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NAEHCY

National membership association dedicated to
educational excellence for children and youth
experiencing homelessness, frorary childhood
through highereducation.

ALocal Youth Task Forces, State HighaXi&udorks, Early
Childhood Committee

Technical assistance on policy implementation.

Bringing your voices to Congress and state
legislatures.

Youth leadership andupport.
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Our Agenda

Context and data
Eligibility and identification
School of origin
Immediate enrollment
Disputes

Title |

Higher education
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Causes of Homelessness

Lack of affordabl@ousing.

Poverty.
Alncrease in low. middle wage employment.

Health problems.
AlLack of healthnsurance.
AAddiction disorders, Mentdlealth.

Domesticviolence.
Natural and othedisasters.

Abuse/neglect/family dysfunction (unaccompanied
youth).
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How many students experience
homelessness?

Public schoolglentified 1.3 million McKinneywento
students in the 201814 school year.

AAN 8% increase nationally over previous year.
AA 100% increase since 2007
A13% of all poor, scho@lge children and youth.

A30% of all extremely poor, scheaye children and
youth.
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Young Childrem and Homelessness

51%o0f all children In HUD homeless shelters are
under the age of 6.

The age at which a person is most likely to stay |
a homeless shelter in the United States Is infanc
(under age 1).

Nearly50,000homeless children ages3were
enrolled in publigpreKprograms ii?0132014;
only 3.6%of all students identified as homeless
by public schools.
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Impacts of Homelessness
on Children and Youth

Higher incidences of acute and chronic ilinesses,
depression and anxiety.

Homelessnesm early childhood is associated with
poor classroom engagement and poor social skills
In early elementary school.

The achievement gaps between homeless and low
Income elementary students tend to persist, and
may even worsen, over time

A youth who experiences homelessness is 87%
more likely to drop out of school.
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Barriers to Education for
Homeless Children and Youth

Poor health, fatigue, hunger.
Emotional trauma, depression, anxiety.
Stereotypes and lack of awareness.
Underidentification.

High mobility resulting in lack of school stability and
educationalcontinuity.

Enrolimentrequirements (school records, health
records, proof ofesidence, guardianship).

Lack otransportation.

Lack of school supplies, clothiregc.
NCIEHCY



McKinney -Vento
Homeless Assistance Act

Originally passed in 1987.

Reauthorized in 201Bby the Every Student
Succeeds Act (ESSA).

Works handn-hand with Title IA and other
federal education programs.

$85 million authorized funding t8EAs

AlLargest percentage increase of all federal
education programs.

ASEAsward competitivesubgrantsto LEAS

N(IEHCY °



McKinney -Vento
Homeless Assistance Act

Mainthemes:

Aldentification.

ASchoolstability.

ASchookenrollment.

ASupport for academisuccess.
AChildcentered, best interest decisiamaking.
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Local McKinney -Vento Liaisons

Every LEA must designhaévicKinneyentoliaison
able to carry out his/her legal dutiegaszg)e)

LiaiIsons must ensure that

AMcKinneyVento students enroll in and have full and
eqgual opportunity to succeed in school.

AChildren and youth in homeless situations are
identified by school personnel througiutreach and
coordination with other entities and agencies.

APublic notice of MV rights Is disseminated in
locations frequented by parents, guardians, and
unaccompanied youth, in a manner and form
understandable to them.
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McKinney -Vento Liaisons (cont.)

Liaisons must ensure that (comt.)

ASchool personnel providing McKinr&gnto
services receive professional development and
other support.

AChildren, youth and familigsave access to and
receive educational services for which they are
eligible, including Head Stadarly intervention
(IDEA Part @nd other preschool programs.

AChildren, youth and families receive referrals to
health care, dental, mental healtbubstance
abuse, housin@nd other services.
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McKinney -Vento Liaisons (cont.)

Liaisons must ensure that (comt.)

ADisputes are resolveandassistance to access
transportation Is provided.

AUnaccompanied youth are enrolled in school and
that procedures are implemented to identify and
remove barriers that prevent them from receiving
credit for full or partial coursework satisfactorily
completed at a prior school, in accordance with
State, local, and school policies.

Liaisons must participate in professional |
development and technical assistance as determinec

appropriate by the State Coordinator.
11432(g)(L)(F)(ii)
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Eligibility n Who i1s Covered?

Children whdack a fixed, regular, and adequate
nighttime residence 11434a(2)

ASharing the housing of others due to loss of
nousing, economic hardship, or simifaason.

75%0f identifled MV studentsin 2013;14]

ALiving in motels, hotels, trailer parks, camping
grounds due to lack of adequate alternative
accommodations.

[Motels: @oof identified MV studentsn 2013;14]
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Eligibility (cont.)

Children whdack a fixed, regular, and adequate
nighttime residence

ALIving In emergency or transitionsthelters.

15%o0f identifled MV studentsn 2013;14]

ALiving in a public or private place not designed for
numans tolive.

ALiving in cars, parks, abandoned buildings,
substandard housing, bus or train stations, or
similarsettings.

AMigratory children living in abovercumstances.
AAwaitingfoster careplacement(until 12/10/16).
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Eligibility: Context for the Definition

Sheltersdo not exist in many suburban and rural
areas, and often are full where they do exist.

Eligibility conditions of sheltesometimesexclude
families with boys over the age of 12, or
unaccompanieaminors.

Youth on their own feaadult shelters and have no
safe living options in many communities.

Shelters often have 30, 60, or 90 day tihmaits.

Motels may not be available, or may be too
expensive or unsafe.

Familiegyouth may be unaware of alternatives,
fleeing Incrisis.

NIEHCY ©



Determining Eligibility

Caseby-casedetermination.

Get as much information as possible (with sensitivity
and discretion.

Look at the MV definition (specific examples in the
definition first, then overall definition

Shared housing considerations:
AWhere would you go if yooouldn t stay here?
AWhat led you to move in to this situation?

NCHEs Determining Eligibility brief is available at
http://www.serve.org/nche/downloads/briefs/det_elig.pdf
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http://www.serve.org/nche/downloads/briefs/det_elig.pdf

|dentification Strategies

Avoid using the word "homelessvith school personnel,
families, or youth.

Provide awareness activities for school staff (registrars,
secretaries, counselors, nurses, teachers, tutors, bus drivers
security officers, drop out prevention specialisifendance
officers, administratorsetc.).

Ahttp://www.naehcy.org/educationaresources/videos
Ahttp://center.serve.org/nche/web/online tr.php

Post outreach materials and posters in all schools and where
there is a frequent influx of lowncome families and youth in
highrisk situations, including motels, campgrounds, libraries,
health center, youth services.

Ahttp://www.k12.wa.us/HomelessEd/Posters.aspx
NCIEHCY *°



http://www.naehcy.org/educational-resources/videos
http://center.serve.org/nche/web/online_tr.php
http://www.k12.wa.us/HomelessEd/Posters.aspx

|dentification Strategies (cont.)

Coordinate with community service agencies, such as
shelters, soup kitchens, law enforcement, legal aid, public
assistance and housing agencies, mental health agencies an
public health departments.

Coordinate with youtkserving agencies, such as cfiop
centers, street outreach, child welfare, juvenile courts, teen
parent programs, LGBTQ youth organizations.

Make special efforts to identify preschool children, including
asking about siblings of scheaded children.

Use enroliment and withdrawal forms to inquire about living
situations.

Awww.utdanacenter.org/theo/downloads/factsheets/RP14
SRO.doc
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http://www.utdanacenter.org/theo/downloads/factsheets/RP14_SRQ.doc

Now that We Know Who

Whatdoes the McKinneyento Act provide?
ASchool Stability.

AEnrollment.

ASupport for Academic Success.

NEIEHCY 2°



Research on School Stability

Demonstration project in WA showed that school
stability for homeless students increases assessmer
scores and grades.

Mobllity also hurts normobile students; study
found average test scores for nonobile students
were significantly lower in high schools with high
student mobility rates.

Students who changed high schools even once
during high school were less than half as likely as
stable students to graduate, even controlling for
other factors.

NOIEHCY



School Stabillity

Each LEA shall, according to each cbhia youth s
best interest:

Continue the students education in the school of
origin for the duration of homelessness, and until
the end of the academic year in which the student
becomes permanentlioused; OR

Enroll in any public school that housed students
living where the student is living are eligible to
attend.

11432(g)(3)(A)
NUOIEHCY



School Stability (cont.)

Applies when students lose housing during the year
or during the summer. 11432(g)(3)(A)()(1)

School of origin:

ASchool attended when permanently housed or school
In which last enrolledncluding a preschool.

AThe designated receiving school at the next grade levi
for feeder school patterns, when the student
completes the final grade level served by the school o
origin. 11432(g)(3)(1)
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School Stability (cont.)

In determining best interest, the LEA shall:
Presumehat k,eepi[lgthe s,tudevntAin th,e school ai[igin ,
Aa AY UKS audzRSyuQa o0Sad
AUnlesscontrary to the request ofhe parent,guardian,or

unaccompanied youth

Consider studententered factors, including the impact
of mobility on achievement, education, health, and
safety.

DAGS LINAZ2NRAGEe (2 GKS LJ NB

DAGS LINA2NRGEe (2 G4KS @& 2 dz

unaccompanied youth). 11432g)(3)(B){i(ii)
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School Stability (cont.)

If the LEA determinesthatd A& y20 AY
best interest to attend the school of origin or the
school requested by the parent, guardian or youth,
the LEAmMust providea written explanatiorof the
reasons for its determination, in a manner and form
understandable to such parent, guardian, or
unaccompanied youthncluding information
regarding the right to appeal.

114329)(3)(Bljii)
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Transportation

. LEAsnust provide transportation to and froitme

school oforigin,including until the end of the year when
the student obtains permanent housinat a parenf@ or
guardia®@NB Ij dzS&a G o02NJ 0 U0UKS f
unaccompanied youth).

Alf staying in the same LEA, that LEA must provide or
arrange transportation to the school of origin.

Alf crossing LEA linglsoth LEASNnust determine how to
divide the responsibility and share the cost, or they
must share the cost equally

11432(g)(1)(J)(iii)
NEIEHCY °°



Transportation n Key Provisions

2. LEAsalso must provide students in homeless
situations with transportation services comparable
to those provided to other studenits

11432(g)(4)(A)

3. LEAsnust eliminate barriers to theentification
enrollmentand retention of students experiencing
homelessness (including transportation barriers)

11432(g)(1)(I)

NCIEHCY °/



Transportation Strategies

Develop close ties among local liaisons, school staff
pupll transportation staff, and shelter workers.

Use school buses (including special education,
magnet school and other buses).

Develop formal or informal agreements with school
districts where homeless children cross district lines

Use public transit where feasible.

Use approved carpools, van or taxi services.
Reimburse parents and youth for gas.
Pursue interagencysolutions.

NIEHCY 2°



School Enrollment

2 KSY NBYFAYAY3I AY GKS &a0K22f
best interest or what the parent, guardian or youth requests:
11432(g)(3)(C)(i)

McKinneyVento students are entitled to immediate
enrollment in any public school that students living in the
same attendance area are eligibleatiend; even if:

AStudents do not have required documents, such as school
records,records of immunization and other required
health recordsproof of residency, guardianship, or other
documents; or

AStudents have missed application or enrollment deadlines

during any period of homelessness
NCIEHCY *°



Enrollment (cont.)

Theterms enroll and enrollment include
attending classes and participating fully in school
activities 11434a(1)

SEAsndLEAsnust develop, review, and revise
policies to remove barriers to theentification,
enrollment and retention of children and youth In
homeless situationsncluding barriers due to
outstanding fees or fines, or absences

11432(g)(1)(1)
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Enrollment ( cont.)

If a student does not have iImmunizatigrns

Immunization orother health records or screenings,

the liaison mustmmediately assisn obtaining

them; thestudent must be enrolled in the interim
11432(g)(3)(C)(iii)

Enrolling schools must obtain school records from
the previous school, and students must be enrolled
In school while records are obtained.

11432(g)(3)(C)(ii)
Schools must maintain McKinneySy 1 2 & G dzR S

so they are available quickly. 11432(g)@3)(D)
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Immediate Enrollmentn Strategies

Request all records from the previous school
Immediately, including immunization records.

A Parental signature is not required for transttudents.

A The vast majority of students have been enrolled in school
before and have received immunizations.

Speak with parents and youth about the classes the
student was In, previous coursework and special
needs.

Call the counselor, teachers or principal at the
previous school for information.

Ensure enroliment staff on every campus are aware «

the law and procedures.
NCIEHCY **



Unaccompanied Homeless Youth

Definition: child or youth who meets the McKinney
Vento definition and is not in the physical custody of
a parent or guardianii4s4a)

AMany youthbecomeseparated from parents due tack of
spacein living situations or shelter policies.

AMany flee abuse: 260% sexual; 460% physical.

AMany flee family dysfunction: Over 2/3 Hotline callers
report at least one parent abuses drugs or alcohol.

ARoughly 1/3 homeless youth identify as LGBTQ (comparec
to 3¢5% of the overall population).

A10% of currently homeless female teens are pregnant.
NCIEHCY *°



Enrollment of Unaccompanied Youth

Immediate enrollment applies, even without parent
or guardian 11432(g)(1)(H)(iv)
AYouth seHfenrollment; Caregiver forms

Liaisons must help unaccompanied youth choose
and enroll in a schoogjive priority to theyouth@
wishes and inform the youth of his or her appeal
rights. 11432(G)(3)(B)(iv)

School personndbdministrators, teachers,
attendance officers, enrollment personnel) must
made aware of the specific needs of runaway and

homelessyouth. 11432(g)(1)(D)
NCIEHCY



Liability and Reporting

Followingfederal law and providing appropriate
services are evidence of reasonabére and can
help shield the school from liability.

AViolating federal law and denying services are evidence of
negligence.

MV requires eliminating barriers to enroliment and

retention in school.

ASchools must enroll youth immediately. School is the
safest and best place for youth.

Educators are mandated to report suspected abuse

and/or neglect on a casky-case basis.

A Homelessness alone is not abuse/neglect.

Talk with theyoung person. NCIEHCY &



Unaccompanied Youth n Strategies

Developclear policies for enrolling unaccompanied youth
Immediately, whether youth enroll themselves, liaisons do
enrollment, caretakers enroll youth in their care, or another
procedure is in placeOffer youth an adult and peer mentor.

Establish systems to monitor youthattendance and
performance, and let youth know yollbe checking up on
them.

Help youth participate fully in school (clubs, sports,
homework help, etc.)

Build trust! Be patient, and ensure discretion and
confidentiality when working with youth.

NUOIEHCY



Enrollment in Preschool

StateMcKinneyVento plans must describe
procedures that ensure that homeless children
have access to public presch@obgrams
administered by the SEA bEAS

11432(g)(1)(F)(1)

Preschools are included in the school of origin
definition. 11432(g)(3)(1)

Liaisons must ensure access to Head Steanty
Intervention (IDEA Part G3nd other preschool

programs administered by the LEA.
11432(g)(6)(A)(iii)
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Preschool Enrollmentin Strategies

Facilitate enrollment: include homelessness in needs
assessments and priorities; put McKinRégnto families at
the top of waiting lists; provide enrollment forms -@ite at
shelters and motels.

Expedite records by working together: joint release forms;
share records within a family.

Develop joint/streamlined procedures and forms: joint intake
forms; provide uninterrupted services as children move.

Work with families and providers to meet school of origin
and comparable transportation requirements appropriately
for young children

Crosstrain preschool, school, and service providers.

NIEHCY 8



Dispute Resolution

If a dispute arises ova@ligibility, schoolselection or enrollment
In a schoal 114329)(3)(E)

The student shall be immediatednrolled in theschool in
which enrollment is sought, pending resolution of thepute
(including all available appeals)

The parent, guardian or unaccompanied youathst be
provided a written explanation afecisiongnade by the
school, LEA or SEad how to appeahem.

The parent, guardian or youtihust bereferred to theliaison,
who must carryout the dispute resolution process as
expeditiously as possible.

The liaison shall ensure unaccompanied youth are
Immediately enrolled pending resolution of the dispute.
NCIEHCY



Avoiding Disputes

Designate and train appropriate liaisons and scHiaded
contacts. 11432(g)(1)(J)(ii), (iv); 11432(g)(6)(A)(ix)

Rectify concerns raised during monitoring.
AStates are now required to monitiEAS 11432(f)(5)

Develop and implement good local polic@sidentification,
enrollment, retention;barriers due to fees, fines, and
absences; credit accrydull participation in academiand
extra-curricular activitiesenrollment of unaccompanied
youth; school stability; transportatiomrivacy; interdistrict
collaboration.
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Pop Quiz

- Complete Pop Quiz 1 together as a table




Support for Success: Title IA

McKinneyVento students attendingnyschool in

the LEA are automaticalgligible for Title 1A
Services. 20 USC 6315(c)(2)(E)

State report cards must disaggregate achievement
and high school graduation data for McKinrégnto

students. 20 USC 6311(h)(1)(C)

Local plans must: 20 USC 6312(a)(1): (b)(6)

A Include timely and meaningful consultation with McKinnésnto
liaisons.

A Be coordinated with McKinneyento programs.

A Describe the services provided to McKinaégnto students, including
with reserved fundsto support their enroliment, attendance and

SUCCessS.
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Title 1A: Reservation of Funds

AllLEAghat receive Title IA fundsiustreserve (set
aside) the funds necessary poovide homeless

childrenservices comparable to services provided In
Title 1A schools2o usc 6313(c)(3)

AAmount must be based on the total LEA allocation prio
to expenditures or transfers.

AAmount may be determined based on a needs
assessmenand should involve the liaison

AAmount must be sufficient to provide comparable
services to homeless students, regardless of other
services provided with reserved funds.
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Title |A Reservation (cont.)

Funds may be used: 20 USC 6313(c)(3)

For homeless children and youth attendiany
school in the LEA.

For services not ordinarily provided to other
students.

To fund the McKinney/ento liaison.
To provide transportation to the school of origin.

For educationally related support services,
IncludingpreK

N(IEHCY



Title IA Reservation (cont.)

USED Examplesdtes of Title IA funds:

AClothing particularly if necessarr dress code ophysical
educationclasses.

AFees tgparticipate in the generatd program.

ASchool supplies

ABirth certificates necessary to enrollsnhool

AFood (in connection with educational programming

AMedical and dental services, immunizations, glasses,
hearing aids

ACounseling services
AOQutreach services
AExtended learning time; Tutoring services

AFees for AP, IB, GED testing
NCIEHCY *°



Title |A Reservation (cont.)

' { 9 fuidleng principles for using Title 1A
funds
AServicesnust be reasonable and necessary to

enable homeless students to take advantage of
educational opportunities.

AFunds must be used as a last resort when service:
are not reasonably available from another public
or private source.
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Support for Academic Success:
Participation and Credit Accrual

States must have procedures to eliminate barriers to
academic and extracurricular activities, including magne
school, summer school, career and technical education,
advanced placement, online learning, and charter schog
Programs 11432(g)(1)(F)ii)

States must have procedures to identify and remove
barriers that prevent youth from receiving appropriate
credit for full or partial coursework satisfactorily
completed while attending a prior school, in accordance
with State, local, and school policies.

11432(g)(1)(F)(in)

ALiaisons must implement those procedures.
11432(9) B)AXL 1y ey 7



Support for Academic Success:
Coordination with Other Laws/Programs

LEAsSNust coordinate McKinneYento and special
education services within the LEA, and with other
InvolvedLEAS 11432(g)(5)(D)

Information about a McKinney Sy (1 2 & U dzR ¢
situation Is a student education record subject to
FERPA. 11432(g)(3)(G)

Local liaisons are authorized to affirm that students

meet the Department of Housing and Urban

Development (HUD) definition of homelessness, to

gualify them for HUD homeless assistance program:
11432(g)(6)(D)
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Support for Academic Success:
School Meals

McKinneyVento students are automatically eligible
for free school meals.

USDA policy permits liaisons and shelter directors tc
obtain free school meals for students immediately
oy providing a list of names of students experiencing
nomelessness with effective dates.

nttp://www.naehcy.org/educationaresources/food

nttp://center.serve.org/nchédownloads/briefs/nutr
ition. pdf
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http://www.naehcy.org/educational-resources/food
http://center.serve.org/nche/downloads/briefs/titlei.pdf

Support for Academic Success:
Access to Higher Education

All McKinneywento youth must be able teceive
assistance from counselors to advise such youths,
and prepare and improve the readiness of such
youths for college11432(g)1)K)

Liaisons must ensure unaccompanied youth are
Informed of their status as independent students
and may obtain assistance from the liaison to receiv
verification of that statusi1432(g))a)x)an)
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Higher Education (cont.):
The FAFSA

Youth who meet the definition ofindependent
student can complete the FAFSA without parental
Income information or signature.

Unaccompanied youth are automatically considered
Independent students.

AMust be determined to be unaccompanied and homeless
after July 1 of the prior year.

Youth who are unaccompanied, at risk of homelessness
and selfsupporting are also automatically considered
Independent students.

AMust be determined as such during the school year in which
the application is submitted.
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The FAFSA (cont.)

Determination must be made by:

Aa McKinneyento Act school district liaison,

Aa HUD homeless assistance program director or their
designee,

Aa Runaway and Homeless Youth Act program director or
their designee, or

Aa financial aid administrator.
Youth who have been in foster care at any time aftel
age 13 are also automatically independent

More info and sample letters are available at:
http://www.naehcy.org/educationakesources/higheted
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Pop Quiz

- Complete Pop Quiz 2 together as a table




General Resources

National Association for the Education of Homeless Children and
Youth

http://naehcy.org

Facebooland Twitter

National Center on Homeless Education
http://center.serve.org/nche/

National Network for Youth
http.//www.nn4youth.org

DVDs for awarenessising
Real Students, Real Schoolsiaehcy.orgvideos
The McKinneywento Act in Our Schoolspjulianelle@naehcy.org
http://www.hearus.us
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http://www.naehcy.org
http://center.serve.org/nche/
http://www.nn4youth.org
http://www.naehcy.org/videos
mailto:pjulianelle@naehcy.org
http://www.hearus.us

School Stability Resources

School of origin vs. Local school:

http://center.serve.org/nche/downloads/briefs/sch
sel checklist.pdf

Transportation:
http://center.serve.org/nche/pr/incr_sch _stab.php

www.utdanacenter.orqg/theo/downloads/factsheets/
RP33b Transportation Rural.pdf
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http://center.serve.org/nche/downloads/briefs/sch_sel_checklist.pdf
http://center.serve.org/nche/pr/incr_sch_stab.php
http://www.utdanacenter.org/theo/downloads/factsheets/RP33b_Transportation_Rural.pdf

School Enrollment Resources

Immediate enrollment without documents:

Ahttp://center.serve.org/nche/downloads/briefs/ass
essment.pdf

Immediate enrollment without parent/guardian:

Ahttp://center.serve.org/nche/downloads/briefs/qua
rdianship.pdf

Immediate enrollment without immunizations:

Ahttp://www.naehcy.org/sites/default/files/dl/elders
-memo.pdf
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http://center.serve.org/nche/downloads/briefs/assessment.pdf
http://center.serve.org/nche/downloads/briefs/guardianship.pdf
http://www.naehcy.org/sites/default/files/dl/elders-memo.pdf

School Enroliment
Resources (cont.)

Full participation in school activities:

Ahttp://center.serve.org/nche/downloads/briefs/extr
a_curr.pdf

Ensuring credit accrual and recovery:

Ahttp://center.serve.org/nche/downloads/briefs/cre
dit.pdf
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http://center.serve.org/nche/downloads/briefs/extra_curr.pdf
http://center.serve.org/nche/downloads/briefs/credit.pdf

Early Childhood Resources

http://www.acf.nhs.gov/programs/ecd/expandinrg
early-careand-educationfor-nomelesschildren

(Guidance, tip sheets, and more from US HHS)

http://naehcy.org/educationalresources/early
childhood

(Fact sheets, policy briefs, and more from NAEHCY)
http://center.serve.org/nche/ibt/sc_preschool.php

(Resources from NCHE)
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