RESOLUTION CALLING FOR REFORM OF FUNDING
FOR CYBER CHARTER SCHOOLS

BY THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE
SCHUYLKILL VALLEY SCHOOL DISTRICT

WHEREAS, the current funding formula for cyber charter schools is based on school district expenditures
with no relationship to the actual instructional costs of the students attending the charter school; and

WHEREAS, the current cyber charter school funding formula for special education differs from the
formula used to calculate school district special education subsidies and is not based on the actual costs of
the cyber charter school to meet the needs of their students with disabilities; and

WHEREAS, the current charter school payment system causes school districts to overpay for special
education costs, with charter schools receiving a $100 million (and growing) windfall as a result of this
broken special education funding system; and

WHEREAS, the Commonwealth is the sole authorizer of cyber charter schools, yet almost all of the costs
for cyber charter schools are unfairly borne by local taxpayers; and

WHEREAS, the Schuylkill Valley School District’s cyber charter school expenditures for the past five
years reflect extraordinary costs that were borne by its taxpayers as follows:

Fiscal Year Regular Ed Tuition Special Ed Tuition Total Tuition
Paid by the District to Paid by the District to Paid by the District to

Cyber Schools Cyber Schools Cyber Schools
2012-13 | $386,694.88 $ 149,546.95 $ 536,241.83
2013-14 | $420,912.27 $169,678.16 $ 590,590.43
2014-15 | $375,771.36 $237,312.57 $613,083.93
2015-16 | $567,562.31 $ 135,698.10 $ 703,260.41
2016-17* | $289,117.92 $97,301.20 $386,419.12

* Actual as of April 30, 2017

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Schuylkill Valley School Board urges its elected
officials to support legislation that corrects the tuition for regular and special education to cyber charter
schools so that it is based on the actual costs of educating their students and relieves the financial burden on
school districts and local taxpayers. Omnibus charter school legislation under House Bill 97 fails to
establish meaningful change to this payment system.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be submitted to the elected senators and
representatives of the Schuylkill Valley School District in the General Assembly, and to the Governor of
Pennsylvania.

Adopted this 22" day of May, 2017.
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School Board President



