinks and gas-taps. Instead, the STEM classrooms 
have their equipment positioned around the outer 
walls, while the interior space is entirely flexible. 
Tables and chairs can be cleared away completely, 
for example, to enable the construction of large 
projects such as model spaceships.

Walk into the new Secondary Campus and 
you walk into the future of learning. From the 
Media Center to the ABB Design Lab, students 
and teachers are using their new spaces to 
learn, innovate, create and be active. And this 
future is secure: the cutting-edge facilities will 
ensure that ZIS’s educational offer remains 
world-class for years to come. 

“The new building has opened up a world 
of opportunities for collaboration between 
students, teachers, parents and the wider 
community,” says David Wood, Middle School 
Principal. “It embodies that synergy.”



Built for inclusion
The ZIS population can be transient, with some 
students only in the school for a year or two. So 
the new building has inclusion in mind. “When  
a family arrives, whether from Shanghai, Munich 
or Auckland, we want to help them feel part of 
the community, and sport and the arts are often a 
huge part of that,” says David. Those communities 
are now making the most of everything the new 
facilities have to offer, including an indoor gym,  
a full-size pitch, and multiple courts suitable  
for everything from tennis to basketball.

Breaking down boundaries
In the ABB Design Lab, there are no boundaries 
between art and science. The latest tech sits side 
by side with practical tools, allowing students 
to take on everything from coding websites to 
building sets for drama productions. In the Media 
Center, students bring their devices to the IT 
kiosk for support, and much of the collection is 
online – enabling texts in multiple languages for 
this community, which includes more than 70 
different nationalities. “It would once have been 
called a library, but libraries today have changed 
in both function and purpose,” explains David.  

Strong relationships
“Hosting on your own campus – a basketball 
tournament, for instance, something the 
Middle School has never been able to run – is 
exciting, and generates lots of camaraderie and 
community spirit,” says David. Teachers and 
parents are benefiting, too. “I have so many 
good conversations with parents on the side of 
the court,” David adds. “Having those facilities 
strengthens relationships with families and 
makes their lives easier, especially those with 
several children enrolled who no longer have to 
take their children to three different locations.”

The sound of success
The new building hums with music, from 
orchestral epics in the large concert space to the 
smaller ensemble spaces perfect for sectional 
brass, wind and percussion practice. Wander 
around the building at any time and you’ll also 
hear a multitude of groups or soloists rehearsing 
in the individual rooms. “We have a thriving 
music program,” says David. “The arts – learning 
to sing, dance, perform jazz or be part of an 
orchestra, for example – are essential to how  
our students and wider community connect.”



As our Building the Future of Learning campaign has reached its 
CHF 5m target, I have been reflecting on the incredible legacy of 
philanthropy at ZIS. Back in 1963, a dedicated community of parents 
and educators recognized the need for a school. So they raised the 
money and founded it themselves. For 60 years, that philosophy  
of generosity has endured down the generations – and has enabled  
us to carry on building. 

It has been heartening and humbling to see this legacy in action.  
Our entire community came together and contributed: naming a space, 
helping out with and attending the Gala, giving prizes, making generous 
donations or making ZIS their philanthropic priority. The Board  
of Trustees, the ZIS Foundation Board and the Campaign Committee  
took on this huge and complex project with incredible enthusiasm  
and efficiency. My heartfelt thanks go out to you all.

And the work continues. Our ambition for the future is to focus on 
sustainability across transport, energy, food, recycling, vendors and 
sustainability education throughout the whole school community.

Our not-for-profit status allows us the freedom to evolve and innovate 
and ensures that every franc or dollar you give goes towards improving 
the student experience. Your contributions have made ZIS what  
it is today – a school of the first rank, where we enable every student  
to thrive, and to make their own impact locally and globally. 

We’re grateful for all 
your support in helping 
us reach our target – but 
the work goes on. Your 
contributions have made 
ZIS what it is today, and we 
are focused on the future.

Michaela Seeger 
Director of Community Relations
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