
WELCOME TO COLLEGE 
APPLICATION NIGHT

Wilcox High School
September 13, 2023

Please make sure to check in on the QR 
code by the door as you come in.



This meeting is available in English and Spanish

Haga clic en "Interpretation" y 
haga clic en "Spanish"

Click on “Interpretation” and select 
"Spanish"



Counselor Contact Information

⬜ Christina Nelson-Watkins: cnelson@scusd.net, 408-423-2536
⬜ Glenna Hall: ghall@scusd.net, 408-423-2494
⬜ Glenn Aby: gaby@scusd.net, 408-423-2425
⬜ Adam Rios: arios@scusd.net, 408 423-2570
⬜ Mike LaFleur: mlafleur@scusd.net, 408-423-2412 
⬜ Andrea Cabello: acabello@scusd.net, 408-423-2593
⬜ Elena Mikhailova: emikhailova@scusd.net, 408-423-2462 
⬜ Career Center Michelle Aggarwal: maggarwal@scusd.net, 408 423-2531
⬜ The best way to reach us is through e-mail, you can expect an 

answer back within 48 hours.  
⬜ Pam Pewitt: ppewitt@scusd.net , 408-423-2414
⬜ Theresa Sullivan: tsullivan@scusd.net, 408-423-2575
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Overview

• Methods of Communication
• Process
• Common Pitfalls
• Application 
• Four Phases of Senior year (general)
• Questions & Answers
• Power Point will be posted on 

School Loop 



Wilcox Counseling Page



RED FOLDER 

⬜ ALL STUDENTS SHOULD RETURN WHY
◼ Different deadlines for different plans
◼ Seniors were given Red Folders
◼ Due Dates: Early: Sept 16th
◼ Regular: Nov 4th



Quick Reference Handout 



Senior Profile

⬜ Complete during the 
summer between 
Junior and Senior 
year

⬜ ONLY NEED FOR 
COMMON APP



The Student 
Process

Application  
ask for help as 

needed

Problems 
Searching for college 

list, type of application, 
making sure it is the 

right fit.  

Plan
 Where are you headed? How do I get 

there?



The College List 

My college List--Doubtful
2 Colleges Max 0 – 35%

acceptance rate
Colleges I would like to 
attend that have a low 

acceptance percentage rate

If you heard that there was a 5% chance of rain today would you bring and 
umbrella with you? 



The College List 

Possibilities 

Possibilities 

Likely 

5-6 Colleges 36% - 70%
acceptance rate 

A possible chance of being accepted. 85% of 
all students attend Colleges in this range 

2-3 College Max 71% - 99% 
acceptance rate

It is very likely you would get into 
a college in the range 



Find a Good College “Fit” 
Academically 

Testing the water, how 
cold is it? How deep is 
it?  

The water is safe 
however I am not 
ready to jump right in.

Doesn’t matter how deep I 
am confident I can jump 
right in and succeed. 

Just as you might study a body 
of water to figure out its 
temperature, depth and current 
before venturing in, you need to 
investigate the rigor, pace and 
depth of an academic 
environment -and your ability to 
keep you “head above water” if 
admitted -before deciding to 
apply 



Common Pitfalls 
• Procrastination:  Senior don’t wait till the last minute
• Be aware of all your due dates
• Send Test Scores: What does test optional mean?

• Don’t send score unless you think it is an accurate 
measure of your ability

• Narrow down your college list 
• The best college for you is the one that fits you as a 

person
• Make an e-mail just for you colleges

• This should be professional
• Don’t believe everything you 

 hear, if you don’t know ask a 
Counselor 



Five School “Systems”

⬜ CSU
▫ Sept 28th Workshop

⬜ University of California

▫ Sept 21nd Workshop

⬜ Private School (Common Application )

▫  Sept 14 Workshop
⬜ Community College

▫ Feb 7th Parent night
⬜ WUE
◼ Important that students attend the workshops if they are 

thinking of applying to these system



Composition of Application

⬜ CSU = Grades (Transcript) 

⬜ UC = Grades (Transcript) + Personal Statement

⬜ Common App = Grades (Transcript) + Test Scores 
(SAT or ACT) + Personal Statement + Letters of 
Recommendation



California State University

⬜ California State University (CSU)
⬜ 23 campuses in the state 

◼ Humboldt in the North
◼ San Diego in the South
◼ Local SJSU, SFSU, CSUMB, East Bay

⬜ Large campuses for the most part
◼ SJSU Freshman Class 3,754
◼ Sonoma State Freshman Class 1,740



Cal State Apply 

• New system this year.
• Deadlines: Oct 1st to 

Nov. 30 
• Apply Early: Before 

Thanksgiving 
• Cost:  $70.00 per campus
• Transcript: Sent through 

Parchment .com
• College Board Code:  

3594 
• Set Up Portals for each 

campus  
• CALIFORNIACOLLEGES.EDU 

LINKED



CSU Overview

⬜ 23 Campuses from Humboldt to San Diego
◼ Total Tuition & Campus Fees  $7,582  
◼ Room and Board      $11,662
◼ Total Cost of Attendance      $23,312

⬜ Cost will vary slightly based on campus
⬜ Primarily  Commuter schools (exceptions)
⬜ Large campus
⬜ Large classes



How to apply to the UC
⬜ admissions.universityof

california.edu/applicant
/login.htm

⬜ Opened August 1st $80
⬜ Submit Nov. 1 to 30th

⬜ Transcript-
◼ Parchment.com
◼ Check deadlines

⬜ Personal Statement
⬜ Collegeboard & ACT 

◼ One campus
⬜ Set up portals for all 

schools you apply to 
⬜ CALIFORNIACOLLEGES.EDU 

LINKED



University Of California

⬜  9 campuses in the state Davis to San Diego
▫ Total Tuition & Campus Fees  $15,352
▫ Room and Board      $16,500
▫ Total Cost of Attendance      $36,700

⬜ Cost will vary slightly based on campus
⬜ Primarily  Residential schools 
⬜ Large campus
⬜ Large classes

 



UC overview continued
⬜ Tuition  $13,000 - $15,000
⬜ Room and Board varies by location 

◼ $15,129 to $16,454
⬜ Financial Aid 

◼ Berkeley  89% of need met (60% grant 20% loan)
◼ UCSC  87%  of need met (70% grant 30% loan) 



Community College
⬜ 114 campuses in the State 

◼ Mission College 10,221 students (semesters)
◼ West Valley College 8,056 students (semesters)
◼ DeAnza College 21,560 students (quarters)
◼ Foothill College 13,630 students (quarters)

▫ Total Tuition & Campus Fees  $1,288
▫ Room and Board      $6,788
▫ Total Cost of Attendance      $11,127



Community College 
Application

https://home.cccap
ply.org

Rolling admissions

Transcripts through 
parchment

No letters of 
recommendation or 
essays

https://home.cccapply.org/
https://home.cccapply.org/
https://home.cccapply.org/


How to use Parchment

⬜ Parchment.com
⬜ Create account
⬜ Sign Up NOW!
⬜ Electronic 

Transcripts
⬜ Send a 

transcript to 
yourself

⬜ Final Transcript



Transcripts

⬜ Check due dates for the college you finally 
decide to attend and make sure you send your 
transcript.

⬜ Some colleges out of state will require you to 
send your transcript instead of self reporting 
your grades 

⬜ Some of the CSU’s and UC’s might request a 
mid-year transcript  (as part of an audit) 

⬜ Once you apply check your portals often 



Parchment Continued

⬜ Based on 
students that 
have used 
service

⬜ Profiles
⬜ Predictions



Family Connection 
Naviance 



“Common Application” Schools

⬜ Mostly private (1000+ institutions) 
◼ Yale
◼ Richmond The American International University in 

London
◼ Local—Santa Clara University and Stanford
◼ Out of state Publics--Purdue

⬜ Campus size—Various
◼ Bates College-503 Freshman
◼ Fordham Univ. 1,882 Freshman



Private Schools 

⬜ Tuition –Varies 
◼ Harvard $46,340 ,  (R&B) $17,160  
◼ CalTech  $50,487,  (R&B) $15,525 
◼ Harvard 100% of need met (93% grant 7%loan work study) (Average 

award $48,876)
◼ Caltech 100% of need met (88% grant 12%loan work study) (Average 

award $41,990) 
⬜ Financial Aid:  Is need based

◼ Merit Aid:  Is based on GPA and/or Test Score
◼ Use the Net Price Calculator 

⬜ CSS Profile: Through College Board



Example  of institutional aid

Lake Forest University in Chicago: Example of Merit Aid



How to use the Common App
⬜ www.commonapp.org
⬜ Deadlines are different 

for each school
⬜ Transcript will be 

submitted with School 
Report by Counselor 
through Naviance.

⬜ Essays
⬜ Letters of 

Recommendation 
through Naviance

⬜ Supplements and CSS
⬜ Set up Portals for all 

schools you apply to 

http://www.commonapp.org/


New at Wilcox

⬜ Oct 15th 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM  
⬜ Science Lecture Hall 
⬜ Mock College Admission Interviews
⬜ Host by a College Admission Counselor 
⬜ Donna Ramos 



Other Options

⬜ California Community Colleges
⬜ Plan to visit a campus: there are 6 in the area

◼ Mission College Presentation: Oct 30 & Nov. 13 
◼ Timeline:  Community College Night: February 13
◼ In January counselors will make appointments with the 

Community College Students
▫ Apply:  Application Workshop: Feb. 14 
▫ Placement:  New format AB705
▫ Orientation
▫ Classes AA-T or AS-T



WESTERN UNDERGRAD 
EXCHANGE

⬜ WUE
◼ What is it?
◼ Google the 

list
⬜ UC Colorado Spring
⬜ 20,205 vs 14,950
⬜ NAU 
⬜ 21,640 vs 13,680



Other Topics

⬜ FASFA and CSS Profile
⬜ Financial Aid Night: October 5th, 2022 



Questions

⬜ You may leave if you wish 
⬜ You may stay to hear or ask questions
⬜ Thank you for coming out tonight 
⬜ Remember we will be posting this on the 

Google class for Juniors and Seniors as well as 
Wilcox website. 

Thank You for Coming 


