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SPRINGFIELD BOARD OF EDUCATION 
DECEMBER 7, 2020 

REGULAR MEETING 
 
The Springfield Board of Education is committed to providing high quality, efficient educational 
programs through which all students achieve the New Jersey Core Curriculum Contents Standards.  
Every effort is made to ensure that the district’s certificated and support personnel are among the 
best in their fields. 
The staff and Board of Education are dedicated to maintaining excellence in the delivery of child-
centered educational programs.  Very simply stated, in Springfield…SCHOOLS ARE FOR KIDS! 
 
A Regular Meeting of the Board of Education of the Township of Springfield in the County of 
Union, New Jersey, was held via electronic media through zoom on Monday, December 7, 2020 
at 7:04 P.M. 
 

President’s Statement: Pursuant to the New Jersey Open Public Meetings Act, Public Law 
1975, Chapter 231, the Board Secretary caused notice of the meeting to be given to the 
public and the press on January 6, 2020 and revised on December 3, 2020. The public 
comment format for this meeting is as follows – attendees wishing to comment during the 
public sessions will enter their name and address in the Q&A.  The President of the Board 
of Education will recognize the attendee at the appropriate time by allowing the attendee 
to use audio or audio and video function to ask a question or make a comment. 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting was called to order by Board President, Mr. Marc Miller. 
 

Present: Mr. Anthony Delia, Mrs. Laura Gamarekian, Mr. Hector Munoz, Mrs. Meredith 
Murphy, Mrs. Kristy Rubin, Mrs. Paula Saha, Mr. Scott Silverstein, Mrs. Hilary 
Turnbull, Mr. Marc Miller 
Also Present: 

   Mrs. Rachel Goldberg, Superintendent  
   Mr. Matthew Clarke, Business Administrator/Board Secretary 

Mrs. Erica Scudero, Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum, Instruction & 
Assessment 

   Mrs. Dana Kelly, Director of Human Resources 
 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

3. EMERGENCY REGULATIONS 
Moved by Mrs. Gamarekian, seconded by Mr.Silverstein, approval of the resolution 
regarding emergency regulations: 

 
WHEREAS, the New Jersey Department of Community Affairs enacted emergency 
regulations that require public bodies (e.g., municipalities, boards of education, etc.) to 
meet certain criteria if the public body is holding a remote public meeting during a state of 
emergency; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Springfield Board of Education ("Board") is required by the 
aforementioned regulations to adopt procedures for public comment made during remote 
meetings during a state of emergency.  
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NOW THEREFORE, be it resolved that: 
 

1. The Board Secretary shall announce publicly, and shall cause to be entered in the 
minutes of the meeting, an accurate statement to the effect that either: (1) both 
adequate and electronic notice of the meeting has been provided, specifying the 
time, place, and manner in which such notice was provided; or (2) only electronic 
notice of the meeting has been provided, specifying the time, place, and manner in 
which such notice was provided, and that discussion and effectuation of public 
business shall be limited to the matters included in N.J.A.C. 5:39-1.5(g); 

 
2. In the event the Board conducts a remote meeting during a state of emergency, the 

Board shall allow members of the public to make comments via audio or audio 
and video.  Individuals will be prompted to enter their name and address in the 
Q&A function, and the Board shall hear the comments in the order received.  All 
of the Board's Policies and Regulations related to public participation in board 
meetings shall remain in effect, including, but not limited to, the presiding 
officer's ability to limit each statement made by a participant to a 3 minute 
duration;  

 
3. If a member of the public becomes disruptive during any portion of the remote 

public meeting, the Board President shall mute, or direct appropriate staff to mute, 
the disruptive member of the public.  The disruptive individual shall receive a 
warning that continued disruption may result in the individual being removed 
from the remote meeting or muted at future remote meetings.  Disruptive conduct 
includes, but is not limited to, shouting, interruption, or use of profanity. If time 
permits, the Board may allow the disruptive individual to make a public comment 
at the conclusion of the public comment portion, but reserves the right to continue 
muting or remove the disruptive individual if the disruptive behavior persists. 

 
4. These procedures and requirements for making public comment, along with an 

explanation of the audio muting function of the electronic communications 
platform being used, shall be announced by the Board President at the beginning 
of each remote public meeting during a state of emergency. 

 
4. COMMUNICATIONS 

a. NJSBA 
i. 3R’s- Roles, Responsibilities and Resources for new and not so new 

board members(Central Region-Tuesday, December 8th 7-8:30PM). 
ii. School Law Forum-December 9th. 

iii. Virtual Workshop 2020-If you were unable to view any of the 
programs, they/re available for the remainder of this year. 

iv. Virtual Steam Tank Challenge 2021 is open and submission deadline 
is January 29, 2021. 

v. School Board Notes- November 17th, 24th and December 2nd. 
vi. Mandated Training FY 2020 – you should have received an email 

from the Call Center regarding your online training for either 
governance II, III, or IV. Needs to be completed by 12/31. 

b. GSCS – News and Notes – November 16th, 23rd and 30th. 
c. Board of Education Election results from November 3rd 
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 Kristy Rubin: 4803 votes 
 Laura Gamarekian: 3863 votes 
 Marc Miller: 3727 votes 
 Anderson Blair: 3606 votes 
 Deborah Faith Perry: 2589 votes 
 

5. MINUTES 
  Moved by Mrs. Gamarekian, seconded by Mr.Munoz, to approve the following 

minutes: 
Regular Meeting  - November 16, 2020 
Special Meeting  - November 30, 2020 
 

Present: Mr. Anthony Delia, Mrs. Laura Gamarekian, Mr. Hector Munoz, Mrs. Meredith 
Murphy, Mrs. Kristy Rubin, Mrs. Paula Saha, Mr. Scott Silverstein, Mrs. Hilary 
Turnbull, Mr. Marc Miller                                                   MOTION CARRIED 

 
6. SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 

Moved by Mrs. Gamarekian, seconded by Mr. Munoz, to accept and approve the 
Superintendent’s Report as presented – 

1. Student/Staff Recognitions 
a. District Holiday Greeting Card Winners Presentation 

EDWARD V. WALTON SCHOOL 
Chelsea Krinner, Art Teacher 

Pre K – Matthew Aponte  
Pre K –Elizabeth DeMarco  

Kindergarten – Liam Lombeida  
Kindergarten – Ananya Dusa 

Grade 1 – Kevin Enriquez-Vinalay 
Grade 1 – Sofia Grace Balouziyeh 

Grade 2 – Kaiden Milos 
Grade 2 – Paavi Lahoti 

 
JAMES CALDWELL SCHOOL 

Kim Noto, Art Teacher 
Grade 3 – Fatima Santos  

Grade 4 – Jack Rauschenberger  
Grade 5 – Quinnley Gin 

 
THELMA L. SANDMEIER SCHOOL 

Kim Noto, Art Teacher 
Grade 3 – Nina Montanari 

Grade 4 – Alexandra Rubin 
Grade 5 – Lila Rodriguez 

 
FLORENCE M. GAUDINEER MIDDLE SCHOOL 

Chelsea Krinner, Art Teacher 
Grade 6 – Alexandra Sabin 

Grade 6 – Ignazio Bruscianello 
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Grade 7 – David Andrew Punzalan 
Grade 7 – Justin Sinclair 

Grade 8 – Christian Fernandez 
Grade 8 – Gianna Guensch 

 
JONATHAN DAYTON HIGH SCHOOL 

Leonard Gabriel, Art Teacher 
Grade 12 – Sara Franiak 

Grade 12 – Julissa Hernandez 
Grade 12 – Laura Schubert 
Grade 12 – Sarah Zarember 

2. District Update 
3. HIB Report (The Board will go into closed session at the end of the meeting if 

specific clarification is needed.) 
4. Building  Usage Request 
5. Fund Raiser Request 
6. Fieldtrip Request  
7. Contracts PL2015, Chapter 47 

 Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 
 

7. PUBLIC SESSION (7:31 PM – 8:41 PM) 
The following member of the public had questions or comments regarding the 
Superintendents Report – District Update (return to school) –  

Lisa Afflitto  Jared Potito Staci Rosenstock  Jed Winer  
Jerry Fernandez  Tania Stewart  Francesca Voorhees  David Mallow  
 

8. BOARD SECRETARY’S REPORT 
Moved by Mrs. Rubin, seconded by Mr. Delia, to approve the Board Secretary’s 
Report dated October 31, 2020 and that it be received and placed on file. 

 
 Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 

 
9. TREASURER’S REPORT 

Moved by Mrs. Rubin, seconded by Mr. Delia, to approve the Treasurer’s Report dated 
October 31, 2020 and that it be received and placed on file. 

 
 Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 

 
10. LEGALS OCTOBER 2020 

Moved by Mrs. Rubin, seconded by Mr. Delia, Pursuant to N.J.A.C. 6:20-2.13 (e) and 
after review of the Board Secretary’s and Treasurer’s monthly financial reports and 
upon consultation with the appropriate district officials, I move the Board certify that 
to the best of its knowledge as of October 31, 2020 no major account or fund has been 
over expended in violation of N.J.A.C. 6:20-2.13 (b) and that sufficient funds are 
available. 

 
 Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 
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11. PERSONNEL APPOINTMENTS 
Moved by Mrs. Gamarekian, seconded by Mr. Munoz, at the recommendation of the 
Superintendent, approval of the appointment of personnel on the attachment all such 
contracts being subject to future action on account of substantial reductions in State 
School Aid by virtue of the state of emergency and resulting Statewide Financial 
dislocation.     (Attachment A) 

  
 Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 

 
12. SPECIAL EDUCATION PLACEMENTS 

Moved by Mrs. Gamarekian, seconded by Mr. Munoz, at the recommendation of the 
Superintendent,  that the Board of Education approve Special Education request for 
Related Services/Placements on the attachment. (Attachment B) 

 
   Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED  
 

13. HIB REPORT 
Moved by Mrs. Gamarekian, seconded by Mr. Munoz, at the recommendation of the 
Superintendent, move that, the Board of Education affirms the HIB Report previously 
presented at the following Board meeting: November 16, 2020. 

a. HIB Case # 060-2021-01 

   Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 
 

14. TUITION GRANT 
Moved by Mrs. Gamarekian, seconded by Mr. Munoz, at the recommendation of the 
Superintendent,  approval of the attached personnel for following courses as being 
eligible for Tuition Grant reimbursement and applicable for advancement on the guide. 
(Attachment C)    
 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED  
 

15. COUNTY OF UNION FOR CARES ACT 
Moved by Mrs. Gamarekian, seconded by Mr. Munoz, at the recommendation of the 
Superintendent,  approval authorizing the Springfield Board of Education to enter into 
a subgrant agreement between the Springfield Board of Education and the County of 
Union for CARES Act – Coronavirus Relief Funds School District in the revised 
amount not to exceed $109,750.00.    
 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED  

 
16. 2nd AND FINAL READING - BYLAWS 

Moved by Mr. Silverstein, seconded by Mr. Munoz, to approve the second and final 
reading of the following bylaw (Attachment ( D): 

a. 0164.6 - Remote Public Board Meeting During a Declared Emergency 

 Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 
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17. PUBLIC SESSION 
The public did not have any questions or comments at this time. 

 
18. NEW BUSINESS 

      Nothing to report at this time. 
 

19. ADJOURNMENT 
Moved by Mr. Delia, seconded by Mr. Munoz, to adjourn the regular meeting at 8:45 
PM. 

  
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 

 
Upcoming Meetings: 

1. Regular Meeting – December 21, 2020 at 7:30 PM in the IMC at JDHS  
2. Reorganization Meeting – January 4, 2021 at 7:30 PM in the IMC at JDHS 
3. Regular Meeting – January 4, 2021 at 7:30 PM in the IMC at JDHS  
 

                                                                     ____________________________ 
                                                                      Matthew A. Clarke 
                                                                      Business Administrator/Board Secretary 
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Replacement/ Additional
Last Name First Name Position Location Guide/Step Salary Renewal/New Information Effective Date
Certificated Staff
Noto Kimberly Art Teacher JCS/TLS --- --- --- Leave 12/26/2020 - 1/15/2021
Fiamingo Jeneva Leave Replacement Teacher TLS Step 1/BA $57,197.00 Renewal Extended Leave PD 12/8/2020 - 2/1/2021
Mowczan Renee Nurse FMG --- $40.73/hour --- Assist with Contract Tracing - MAX 30 Hours 11/1/2020 - 6/30/2021

Replacement/ Additional
Last Name First Name Position Location Guide/Step  Salary Renewal/New Information Effective Date
Substitute/Home instructor/Volunteer
Quagliato Anna Substitute Teacher District --- --- New Teaching Cert + BA 12/8/2020 - 6/30/2021
Volturo Gary Substitute Custodian District --- $14.50/hour New --- 12/8/2020 - 6/30/2021

Replacement/ Additional
Last Name First Name Position Location Guide/Step  Salary Renewal/New Information Effective Date
Non-Certificated
Wetzel Jennifer 12 month Secretary FMG --- $17.41/hour --- Assist with Contract Tracing - MAX 30 Hours 11/1/2020 - 6/30/2021
Salmon Joseph Technician District --- $29.44/hour --- Schedule E - Filming 9/15/2020-6/30/2021

Replacement/ Additional
Last Name First Name Position Location Guide/Step  Salary Renewal/New Information Effective Date
Before and After School Program/Childcare

Springfield Board of Education Regular Meeting 12/7/2020
***Resignation subject to the requirements provided by law

“ A school district or charter school …..may employ….for a period not to exceed 90 days pending review by the school district providing all the following are satisfied:
Applicant complied with providing list
School district has no knowledge or information that the applicant would be required to dsclose under the law
School district determines special or emergent circumstances exist that justify the temporary employment of this applicant"



Special Education Request
Related Services/OOD Placements

Attachment ( B )
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1. RELATED SERVICES REQUEST
Vendor Related Service Rate Hours/days/weeks Term Student

     

2. OUT OF DISTRICT PLACEMENT REQUEST
School/Placement Student Tuition Term Comments

Allen W. Roberts School 1004 $57,427.00 20-21SY
New Providence, NJ



Attachment ( C ) 
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Tuition Grants 
Spring 2021 

 
*Danielle Elia-  EDIN542 -Assessment Techniques: Assessing for Student learning   Graduate 

Previously approved (Nov 4, 2019 & July 2020) but now for credit only  
 

Crystal Best  EDIN615-Internship in School Leadership       Graduate 
  
*Lauren Gigante   EDIN 558-TheGendered Brain        Graduate 
*Lauren Gigante  EDIN 556 Motivation: The Art and Science of Inspiring Classroom Success Graduate 
 
Michael Abbatte  EDIN 542-926 "Assessment Techniques: Assessing for Student Learning   Graduate 
 
 
 
 

 
 
     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For approval at the December 7, 2020 BOE Meeting 

*Credit Only not for Reimbursement  
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Remote Public Board Meetings 
During a Declared Emergency 

Oct 20 
M 

 
0164.6  REMOTE PUBLIC BOARD MEETINGS DURING  

    A DECLARED EMERGENCY 
 
A. Purpose – N.J.A.C. 5:39-1.1 
 

1. The purpose of N.J.A.C. 5:39-1.1 et seq. and Bylaw 0164.6 is to 
ensure a Board of Education or Board of Trustees of a charter school 
can conduct official public business in an open and transparent 
manner whenever a declared emergency requires a local public body 
to conduct a public meeting without physical attendance by 
members of the public.   

 
2. Nothing in N.J.A.C. 5:39-1.1 et seq. prevents a local public body 

from holding a remote public meeting under such other 
circumstances as may be permitted by the Open Public Meetings 
Act, N.J.S.A. 10:4-1 et seq. 

 
B. Definitions – N.J.A.C. 5:39-1.2 
 

For the purpose of this Bylaw and in accordance with N.J.A.C. 5:39-1.2, the 
following words and terms have the following meanings, unless the context 
clearly indicates otherwise: 
  
"Adequate notice" shall have the same definition as at N.J.S.A. 10:4-8; 
however, for the purpose of N.J.A.C. 5:39-1.1 et seq., and to the extent not 
otherwise set forth at N.J.S.A. 10:4-8, the notice transmitted to at least two 
newspapers for publication may occur through electronic mail or other 
electronic means that is accepted or requested by the newspaper.   
 
"Annual notice" means a schedule of regular meetings of the public body to 
be held in the succeeding year noticed pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-8 and 10:4-
18.  For the purpose of N.J.A.C. 5:39-1.1 et seq., the annual notice may be 
transmitted through electronic mail to newspapers and persons requesting 
an annual notice pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-18.  If the declared emergency 
prevents the local public body from mailing an annual notice to individuals 
requesting notice pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-18, it shall be mailed to 
individuals for whom the local public body does not have an electronic mail 
account as soon as practicable.   
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During a Declared Emergency 

 
 
“Board” or “Board of Education” means a Board of Education or a Board 
of Trustees of a charter school as defined as a “local public body” or “public 
body” as per N.J.A.C. 5:39-1.2. 
 
"Declared emergency" means a public health emergency, pursuant to the 
Emergency Health Powers Act, P.L. 2005, c. 222 (N.J.S.A. 26:13-1         et 
seq.), or a state of emergency, pursuant to P.L. 1942, c. 251 (N.J.S.A. 
App.A.9-33 et seq.), or both, or a state of local disaster emergency that has 
been declared by the Governor and is in effect.   
 
"Electronic notice" means advance notice available to the public via 
electronic transmission of at least forty eight hours, giving the time, date, 
location and, to the extent known, the agenda of any regular, special, or 
rescheduled meeting, which shall accurately state whether formal action 
may or may not be taken at such meeting. 
 
"Internet" means the international computer network of both Federal and 
non-Federal interoperable packet switched data networks.   
 
"Live streaming" means the live audio and video transmission of a remote 
public meeting over the Internet.  
 
"Local public body" means any "public body," as that term is defined in 
N.J.S.A. 10:4-8, with territorial jurisdiction equal to or less than a county. 
This term shall include Boards of Education, counties, municipalities, 
boards and commissions created by one or more counties or municipalities, 
and any authorities subject to N.J.S.A. 40A:5A-1 et seq., including fire 
districts and other special districts, along with joint meetings or regional 
service agencies as defined in N.J.S.A. 40A:65-3.   
 
"Public business" means and includes all matters which relate in any way, 
directly or indirectly, to the performance of the public body’s functions or 
the conduct of its business.   
 
"Public meeting" means and includes any gathering whether corporeal or 
by means of communication equipment which is attended by, or open to, all 
of the members of a public body, held with the intent, on the part of the 
members of the body present, to discuss or act as a unit upon the specific 
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public business of that body.  Meeting does not mean or include any such 
gathering (1) attended by less than an effective majority of the members of 
a public body, or (2) attended by or open to all the members of three or more 
similar public bodies at a convention or similar gathering.   
 
"Remote public meeting" means a public meeting that is conducted by any 
means of electronic communication equipment permitted pursuant to 
N.J.A.C. 5:39-1.1 et seq.  

 
C. Circumstances Under Which a Board of Education May Hold a Remote 

Public Meeting During a Declared Emergency for Conducting Public 
Business – N.J.A.C. 5:39-1.3 

 
1. In addition to any circumstances under which public meetings held 

by means of communication equipment may be authorized pursuant 
to the Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A. 10:4-1 et seq., the Board 
may hold a remote public meeting to conduct public business during 
a declared emergency if the emergency reasonably prevents the 
Board from safely conducting public business at a physical location 
with members of the public present. 

  
2. If, during a declared emergency, the Board holds a physical meeting 

in a location where, pursuant to State and/or Federal guidelines 
meant to mitigate the risk of a contagious infection, the declared 
emergency necessitates capacity restrictions reducing the number of 
individuals that can be present in the meeting room to an amount 
below that reasonably expected for the public meeting by the Board, 
the Board must either hold the public meeting at another location 
with adequate capacity for the reasonably expected attendance by 
the public or hold the public meeting as both an in-person meeting 
and a remote public meeting.   

 
a. As set forth at N.J.A.C. 5:39-1.4(c), no in-person meeting 

shall proceed if the room capacity does not permit any 
member of the public to attend.   
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3. Nothing in N.J.A.C. 5:39-1.3 shall be interpreted to prevent the 
Board from broadcasting the audio and/or video of, or taking remote 
public comment during, a public meeting that the public can 
physically attend without being subject to public health-related 
capacity restrictions. 

 
D. Minimum Technological and Procedural Requirements for Remote Public 

Meetings Necessitated by a Declared Emergency – N.J.A.C. 5:39-1.4 
 

1. If a declared emergency requires the Board to hold a remote public 
meeting to conduct public business, the Board shall use an electronic 
communications technology that is routinely used in academic, 
business, and professional settings, and can be accessed by the 
public at no cost. 
 
a. Participant capacity on the selected platform should be 

consistent with the reasonable expectation of the public body 
for public meetings of the type being held and shall not be 
limited to fewer than fifty public participants (beyond those 
persons required to conduct business at the meeting). 
 

2. Remote public meetings may be held by means including, but not 
limited to, audio-only teleconferencing, electronic communications 
platforms with video and audio, and Internet-accessible technology, 
such as live-streaming. 

   
a. If an electronic communications platform or            Internet-

accessible technology is being utilized for a remote public 
meeting, a telephonic conference line shall also be provided 
to allow members of the public to dial-in by telephone to 
listen and provide public comment as otherwise required by 
law. 

 
b. The Board shall require members of the public to state, prior 

to providing public comment, whether they wish to speak 
and to identify themselves prior to speaking. 
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3. The Board shall provide the public with similar access to a remote 
public meeting as members of the Board, staff of the Board, and any 
individuals seeking one or more approvals from the Board. 

 
a. If a remote public meeting is held by audio and video, the 

public shall also have the opportunity to participate in the 
meeting in both audio and video capacities.  

  
b. The Board meeting held in-person shall not prohibit 

members of the public from attending in-person. 
   

4. Any remote public meeting where sworn testimony is being taken 
shall be broadcast by video, as well as by audio.  

  
a. All individuals giving sworn testimony at a remote public 

meeting shall appear by video in addition to audio. 
   

5. Any presentations or documents that would otherwise be viewed or 
made available to members of the public physically attending the 
Board meeting shall be made visible on a video broadcast of the 
remote public meeting or made available on the Internet website or 
webpage of the entity governed by the Board, or the Internet website 
or webpage of the entity responsible for appointing the members of 
the Board. 

   
a. If a document would be made available to individual 

members of the public in hard copy while physically 
attending the meeting, the document shall be made available 
in advance of the meeting for download through an internet 
link appearing either on the meeting notice, or near the 
posting of the meeting notice, both on the website and at the 
building where the meeting would otherwise be held.  

 
b. If the Board does not have its own website, such documents 

shall be available upon request ahead of the meeting and 
provided through an official social media account if one 
exists. 

 
 



BYLAW   

 

 

 

SPRINGFIELD  
BOARD OF EDUCATION 

BYLAWS 
0164.6/page 6 of 13 

Remote Public Board Meetings 
During a Declared Emergency 

 
 

6. The Board holding a remote public meeting shall allow members of 
the public to make public comment by audio, or by audio and video, 
if the remote public meeting is held over both audio and video, 
during the meeting. 
   
a. The Board shall not accept text-based public comment 

received during a remote public meeting held through an 
electronic communications platform or Internet-accessible 
technology.  Public comments submitted before the remote 
public meeting through electronic mail or by written letter 
shall be read aloud and addressed during the remote public 
meeting in a manner audible to all meeting participants and 
the public. 

 
b. The President of  the Board may impose a reasonable time 

limit, where permitted by law, on individual public 
comments and the same limits shall be placed on the reading 
of written comments.  Each comment shall be read from the 
beginning, until the time limit is reached.  The Board may 
pass over duplicate written comments; however, each 
duplicate comment shall be noted for the record with the 
content summarized.  If the Board elects to summarize 
duplicative comments, the Board must not summarize 
certain duplicative comments while reading other 
duplicative comments individually. 

 
7. The electronic communications technology used for a remote public 

meeting must have a function that allows the Board to mute the 
audio of all members of the public, as well as allow members of the 
public to mute themselves.  

  
a. Any electronic communications platform or             Internet-

accessible technology used for a remote public meeting shall 
also allow the Board to regulate participation by individual 
members of the public. 
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b. A telephonic audio conference call line must have a 
queueing or similar function for regulating public comment. 

 
8. Subject to D.5. and D.6. above, the Board shall adopt, by resolution, 

standard procedures and requirements for public comment made 
during a remote public meeting, as well as for public comments 
submitted in writing ahead of the remote public meeting.   
 
a. Such procedures and requirements shall include standards of 

conduct to be followed by members of the public when 
making comment.   

 
b. The procedures and requirements for making public 

comment, along with an explanation of the audio muting 
function of the electronic communications platform being 
used, shall be announced at the beginning of the remote 
public meeting.  

 
c. Regulation of conduct by members of the public on a remote 

public meeting shall be consistent with law and practices 
followed if a member of the public disrupts an in-person 
meeting. The following procedures shall be incorporated:   
 
(1) The Board shall facilitate a dialogue with the 

commenter to the extent permitted by the electronic 
communications technology;  
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(2) If a member of the public becomes disruptive during 

a remote public meeting, including during any period 
for public comment, the member of the Board 
charged with running the remote public meeting shall 
mute or continue muting, or direct appropriate staff 
to mute or continue muting, the disruptive member 
of the public and warn that continued disruption may 
result in being prevented from speaking during the 
remote public meeting or removed from the remote 
public meeting.  
 
(a) Disruptive conduct includes sustained 

inappropriate behaviors, such as, but not 
necessarily limited to, shouting, interruption, 
and use of profanity.   
 

(3) A member of the public who continues to act in a 
disruptive manner after receiving an initial warning 
may be muted while other members of the public are 
allowed to proceed with their questions or 
comments.  
 
(a) If time permits, the disruptive individual shall 

be allowed to speak after all other members 
of the public have been given the opportunity 
to make their comment.  Should the person 
remain disruptive, the individual may be 
muted or kept on mute for the remainder of 
the remote public meeting, or removed from 
the remote public meeting.   
 

9. Electronic communications platforms and Internet-accessible 
technologies used for remote public meetings shall be hosted on 
FedRAMP Moderate Impact Level Authorized dedicated servers or 
in a FedRAMP Moderate Impact Level Authorized Cloud, unless 
the host of the dedicated servers or cloud provides annual evidence 
of satisfactory cybersecurity internal controls through a SOC2 audit 
report.  
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a. When using cloud services, the technology vendor shall 

check provider credentials and contracts to ensure 
FedRAMP Moderate Impact compliance unless annual 
evidence of satisfactory internal controls is provided through 
a SOC2 audit report. 
 

E. Notice of Remote Public Meetings; Statement in Minutes – N.J.A.C.  5:39-
1.5 

 
1. Adequate notice of a remote public meeting must include, in 

addition to the content required pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-8, clear 
and concise instructions for accessing the remote public meeting, 
the means for making public comment, and where relevant 
documents, if any, will be made available. 

 
2. In addition to adequate notice, the Board shall also provide 

electronic notice of a remote public meeting, except as may be 
permitted pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-9.3 and E.3. below. 

 
a. The electronic notice shall contain the content required 

pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-8 and 10:4-9.1 and E.1. above, and 
shall be posted on the Internet website or webpage of Board 
and/or school district, or the entity responsible for 
appointing the members of the Board. 

  
(1) If the Board does not have a website, electronic 

notice shall be provided on an official social media 
platform of the Board; however, electronic notice is 
not required if the Board does not have an internet 
presence. 

  
(2) Unless otherwise prohibited by the declared 

emergency, the content of the electronic notice shall 
also be posted on the main access door of the 
building where the public would routinely attend 
public meetings of the Board in-person. The notice 
must be viewable from the outside.  
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3. If during a declared emergency the Board elects to issue electronic 
notice of a remote public meeting in lieu of, rather than in addition 
to, adequate public notice, as permitted pursuant to N.J.S.A.    10:4-
9.3, the Board shall limit public business discussed or effectuated at 
the meeting to matters: 

 
a. Necessary for the continuing operation of government and 

which relate to the emergency declaration connected with 
the declared emergency; or 

   
b. Requiring decision during the remote public meeting due to 

imminent time constraints.  
 
4. Nothing in N.J.A.C. 5:39-1.5 prohibits the Board from holding a 

remote public meeting, notwithstanding the failure to provide 
adequate notice and electronic notice where permitted pursuant to 
N.J.S.A. 10:4-9.   

 
5. If the Board expects to conduct remote public meetings for a series 

of regularly scheduled meetings advertised in its annual notice, the 
annual notice shall be revised at least seven days prior to the next 
regularly scheduled meeting, indicating which meeting(s) will be 
held as a remote public meeting and shall contain clear and concise 
instructions for accessing those remote public meetings, the means 
for making public comment, and where relevant documents, if any, 
will be made available.  
 
a. In addition to the means of notice transmission required 

pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-18, the revised annual notice shall 
be posted on the Internet website or webpage of the Board 
and/or school district, or the entity responsible for 
appointing the members of the Board.  

 
b. If the Board does not have its own website, the revised notice 

shall be provided on an official social media platform unless 
the Board does not have an Internet presence. 
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c. Unless otherwise prohibited by the declared emergency, the 
content of the electronic notice shall also be posted on the 
door of the main public entrance to the building where the 
public would routinely attend public meetings held by the 
Board.  
 
(1) Notice must also be posted on the door for any 

designated and clearly delineated handicap 
accessible entrance.  These notices must be viewable 
from the outside.   
 

6. If a previously scheduled Board meeting was to allow public 
attendance without a public health-related restriction as to capacity, 
but the Board intends to hold the same meeting as a remote public 
meeting due to a declared emergency and the change is not reflected 
in a revised annual notice issued pursuant to E.5. above, the Board 
shall issue adequate and electronic notice for said meeting pursuant 
to E.1. and E.2. above as if the meeting were not included in the 
annual notice.   
 

7. At the commencement of every remote public meeting of the Board, 
the person presiding shall announce publicly, and shall cause to be 
entered in the minutes of the meeting, an accurate statement to the 
effect that:   
 
a. Both adequate and electronic notice of the meeting has been 

provided, specifying the time, place, and manner in which 
such notice was provided; 

 
b. Only electronic notice of the meeting has been provided, 

specifying the time, place, and manner in which such notice 
was provided, and that discussion and effectuation of public 
business shall be limited to only those matters:   
 
(1) Necessary for the continuing operation of 

government and that relate to the applicable 
emergency declaration; or  
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(2) Requiring decision during the remote public meeting 
due to imminent time constraints; or   
 

c. That adequate notice and electronic notice was not provided, 
in which case such announcement shall state:   

 
(1) The reason(s) why the matter(s) discussed are of such 

urgency and importance, as contemplated pursuant to 
N.J.S.A. 10:4-9(b)(1), and the nature of the 
substantial harm to the public interest likely to result 
from a delay in the holding of the meeting;   

 
(2) That the remote public meeting will be limited to 

discussion of, and acting with respect to, such 
matters of urgency and importance; 

 
(3) The time, place, and manner in which notice of the 

meeting was provided; and 
 
(4) Either that the need for such meeting could not 

reasonably have been foreseen at a time when 
adequate notice and/or electronic notice could have 
been provided, in which event, such announcement 
shall specify the reason why such need could not 
reasonably have been foreseen; or that such need 
could reasonably have been foreseen at a time when 
adequate notice and/or electronic notice could have 
been provided, but such notice was not provided, in 
which event the announcement shall specify the 
reason why adequate notice and/or electronic notice 
was not provided.   
 

8. Where the Board is required by law to provide a meeting agenda, or 
otherwise provides a meeting agenda by practice at its regularly 
scheduled meetings, prior to the commencement of the remote 
public meeting, the Board shall also make a copy of the agenda 
available to the public for download through an Internet link 
appearing either on the meeting notice, or near the posting of the 
meeting notice on the website.  
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a. The notice shall also be posted at the building where the 

meeting would otherwise be held prior to the 
commencement of the remote public meeting. 
 

F. Executive or Closed Session During Remote Public Meetings 
 

1. A Board entering into an executive or closed session shall ensure 
that audio or video of the session cannot be accessed, except by 
those individuals that are participating in the session.  
 
a. A separate non-public conference line or e-platform session 

may be employed for this purpose. 
 

2. The secretary of the Board should take roll call with each individual 
affirmatively identifying themselves prior to commencing the 
closed session. 

 
3. If a closed session is held through a telephonic conference call a 

separate call-in line should be made available to ensure 
confidentiality. 

 
4. For closed sessions during remote public meetings held through 

video conferencing, audio recording should be muted and video 
recording blocked by a graphic labeled “Executive Session”. 

 
5. As with in-person meetings, the Board shall have read into the 

record the reason(s) for entering into executive session. 
 
 
N.J.A.C. 5:39-1.1 et seq. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Adopted: 
 


