
KILLINGLY BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING 
Wednesday, September 13, 2023 7:00 PM 

Killingly Town Hall, 172 Main St.  
2nd Floor, Community Mtg. Room  

 

AGENDA 
 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE Speaker: Norm Ferron 
2. ROLL CALL Speaker: Norm Ferron 
3. REPORT BY STUDENT BOARD MEMBER Speaker: Melody Kettle 
4. RECOGNITION OF VISITORS Speaker: Norm Ferron 

4.A. Killingly Public Schools 2023-24  
     Paraprofessional of the Year, Karissa Smith 

 

4.B. Killingly Public School's 2023-24  
        Teacher of the Year, David Desrosiers 

 

5. PUBLIC COMMENT- Members of the public are encouraged to share 
their thoughts with the Board of Education and are invited to do so during this 
segment of the meeting.  30 minutes will be allotted for public comment per 
meeting, limited to no more than 3 minutes , maximum per person.  People 
wishing to speak must sign-up prior to the start of the meeting.  When 
appropriate to do so, members of the Board and the administration may respond 
to comments. However, in consideration of those in attendance and in an effort to 
proceed in a timely manner, follow-up discussion may need to take place outside 
of the meeting setting. 

Speaker: Norm Ferron 

6. TOWN COUNCIL LIAISON REPORT Speaker: Patti George 
7. BOARD CHAIR AND COMMITTEE & LIAISON UPDATES Speaker: Norm Ferron 

7.A. Curriculum Committee  

7.B. Facilities Committee  

7.C. Fiscal Committee  

7.D. Personnel Committee  

7.E. Policy Committee  

8. SUPERINTENDENT'S UPDATE Speaker: Superintendent  
Dr. Sue Nash-Ditzel 

8.A. Opening of the 2023-24 School Year  

8.A.1. Hiring  

8.A.2. Transportation  

8.A.3. Video from Convocation  

8.B. Report by Kathy Cote Regarding CHR  

8.C. Report by Attendance Coordinator  
     Christina Main  

 

9. DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION OF THE 2023-24 
ALLIANCE GRANT  

Speaker: Superintendent  
Dr. Sue Nash-Ditzel 

10. DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION REGARDING ED-099 
AUTHORIZED SIGNATURE CHANGE FORM  

Speaker: Superintendent  
Dr. Sue Nash-Ditzel 

11. DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION REGARDING GENERAL 
AUTHORIZATION FOR SUPERINTENDENT AS SIGNATORY 

Speaker: Superintendent  
Dr. Sue Nash-Ditzel 

Continues next page  



 
KILLINGLY BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING 

Wednesday, September 13, 2023 7:00 PM 
 

 

12. CONSENT AGENDA Speaker: Norm Ferron 
12.A. August 24, 2023 Special Meeting Minutes  

12.B. Student Enrollment for September 1, 2023 
 

12.C. KHS Music Dept. Trip Request to  
      Hershey, PA  April 2024 
 

 

13. ADJOURNMENT Speaker: Norm Ferron 
 



KPS Attendance



Absences District wide in Prior Years
2021 - 2022

32,291 individual absences

2022-2023

34,755 individual absences



Chronic versus Truant
Truant 

When a family does not notify the school of their student’s absence, it will be 
marked as UNEXCUSED. If a student has 4 unexcused absences in a 30 day period 
or 10 in a school year, they are defined as TRUANT, and will be reported as such.

Chronically Absent

A student who misses 10% of the school year will be defined as Chronically Absent 
and be reported as such. Over an entire school year, 10% equals 18 days. These 
days can be either excused or unexcused absences.



Example of Chronic Absenteeism 

50 Days & 5 absences= Chronic

100 Days & 5 absences= Chronic



Chronic Absenteeism Changes from March 2023-June 2023

● April and May were spent analyzing and fixing 
data

● The biggest impacts made were in grades K, 6, 2, 
1, 9, 5 respectively



LEAP - Summer 2023

● First outreach made to those with prior attendance issues and students 
moving to a new building.

● 38 responses initially received, after word got out more requests received.
● Met with a total of 60 families, approximately 100 students.
● Additional contact made with around 25 families.





LEAP Visit Findings

● Mental health and anxiety about large classes, groups of students, 
friends.

● Negative experiences in prior years- student and/or parent. 
● Parental issues - i.e. parents work overnight, leave before buses arrive, 

single parent homes with multiple children at multiple schools, lack of 
reliable transportation, etc.

Top 3 roadblocks discovered leading to absenteeism include:



Additional items
● My goal is working to define and implement a consistent process surrounding 

attendance related documentation throughout the district.

● Promoting 



Logical Attendance Tracker

KCS Pie Chart Example



Additional items continued….
● Re-establish district-wide timely absentee notification systems through 

SchoolMessenger.

● Promoting attendance mentors/check-ins at each school.

● Incentive based attendance plans available in conjunction with 
administration and parental support.
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Special Meeting 
KILLINGLY BOARD OF EDUCATION 

Wednesday,	August	24,	2023	
6:00 PM 

KPS CENTRAL OFFICE, 79 Westfield Ave 
 
 

MINUTES 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Vice Chair Martin called the meeting to order at 6:10 p.m. 
Ms. Dombkowski lead the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 

2. ROLL CALL 
On roll call, Board members Laura Dombkowski, Susan Lannon, Kelly Martin, Kyle Napierata, Lydia 
Rivera-Abrams, and Danny Rovero were present.	
Also present were Superintendent	Dr.	Nash-	Ditzel, Interim Asst.	Superintendent Diane Summa 
Human Resources Director Kim Gillespie-Burnham, and Secretary Buzalski. 
Jennifer Hegedus and Laura Lawrence were absent with notification. 
Norm Ferron arrived at 6:16 p.m. 

3. PUBLIC COMMENT - None 
4. INTRODUCTION OF 1-YEAR INTERIM KIS PRINCIPAL, MR. BRYANT SHELDON 

Superintendent	Nash	introduced	Mr.	Sheldon.		Board	Members	had	a	discussion	with	Mr.	Sheldon	
about	his	philosophy	and	direction.		

5. EXECUTIVE SESSION TO INTERVIEW THE RECOMMENED ASSISTANT 
SUPERINTENDENT	

Ms. Martin made a motion, seconded by Ms. Dombkowski, to move to Executive Session with Dr. 
Nash, Dr. Summa, Ms. Burnham, and Jeff Guiot to interview the recommended Assistant 
Superintendent. 
Voice vote: Unanimous. Motion passed. 
 Moved to Executive Session at 6:46 p.m. and returned at 7:22 p.m. 

6. POSSIBLE APPOINTMENT OF ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT	
Ms. Lannon made a motion, seconded by Ms. Dombkowski, to appoint Mr. Jeffrey Guiot as Assistant 
Superintendent effective no later than September 25, 2023 with a three-year contract. 
Roll Call vote:  Mr.	Martin	–	yes,	Mr.	Napierata	–	yes,	Ms.	Rivera-Abrams	–	yes,	Mr.	Rovero	–	yes,	
Ms.	Dombkowski	–	yes,	Ms.	Lannon	–	yes,	Mr.	Ferron	–	yes.	Motion	passed	unanimously.	

7. DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE APPROVAL OF A TRANSFER OVER $10,000	

Ms.	Lannon	made	a	motion,	seconded	by	Mr.	Rovero,	to	move	$71,003	from	Salaries	and	$8,747	
from	Benefits	to	Protech.	Discussion	followed.		Voice	vote:	Unanimous.		Motion	passed.	
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8. CONSENT AGENDA 
A.  Special	July	20,	2023	BoE	Meeting	Minutes	
B. KHS	Marching	Band	Field	Trip	Request	to	Amherst,	MA	on	Oct	7	
C. KHS	Marching	Band	Field	Trip	Request	to	Springfield,	MA	(Big	E)	on	Sept	15 
D. KHS	FFA	Field	Trip	Request	to	Springfield,	MA	(Big	E)	on	Sept	16 

Mr. Napierata made a motion, seconded by Ms. Lannon, to accept the consent agenda as presented. 
Voice vote: Unanimous. Motion passed. 
 
9. ADJOURNMENT 
Mr. Napierata made a motion, seconded by Ms. Lannon to adjourn the meeting.  
Voice vote: Unanimous. Motion passed. 

The meeting adjourned at 7:28 p.m. 
 
 

****		
The	votes	of	each	member	shall	be	made	available	within	forty-eight	hours	and	the	minutes	shall	
be	made	available	within	seven	days.	Copies	are	available	at	the	Central	Office,	79	Westfield	Ave.	

Minutes	and	a	video	recording	of	this	meeting	can	be	found	at		
https://www.killinglyschools.org/about-us/board-of-education	

****	
 

Respectfully Submitted, 

	 	 	 	 	 	 Elizabeth Buzalski 
	 	 	 	 	 	 Recording	Secretary	

	

https://www.killinglyschools.org/about-us/board-of-education


GRADE KHS KIS KCS KMS GDYR OD GRADE KHS KIS KCS KMS GDYR

PREK 117 0 PREK 15 118 1

K 149 1 K 170

1 175 0 1 154

2 152 2 2 183

3 185 1 3 163

4 163 2 4 181

5 185 4 5 183 2

6 186 2 6 159 5

7 164 5 7 161 3

8 169 4 8 152 6

9 205 5 9 236 7

10 226 10 10 190 3

11 174 4 11 155 7

12 166 19 12 179 14

Totals 771 704 324 500 117 59 2,475 Totals 760 655 339 527 118 2,457

18 17

16 16

17 16

GECC KCS KMS KIS KHS OD Total 17 16

98 368 509 649 744 61 2,429 17 16

101 369 513 644 742 61 2,430 16 15

107 367 514 643 737 60 2,428 17 14

110 371 511 644 733 59 2,428 17 16

113 374 513 643 729 59 2,431 17 16

114 372 512 643 723 59 2,423 22 19

114 372 512 643 721 59 2,421 24 20

100 336 539 669 781 53 2,478 22 19

101 335 532 671 788 52 2,479 23 18

107 339 530 666 780 53 2,475 Hand, H.-3 24 18

105 341 531 661 778 53 2,469 24 18

105 339 531 664 773 54 2,466 23 19

110 340 530 665 763 58 2,466 23 16

109 340 526 665 762 58 2,460 21 20  

115 340 527 657 766 59 2,464 21 7

118 340 527 659 765 58 2,467 19 8

119 339 526 655 764 57 2,460 20 324

118 339 527 655 760 58 2,457 20

117 324 500 704 771 59 2,475 20

0 21

0 21

0 500

0

0

0

0           

McMerriman,S.-2

Lee, B.-4

September 8, 2022

Penner, K. -3

Carlson, J.-3

January 4, 2023

September 1, 2023

Tenaglia, D.-4

February 1, 2023

Burdick, S.-4

Siegmund, L.-3

Tillinghast, A.-3

Breen, T.-3

KCS by Teacher

June 1, 2022

Scott, A.-4

Delfarno, M.-4

Angelo, K.-K

Watson, J.-1

Total

February 1, 2022

Dean, J. - IL

Kouatly, K.-1

Steuernagel, M.-1

Santaniello,M.-1

Williamson, G.-4

April 3, 2023

May 1, 2023

June 1, 2023

June 23, 2023

Moulton, J.-2

April 1, 2022

May 2, 2022

Breen, C.-4

Lanzoni, L.-2

Parsell, S.-K

March 1, 2023

Livingston, H.-K

Juhola, N.-2

Blackmar, C.-1

Crawford, K.-K

Chito, A - IL

Horvath S.-1

Brock, J.-1

Ellis, A. - 1

Guillot, J.-1

Lisee, B.-4

January 3, 2022

Riordan, E.-2

Sakidovitch, A.-2

Maheu, J. - 2 Johndrow, D.-K

Laboeuf, K.-K

Total

June 14, 2022

Racine, M.-K

Crabtree, M.-2

October 3, 2022

November 1, 2022

December 1, 2022

September 1, 2023
2023-2024 Killingly Public Schools Student Enrollment 

June 23, 2023

                                           COMPARATIVE DATA: 2022-2023

March 1, 2022

Gaulin, N.-3

Bitgood, C.-3

Horne, F.-K

OD

Collins, K.-KFratoni, D.-2

0

2

0

3

5

58

KMS by Teacher



1

1

1

1

6

1

3

1

12

2

1

4

1

5

2

1

1

11

1

3

1

58

1

59

Harmony Hill - Chepachet, RI

Total

Local- Out of District 

Learning Clinic - Brooklyn,CT

EASTCONN NRP - Danielson, CT

CREC Birken - Bloomfield,CT

Bradley School -Thompson, CT

Project  Genesis - Windham, CT

Susan Wayne Center - Thompson, CT

Local Out of District Total

Natchaug Joshua Center - Danielson, CT

ASD (American School for the Deaf), West Hartford, CT

High Roads - Danielson, CT

Ocean Learning Academy, New London, CT

Ocean State Learning Academy, Providence, RI

Sargent Rehabilitation Center, Providence, RI

CREC Riverstreet - South Windsor, CT

EASTCONN Transition - Willimantic, CT

Wateford Country School - Quaker Hill, CT

EASTCONN Bridges - Columbia, CT

Agency 

Horizons - Windham, CT 

ARC of NE CT- Danielson, CT

Agency Total

Agency-Out of District 

Agency and Sp. Ed. Placements

Preston Veterans Memorial - Preston, CT








