
ESOL/Language Arts 

High School Syllabus 
  

Course Title: ESOL/language arts - Level B 

English Language Proficiency Level 3 (developing)/Level 4 (expanding) 
     

DESCRIPTION OF COURSE:  This course includes intensive English instruction to develop 

English language proficiency in reading, writing, listening  and speaking. The students will 

acquire English language proficiency in Basic Interpersonal Communication Skills (BICS) and 

Cognitive Academic Language Proficiency Skills (CALPS). In addition, the course of study 

will address American  classroom and cultural norms as well as multicultural awareness and 

appreciation. 

 

Skills Addressed Throughout Each of the Units:  Reading: Reading Strategies, Literary 

Analysis, Vocabulary, Fluency and Phonics; Writing: Response to Literature, Language: 

Language Development, Grammar, Listening and Speaking; and Critical Thinking 
  

TOPICS OF STUDY SUGGESTED 

INSTRUCTIONAL TIME 

STANDARDS/ ELIGIBLE CONTENT 

Unit 1 - Choices 

 

Genre: Short Stories: Plot, 

Characterization, Setting 

Strategy: Plan and Monitor 

Grammar: Complete Sentences; 

5-6 weeks RI.9-10.7, RI.9-10.10, RI.9-10.3 

RL.9-10.3, RL.9-10.5, RL.9-10.10, RL.9-10.1, Rl.9-10.6, RL.9-10.2 

L.9-10.6, L.9-10.4.c, L.9-10.4.d, L.9-10.4.b, L.9-10.1.b,  

W.9-10.2.a, W.9-10.2.b, W.9-10.2.f, W.9-10.2.c, W.9-10.5, W.9-

10.3.a-e, W.9-10.4-6, W.9-10.10  

SL.9-10.1.a, SL.9-10.1.b, SL.9-10.1, SL.9-10.1.c, SL.9-10.6 



Subject-Verb Agreement; 

Sentence Fragments 

Writing: Autobiographical 

Narrative 

Unit 2 - The Art of Expression 

 

Genre: Nonfiction: Author’s 

Purpose 

Strategy: Determine Importance 

Grammar: Subject Pronouns; 

Action Verbs in the Present; 

Present Tense Verbs 

Writing: Position Paper 

6-7 weeks RI.9-10.6, RI.9-10.3, RI.9-10.4, RI.9-10.1, RI.9-10.10 

RL.9-10.5, RL.9-10.4 

L.9-10.6, L.9-10.4.a, L.9-10.1, L.9-10.1.b, L.9-10.5.a, L.9-10.2, L.9-

10.2.c, L.9-10.6  

W.9-10.1, W.9-10.1.a-e, W.9-10.4-6, W.9-10.2., W.9-10.5, W.9-

10.10  

SL.9-10.4, SL.9-10.1, SL.9-10.6  

Unit 3 - The Hero Within 

 

Genre: Short Stories: Viewpoint 

Strategy: Make Inferences 

Grammar: Present, Past, and 

Future Tense; Subject and Object 

Pronouns 

Writing: Response to Literature 

5-6 weeks RI.9-10.5, RI.9-10.3, RI.9-10.1 

RL.9-10.6, RL.9-10.3, RL.9-10.1, RL.9-10.10 

L.9-10.6, L.9-10.4.b, L.9-10.4.c, L.9-10.4.d, L.9-10.1.a, L.9-10.1, 

L.9-10.2.c, L.9-10.1.b, L.9-10.3,   

W.9-10.1, W.9-10.2.a-f, W.9-10.9-10, W.9-10.4-6., W.9-10.5, W.9-

10.10  

SL.9-10.1.a, SL.9-10.4, SL.9-10.5, SL.9-10.1.b., SL.9-10.1, SL.9-

10.2.c, SL.9-10.1.c, SL.9-10.1.d, SL.9-10.3  

 

Unit 4 - Opening Doors 

 

Genre: Nonfiction: Text Structure 

Strategy: Ask Questions 

Grammar: Possessive Words; 

Pronouns in Prepositional 

Phrases; Pronoun Agreement 

4-5 weeks RI.9-10.5, RI.9-10.3, RI.9-10.1, RI.9-10.7, RI.9-10.10,  

L.9-10.6, L.9-10.4.b, L.9-10.4.c, L.9-10.4.d, L.9-10.1.a, L.9-10.1, 

L.9-10.2.c, L.9-10.1.b, L.9-10.3, L.9-10.4,    

W.9-10.2,  W.9-10.4, W.9-10.6, W.9-10.5, W.9-10.1.2.a-f, W.9-

10.4-8, W.9-10.10, W.9-10.1  

SL.9-10.1.a, SL.9-10.1.cw, SL.9-10.2, SL.9-10.3, SL.9-10.4 

Unit 5 - Fear This! 

 

5-6 weeks RL.9-10.5, RL.9-10.4, RL.9-10.1, RL.9-10.10,  

L.9-10.6, L.9-10.4.d, L.9-10.5, L.9-10.5.b, L.9-10.1, L.9-10.1.b, 



Genre: Short Stories: Plot 

Strategy: Make Connections 

Grammar: Adjectives; Adverbs 

Writing: Short Story 

L.9-10.4.c, L.9-10.2.c    

W.9-10.3, W.9-10.5, W.9-10.3.a-e, W.9-10.4-6, W.9-10.10, W.9-

10.1, W.9-10.4  

SL.9-10.2, SL.9-10.4, SL.9-10.5, SL.9-10.6, SL.9-10.3, SL.9-10, 

SL.9-10.1.a, SL.9-10.9.a  

Unit 6 - Are You Buying It? 

 

Genre: Nonfiction: Persuasive 

Strategy: Synthesize 

Grammar: Infinitives and 

Gerunds; Compound and 

Complex Sentences 

Writing: Persuasive Essay 

5-6 weeks RI.9-10.8, RI.9-10.4, RI.9-10.6, RI.9-10.1, RI.9-10.10, RI.9-10.5  

L.9-10.6, L.9-10.4, L.9-10.4.d, L.9-10.1.b, L.9-10.1, L.9-10.3, L.9-

10.1.a    

W.9-10.1, W.9-10.5, W.9-10.1.a-e, W.9-10.4-8, W.9-10.10, W.9-

10.1, W.9-10.4  

SL.9-10.3, SL.9-10.4, SL.9-10.5, SL.9-10.1.a, SL.9-10.1.b, SL.9-

10.1.d, SL.9-10.1.c, SL.9-10.3 

Unit 7 - Where We Belong 

 

Genre: Drama and Poetry 

Strategy: Visualize 

Grammar: Perfect Tenses; 

Participles 

Writing: Literary Analysis 

5-6 weeks RL.9-10.4, RL.9-10.6, RL.9-10.7, RL.9-10.10, RL.9-10.1  

L.9-10.6, L.9-10.1.b, L.9-10.2.c, L.9-10.1.c, L.9-10.4.a, L.9-10.5, 

L.9-10.5.a    

W.9-10.9.a, W.9-10.10, W.9-10.4, W.9-10.1  

SL.9-10.1, SL.9-10.1.d, SL.9-10.1.a SL.9-10.6, SL.9-10.1.b  

 

RESOURCES: EDGE, Level B, Hampton Brown, National Geographic Learning, Cengage Learning 2014; 

EDGE, Level B, Interactive Practice Book, EDGE, Level B, Grammar & Writing Practice Book, National Geographic 

Learning, Cengage Learning 2014 
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