Introduction

When your child enters school a whole host of new
acronyms present themselves — PTA, AP, MYD, BOE — it can
sometimes be a little overwhelming to try to remember what
all these letters stand for. Chances are you've heard your
child’s teacher mention another acronym, too—"CCSS"— and
this one is worth remembering."CCSS"is the acronym for
“Common Core State Standards."The CCSS were designed in
2009 to create learning standards in English Language Arts
and Mathematics that would be consistent throughout the
United States. (Up until the creation of the CCSS, each state
had its own learning standards in place.) Kentucky was the
first state to adopt the standards (in 2010),and most states
now use the Common Core State Standards as the standard
for what students in kindergarten through high school are
expected to learn and master.

Table Talk

Talk with your child about what a“learning standard”is.
Explain that the CCSS were created to help the teacher know
what to teach,and to help ensure that the students learn
things that are important.

= Ask your child what he or she is learning in school.
Show your child how what she or he is learning fits
into the Common Core State Standards.

= Talk with your child about why what he or she is
learning is important.

Tips & Tricks

To find out what your child is expected to learn in each grade,
you can click on the Common Core Standards Initiative URL
(listed below), or go to your state’s education webpage. When
you're familiar with the CCSS, you can

=ask your child’s teacher which CCSS are going to be
covered this month in class.

= see which standards your child needs to learn and
support that learning in your home. For instance,
one of the standards listed for third graders on the
CCSS website is the ability to multiply and divide. Use
flashcards to help your child memorize multiplication
facts. This will make math easier for her or him later
in the year, too, when they'll be expected to learn
about fractions.
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Plan & Practice

Help your child practice for CCSS assessments by
becoming an expert in what your youngster is expected to
learn this year:

= Use the CCSS webpage to find the standards your child
is expected to learn.

= et your child know that the Common Core Learning
Standards are your friends and that they are a positive
tool to help with learning.

= ook at the standards and plan ahead to provide
whatever academic support you can offer your
youngster. If your child is learning how to write
paragraphs,ask him or her to write a letter to grandma
in paragraph form. If your child is expected to read
full-length novels, go to the library and help your child
find books that fit his or her interests and reading
ability. If your child is learning about fractions, use every
opportunity you have to divide objects (pie, pizza,
marbles, pennies, etc.) into even parts or groups.

Learn More

To learn more about the Common Core State Standards
check out the URLs below.

= Common Core State Standards Initiative
http://www.corestandards.org/

The website for the Common Core State Standards Initiative.
= Junior Achievement

https://www.juniorachievement.org/web/ja-usa/
elementary-state-standards

A resource listing the elementary Common Core
State Standards.

= National Education Association
http://www.nea.org/commoncore
The Common Core State Standards toolkit.

= US News
http://www.usnews.com/news/special-reports/

articles/2014/02/27/the-history-of-common-core-
state-standards

The history of Common Core State Standards.

4 PREMIER



