This pamphlet provides parents, families and others with
information regarding Response 1o Intervention (Ritf). Rilisa
process used in schools to provide well-designed instruction, closely
monitor all students’ progress and provide additional instructional
supports to students who are struggling. This additional help is o
assist those students to keep up with learning in their classrooms,
particulardy in the areas of reading and math.

Al the end of this pamphlet, there is a refsrence list which
provides sources for additional information for parents and websites

where these resources can be found.

Rilis a school process used to determine if a studentis
responding to classroom Instruction and progressing as expected. In
an Ril process, a student who is struggling recelves additional
instructional support provided by matching instruction fo a student's
individual needs through a multi-tier instructional modet. Each level,
also known as a tler, provides instruction with increased intensity
such as smaller groups or instructional time focused on specific
areas.

Ril focuses on the early prevention of academic difficulty
particularly in the areas of reading and math by

«  ensuring appropriate instruction for all students

»monitoring students’ progress; and

+ providing additional levels of instructional assistance

{intervention) for students who require support.
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What is screening?

Soreening is a quick assessment that measures a student's skills
of behaviors expected for his or her grade level, Screenings may be
conducted once a year or as many as three times per year.

How are the results of screening used?

Soreening for all students helps schools to identify students who
are considered at-risk of not leamning the necessary skills expected
for the student’s age or grade level. Depending upon the results of
initial screening, a school may recommend that a student be
provided additional instructional support to address the student's
areas of need.

Will a parent be notified of his/her child’s screening resuits?

Some schools notify all parents of his/her child's screening
results, but it is not required, However, if the school recommends
that a student receive additional instructional support beyond what is
provided to all students in the class, the parent must be notified.
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An Ril process begins with providing appropriate instruction o all
students by the classroom teacher in the general education class.
This is called Tier 1.



What Is appropriate instruction?
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What is considered appropriate reading instruction?

gading instruction should include Instruction in the essential
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How will additional instructional support be provided?

Students identified through screening as needing additior
instructional support, receive assistance designed to meet their
needs, Thisa Saﬁ;wce is callad targetad Intervention, Targeted
intsrvention inciu he teaching method or strategy the teacher
vl use, how “xfrfvm tion will be provided and for how long
{ oprovided.

Within the Ril model, targeted intervention is provided with
increasingly intense levels or tiers of support. Increased intensily
can mean more time, smaller groups and/or more instruction
focused on the specific areas in which the student is having

difficulty. Most Rt models provide three tiers of support.

What is Tier 2 Intervention?

Tier 2 intervention is in addition to the student's regular

classroom instruction and may be provided within the classroom or

in a separate room. Tier 2 intervention usually means that a student

is:

« taughtin a small group;

< receiving additional instruction time; andfor

«taught using various instructional methods such as more
apportunities for practice and more intensive instruction on
difficult concepts,

For example, a student having difficulty reading may receive

instruction in a small group (3-5 students) for 30 minutes per day

with a reading teacher. This Tier 2 intervention may be provided by

a reading or math specialist. During this time, & student’s progress

will be measured regularly (monitored) {o see if the infervention is

meeting hisfher needs.

What is Tier 3 intervention?

For students who are still not progressing with Tier Z intervention,
Tier 3 infervention may be provided, Instruction at this level may be
more fraquent, smaller group and/or for a longer perfod of time than
that provided in Tiers 1 or 2. Tier 3 may utilize materials or
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How often does progress monitoring ocour?

How often a student's progress should be monitorad will vary by
school, the level of intervention and by the individual student’s
needs. Inmany cases, schools will monitor individual student
Drogress once every Ot’f“ W eex or as frequently as svery week,
Many schoals that use 1 process will chart the student’s
pfosgr%“ on a graph to see .f progress is being made. This will help
identify where there is a gap between how the studentis performmg
xpected of other students of the same age or grade.
35 monitoring als 0 helps school staff know if the
being provided needs to be changed.
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« strategies for increasing f’mz student’s rate of learning; and

« parents’ right to request an evaluation for special education

programs andfor services,

Each parent of a student participating in an Rt process Is
emoumod to maet regularly with teachers and school staff who are
omv?am instructional support to the student in order to review the
student’s prograss,

Teachers may ask a parent to help support the student’s
progress in a number of ways. They may ask that the parent read to
nis/her child, have him or her read fo you andfor engage in other
activities that promote positive growth in skilis.

What if a student [s not making progress even when provided
with the most intense interventions at Tier 37

There is a small percentage of students who do not make the
expected progress and who may require further evaluation to
determine other reasons for the fack of progress. Whenever there is
concern that the student might have a disability affecting his/her
abifity to progress, the school will seek the parent's consent to
conduct an individuat evaluation to determine if the student needs
special education services. The information gathered through the Ril
orocess will be considered as part of this evaluation.

If, at any time, a parent thinks that his/her child may have a
disability, the parent should make a written request to the school to
have the student evaluated for special education services. This
written request could be given to the student’s teacher, ihe school's

special education office or the building principal.




Resources w York State Education Department (NYSED) -

ar an Kes o | darvaniinn De P 200 NPT . i
ter on Response to Intervention, December 2007, NYSED, Special Education Office - Assistance for Parewsa

veloped and m
on Ril. Among yhe "”Tf 595““’ es, there are a New York State Response o Intervention Technical Assistance

! ment. Since itis a Center. The NYS Ri--TAC is fundad by the NYS Education
Depa ”fmem as part of the Department's strategy to promote and

huild sehool district capacity to implement a systemic, response 1o
National Reading Panel. TEACHING CHILDREN TO READ: An interver i@r* DrOcess.
Evidence-Based Assessment of the Sclentific Research Literature
on Readmg and lis imphcahonsfw Reading Instruction. Updated Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP) Technical

eBena roral Interventions and

Assistance Center on P
Supports ‘ b

on Learning Disabilities (NRCLD). Reading First: A Closer Look at the Five Essential Elements of

'dwz% SLD De*m ation: After IDEA Effective Reading Instruction, Learning Point Associates, 2004.

The ABCs of Rt Elementary School Reading, A Guide for
Parws, Mellard, D., McKnight, M., Deshier, D., December 2007

3 s, veteran status, nationa ;réf"‘r‘ Ya{:@ .,
25 and activities. Portions of this publication can be mad

$ cc)fm@r ing this policy of nondiscrimination should be d.recﬁeﬁizg

12234




